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HE present situation is such 
that victory of the freedom- 
loving peoples over Hitler Germany 
is possible in the nearest future. A 
change has been attained in the 
course of the war. It is sufficient 
to cite such facts as the brilliant re- 
sults of the Red Army’s winter of- 
fensive, the German reverses at 
Stalingrad, on the Don and in the 
Caucasus, the rout of the armies of 
Hitler’s “allies” on the Soviet-Ger- 
man Front, the defeat of the Ger- 
mano-Italian troops in Tunisia, the 
Allies’ successes in Sicily, the fall of 
Mussolini, indicating the bankrupt- 
cy of Italian fascism and the pros- 
pect of knocking Italy out of the 
war, the failure of Hitler’s sum- 
mer offensive against the Soviet 
Union, and the success of the Red 
Army’s offensive in the Orel direc- 
tion. 

The enemy camp is experiencing 
a profound crisis. The prerequisites 
have been created for the final de- 
feat of Hitler. Never before since 
the beginning of the war were con- 
ditions as favorable for victory over 
Hitler Germany as today. 

The history of wars knows what 
lost opportunities imply. In such 
cases victory slipped away, the war 
became drawn out, the peoples 
were doomed to endless, unneces- 
sary sacrifices. And today millions 


_. 


* Editorial in Issue No. 3 of The War and the 
Working Class, Moscow. 
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of people throughout the world ask 
with profound concern: is every- 
thing being done for taking time- 
ly advantage of the possibility of 
victory over fascist Germany? And 
this puts the problem of the second 
front in Europe in bold relief. 

Hitler’s predatory attack on his 
neighboring European countries 
and later on the Soviet Union called 
to life the Anglo-Soviet-American 
coalition. The purpose of any mili- 
tary coalition is joint armed strug- 
gle for victory over the common 
enemy. The anti-Hitlerite coalition 
was formed for armed struggle 
against fascist Germany and her as- 
sociates to bring about their rout 
and to secure a lasting, just peace. 

It was to be expected that the 
coalition members would jointly 
attack the enemy. 

The ways of common struggle of 
the members of the anti-Hitler 
coalition are predetermined by the 
geographic, military and strategic 
situation of Germany and by the 
total historical experience in the 
struggle against German aggres- 
sion. The task consists in taking 
Hitler Germany in an iron pincers 
from west and east to force her to 
fight a war on two fronts, dispers- 
ing her forces and reserves between 
them. 

It is already the third year that 
the Soviet Union has alone been 
shouldering the full brunt of the 
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struggle against the main forces of 
the Hitler war machine. It was 
precisely this absence of a second 
front in Europe which enabled the 
Germans to gain temporary suc- 
cesses at the initial stages of the So- 
viet-Germanwar. Theabsence of the 
second front in Europe saved fascist 
Germany from defeat in 1942. More 
than this, the absence of the sec- 
ond front gave Hitler the possibility 
in the summer of 1942 of throwing 
all his reserves on the Soviet-Ger- 
man front, creating a considerable 
preponderance in strength on the 
southwestern direction to reach 
Stalingrad and the approaches to 
Grozny. Lastly, this year the Ger- 
mans dared to begin a new sum- 
mer offensive only because the ab- 
sence of a second front in Europe 
gave them the possibility of concen- 
trating all their forces in the east. 

Yet in June of 1942 it was an- 
nounced that “full agreement has 
been reached with regard to the 
urgent tasks of the creation of a 
second front in Europe in 1942,” 
as published in two official commu- 
niqués on negotiations between 
Molotov and the leaders of the 
British and American governments 
in London and Washington. Never- 
theless the second front was not 
created in 1942. 

But it was already ascertained 
then that at any rate there would 
be a second front in western Europe 
in the spring of 1943. However the 
spring came and the second front 
in Europe was not opened. The 
Anglo-American troops confined 


themselves to mopping up North 
Africa of the 
forces. 


Germano-lItalian 
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In his report in the Commons ip 
February, 1943, on the results of his 
meeting with Roosevelt and the 
Casabianca decisions, Churchil] 
stated: “We now have a complete 
plan of action which comprises ap- 
portionment of forces as well as 
their direction, and this plan we are 
going to carry out according to ou 
policy during the next nine 
months.” 

Thus at the Casablanca Confer. 
ence on the joint plan of Allied 
military operations in January, 1943, 
it was decided that during the first 
nine months of the present year 
the Anglo-American Allies intend 
te carry out an “exhaustive plan of 
action,” which naturally included 
the opening of a second front in Eu- 
rope. This nine-month period is 
nearing its close, yet there is no 
second front in Europe. 

Fighting actually in single com- 
bat against all of Hitler’s monstrous 
war machine and its allies-in-plun- 
der in Europe, the Soviet people 
have made heavy sacrifices on the 
altar of the struggle for the com- 
mon cause of the Allies. The num- 
ber of German soldiers and officers 
destroyed on the Soviet-German 
Front is many times more than that 
cn all the other fronts where the 
struggle is being waged against 
Hitler. 

It is wrong to underestimate the 
importance of the military opera- 
tions conducted by our Allies, the 
great importance of the numerous 
raids on Germany by the Anglo- 
American air forces, as well as the 
significance of the aid the Allies 
are rendering us in war materials 
and provisions. Nevertheless on the 
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Libyan front the Allies had against 
them a mere four German divisions 
and ten Italian divisions; and in 
Sicily only two German and sev- 
eral Italian divisions. These figures 
show that the troops of our Anglo- 
American allies have not yet had 
real encounters with Hitler Ger- 
many’s troops, and that the organ- 
ization of the second front has not 
yet been carried out. 

There is no need to enlarge upon 
the discussions of the people who 
ere trying to prove that there al- 
legedly already exists not only a 
second front, but also a “third” 
and almost even a “fifth” and 
“sixth” (including submarine, aer- 
ial, etc.). The second front in Eu- 
rope is that front which, as Stalin 
said as far back as the autumn of 
1942, would divert, say, sixty Ger- 
man divisions and some twenty di- 
visions of Germany’s allies. It im- 
plies such military operations by 
our Allies on the European conti- 
nent as would force Hitler Germany 
tc divide her available forces and 
divert one-third or at least one- 
fourth of her ground troops to the 
western front. 

The second front in Europe would 
radically change the situation and 
immediately ensure a great pre- 
ponderance of our strength over the 
Hitler army on the Soviet-Ger- 
man front, and this means also that 
the opening of the second front 
would decisively cut the duration 
of the war, and that the second 
front in Europe would become the 
key to victory over Hitler already 
in 1943. 

There are many excuses to justify 
the delay in the second front in 
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western Europe, such as the discus- 
sion about the mythical “Atlantic 
Wall,” about the allegedly “insol- 
uble” shipping problem, the “haz- 
ards of invasion.” Yet it is known 
that the “invincible” “Atlantic 
Wall” exists only in the imagina- 
tion of those who want to believe 
these inventions, and no more. 

The shipping argument favored 
by some has long lost even a sem- 
blance of its conviction and has 
many times been disproved by facts 
and published figures about the tre- 
mendous growth of shipbuilding in 
the Allied countries, particularly in 
the United States. Following the 
successful landing of the Allied 
troops and armaments in North 
Africa last year and the brilliant 
successes of the landing operations 
in Sicily, all reference to shipping 
Gifficulties should have disappeared. 

As regards the “hazards of inva- 
sion” referred to repeatedly for 
more than a year, such an argu- 
ment cannot in 1943 be offered to 
an army which for more than two 
years has been bearing the full 
brunt of the struggle against the 
Hitler war machine and which does 
not hesitate before any sacrifices in 
the struggle for the common cause 
of the Allies. 

There is no denying that there 
are circles—true very small—which 
are not at all interested in the 
speedy conclusion of the war. But 
it stands to reason that in such im- 
portant state matters too much free- 
com must not be given to arma- 
ments manufacturers and others 
who put their private, selfish inter- 
ests above all, and not the inter- 
ests of the broad, popular masses, 

















774 


and not the interests of the occu- 
pied countries suffering under the 
Hitler yoke. 

Two years ago, at a congress of 
British trade unions, it was stated 
that one of the ministers at that 
time, Moore-Brabazon, made a sug- 
gestion in the sense that the Rus- 
sian and German armies should be 
allowed to mutually exhaust them- 
selves meanwhile, and that his 
country would not lose by it. Soon 
afterwards the British Government 
rid itself of such a minister. Con- 
sequently his statement did not go 
by unnoticed and apparently not 
without a proper estimate. 

The bankruptcy of Italian fascism 
testifies not only to the collapse of 
Hitler’s biggest ally in Europe. Al- 
though the process is not yet fin- 
ished and all sorts of coat-turning 
is still in progress in the Italian 
state, the events in Italy give a new 
and the strongest spur to the mili- 
tary-political disintegration in the 
Hitlerite camp and facilitate the 
putting of an end once and for all 
to the plans for the domination of 
Europe, for world domination. 

This year Hitler Germany has 
encountered unparalleled difficul- 
ties on the Soviet-German front, 
where the Red Army is delivering 
one strong blow upon another on 
the enemy. The occupation of Si- 
cily is about to be completed by the 
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Allies. Italy has no other way ou 
than complete surrender; more. 
over, it must not be forgotten that 
the remarkable successes of ow 
Allies in the Mediterranean have 
become possible primarily thanks 
to the two years of heroic struggle 
of the Red Army against the main 
forces of our common enemy and 
thanks to the selfless and strongest 
pressure of our army on the whole 
Soviet-German front of late. 

The question of the second front 
in Europe is of such great impor- 
tance because on its solution de- 
pends whether the war will or will 
not be prolonged, whether nev, 
tremendous sacrifices will or will 
not be prevented. 

The opening of the second front 
in Europe this year will mean that 
with the conditions favoring it at 
present the anti-Hitler coalition is 
filled with the determination to put 
an end to Hitlerite tyranny and the 
war forced upon the peoples by Hit- 
ler, that the Anglo-Soviet-Ameri- 
can coalition will not permit the 
prolongation of the war, will not 
permit new, tremendous sacrifices. 
To this end it will be backed by the 
powerful strength of the peoples 
filed with an unbending desire to 
put an end once and for all to the 
hated Hitler regime and to the war 
forced on them. 
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LABOR DAY 1943 


BY ROSE WORTIS 


Labor’s Tasks for 1943 


ORTY-NINE years ago, by an 

Act of Congress, the people of 
the United States gave official rec- 
ognition to the vital role of labor in 
the building of our nation, our gi- 
gantic industries, and our democrat- 
ic institutions. 

The idea of setting aside a day 
to dignify labor arose during the 
period of great upsurge among the 
workers in the early ’eighties. The 
craft unions had constituted them- 
selves into a national organization— 
the American Federation of Labor. 
The Knights of Labor were at the 
height of their influence. Both or- 
ganizations, the A. F. of L., then 
known as the Federation of Organ- 
ized Trades and Labor Unions, and 
the Knights, urged upon the unions 
that a special day be set aside for 
labor demonstrations. 

On May 8, 1882, Peter J. McGuire, 
founder of the Carpenters’ Union, 
and close co-worker of Gompers 
during the early years of the A. F. 
of L., proposed to the New York 
City Central Labor Union that it 
designate an annual Labor Day. The 
suggestion was followed and the 
Central Labor Union held a great 
parade of labor on the fifth of Sep- 
tember of that year. The Knights, 
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who were meeting in general as- 
sembly on the same date in New 
York City, urged the designation of 
a special date for Labor Day and 
joined the parade. In 1884 the Gen- 
eral Assembly of the Knights voted 
that future parades of labor should 
be held regularly each year, on the 
first Monday of September. 

Following this, efforts were made 
in a number of states to declare the 
day a legal holiday. First to adopt 
such a law was Oregon, in 1887. 
New York, New Jersey and Colo- 
rado followed in turn. 

In 1894 President Cleveland 
signed an act adopted by Congress 
to make Labor Day a national holi- 
day. By 1910 most of the states 
had adopted the day as an official 
holiday, a day when the nation pays 
tribute to labor. 

Since 1910 the prestige of the la- 
bor movement has grown together 
with its strength and influence. La- 
bor has reached a higher stage of 
maturity, and has become increas- 
ingly conscious of its responsibilities 
as the unifying force of the nation 
in the present struggle against fas- 
cism. 

Labor Day 1943 will see all sec- 
tions of the population expressing 
rublic recognition to labor for its 
contributions to national unity in 
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this hour of national danger; for 
its achievements in war production; 
for the exemplary heroism of its 
sons in the armed forces; for its de- 
cisive role in building the national 
morale; and for its staunch patriot- 
ism, loyalty and devotion to the 
highest ideals and aspirations of 
our nation in this war for sur- 
vival. 

Labor Day 1943 takes on a spe- 
cial significance. It marks the 
turning point of the war in favor 
of the United Nations. It ‘ushers 
in a period of great trial and great 
decision in which labor will be 
called upon to play an ever more 
decisive role. 

Crucial battles are in progress on 
the Soviet-German front. The of- 
fensive of the Red Army is fast de- 
veloping into a German rout. The 
magnificent capture of Orel, Belgor- 
od, and Kharkov has destroyed the 
theory that the Red Army is in- 
capable of offensive action during 
the summer months. The Anglo- 
American operations are being ex- 
tended to the European continent by 
means of land invasion (though stil! 
on a smaii scale, and not in the most 
decisive field) and the air offensive 
over Germany, Italy, and conquered 
European countries. 

At the first impact of the Anglo- 
American invasion forces in Si- 
cily the whole rotten structure of 
fascism is beginning to crumble. 
The peoples of conquered and en- 
slaved Europe are aroused to ac- 
tion against their oppressors. 

This is the decisive moment for 
Britain and the United States to 
strike at the heart of Hitler-dom- 
inated Europe in unison with the 


LABOR DAY 1943 












Red Army offensive on the Eastern 
Front. 

This is the time for the open. 
ing of the long-delayed Second 
Front to which we solemnly com. 
mitted ourselves in the conferences 
with Premier Molotov in June, 
1942. 

The Soviet trade unions, speaking 
through their official organ War and 
The Working Class, sharply call to 
our attention the urgency of the 
present moment and the responsi- 
bilities of labor and the entire peo- 
ple to press for cecisive military 
action. The publication states: 










“The enemy camp is experiencing 
a profound crisis. The prerequis- 
ites have been created for the final 
defeat of Hitler. Never before since 
ithe beginning of the war were con- 
ditions as favorable for victory over 
Hitler Germany as today. 

“The history of wars knows what 
lost opportunities imply. In such 
cases victory slipped away, the war 
became drawn out, the peoples 
were doomed to endless, unneces- 
sary sacrifices. And today millions 
of people throughout the world ask 
with profound concern: is every- 
thing being done for taking timely 
advantage of the possibility of vic- 
tory over fascist Germany? This 
puts the problem of the Second 
Front in Europe in bold relief.” 





The mass of the American peo- 
ple are of the same mind. We know 
that the need of the hour is a full- 
scale two-front offensive. Under 
the powerful united blows of the 
Red Army in the East and the An- 
glo-American invasion forces in 
France, the shaking structure of 
Hitler’s “New Order” will go crum- 
bling to the dust. 
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American labor must join its pow- 
erful voice with that of the Brit- 
ish trade unions and the Soviet 
trade unions to demand the imme- 
diate opening of a Second Front in 
Western Europe, not “to appease 
Russia,” as some newspapers dema- 
gogically say, but to save thousands 
of American lives and bring the 
war to a speedy, victorious conclu- 
sion. We must see to it that the 
victory already within our grasp 
shall not be snatched from us 
through delay and procrastination. 
It is to be hoped that the Quebec 
conference between President 
Roosevelt and Prime Minister Chur- 
chill will move decisively in this 
direction. 


Labor’s Tasks on the Home Front 


To assure the greatest speed in 
the full development of the military 
offensive, labor must also take the 
offensive on the home front against 
the defeatists. These agents of Hit- 
ler are making a concerted drive to 
disrupt national unity, create chaos 
on the home front so as to delay 
the final doom of fascism and lay the 
basis for a negotiated Hitler peace. 

To defeat this conspiracy of the 
enemies within the gates, labor 
must use its power and influence to 
strengthen the anti-fascist unity of 
the nation; to extend and forge the 
most active, militant unity of the 
working class in the trade union 
movement, as the keystone to na- 
tional unity; and to establish the 
closest ties with the trade union 
movement of our allies. 

Labor, by its united action and 
bold leadership, can rout the defeat- 
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ists and appeasers and influence the 
direction and execution of the gov- 
ernment’s war policy, can determine 
the course and strength of national 
unity. 

These are the major tasks con- 
fronting labor on this Labor Day 
when it takes stock of its accom- 
plishments and charts its future 
course. Organized labor, represent- 
ing the bulk of the productive forces 
of the nation, hand and brain, has 
distinct responsibilities on the pro- 
duction front. Its policies and ac- 
tivities influence the millions not 
yet organized. It sets the example 
for other sections of the people. 

Much has been accomplished in 
advancing war production in which 
labor and the nation as a whole 
can take just pride. In the period 
of two years, in face of great ob- 
stacles, labor has achieved high 
production records never known in 
our country. 

Thousands of planes and tanks, 
hundreds of ships, are rolling off 
the assembly lines and docks. They 
are already blasting the battlefronts 
and cities of the Axis. Labor has 
contributed of its talent, initiative, 
capacity for planning, and readiness 
for sacrifices to make our nation 
truly the arsenal of democracy. 

However, the war of the United 
Nations requires armaments on a 
scale that would have seemed fan- 
tastic in the last World War. 
The present war involves not only 
the mass destruction of armies but 
also of weapons of war. Our Pres- 
ident has made a solemn promise 
to our nation and our allies that we 
will soon strike the Axis from all 
sides; that Sicily is the beginning of 
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the end. This should serve to stim- 
ulate the productive capacity of the 
nation to much greater heights. Pro- 
duction for an immediate Second 
Front: this must become the guide, 
the inspiration to labor’s efforts on 
the production front. 

The reports of the War Produc- 
tion Board concerning certain fields 
should cause deep concern to labor. 
There is a dangerous lag in produc- 
tion schedules in some industries. 
Plane production has increased only 
by 175 planes in the past two 
months and is behind schedule. La- 
bor-management committees, which 
contributed much toward increasing 
production and gave rise to a new 
form of cooperation between labor 
and management, are on the de- 
cline. The incentive wage plan, a 
great stimulus toward increased 
production, has been put into effect 
in but few industries and plants. 

With the passage of the Smith- 
Connally Bill, there are serious 
dangers of the development of 
strike movements instigated by de- 
featists, whose chief aim is to low- 
er work morale, to divert the at- 
tention of the workers from their 
supreme task of providing the 
armed forces with fighting equip- 
ment. In some instances employ- 
ers, influenced by the propaganda 
that victory is at hand, are develop- 
ing an attitude of complacency and 
beginning to turn their attention to- 
ward readjusting their plants to 
civilian production! 

W.P.B. Chairman Nelson, in a 
recent broadcast to the nation, called 
for the production of 10,000 planes 
per month before the end of this 
year, and a 40 per cent boost in 
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output of combat munitions by 
early next year. American labor, 
with its high skill and ingenuity, its 
high degree of patriotism, will rol] 
up its sleeves to fulfill these de. 
mands of the nation. 

An inspiring example has been 
given to the labor movement by 
the United Steel Workers of Amer- 
ica. Upon the invasion of Sicily 
this great union decided to increase 
production by 25 per cent. The 
workers of our Allies are forging 
the weapons of war at an ever more 
rapid tempo. Plane production in 
the Soviet Union has increased 75 
per cent. Other war material has 
increased many times over. The 
British workers are setting new 
records in production. 

Labor Day this year should serve 
as an occasion for arousing the 
workers and management to the 
full sense of their responsibilities 
to the needs of the war. The la- 
bor-management committees, now 
dormant or dissolved, must be re- 
vived and revitalized. Incentive 
wage plans should be _ initiated 
throughout all war industries. Pro- 
duction schedules must be revised 
upward, commensurate with present 
needs. 

To these urgent tasks labor, rep- 
resenting the most advanced, the 
most conscious anti-fascist section 
of the people, must dedicate itself 
on this Labor Day. 


Unity of All Who Want to Win 
the War 


To achieve maximum production 
labor needs the greatest degree of 
unity in its own ranks. In the course 
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of the war emergency old divisions 
in many unions along lines of 
Right and Left are gradually disap- 
pearing. Some Cathc ic workers, 
members of the Amer can Catholic 
Trade Union Association, are begin- 
ning to find common ground with 
progressives, including Communists, 
on issues relating to support of the 
war. Examples of this we see in 
some locals of the automotive, 
transport, and shipyard unions. 
There can be only one line of divi- 
sion today: between those who want 
to win the war and those who are 
temporizing with the enemy. 

Notable contributions toward uni- 
fying labor’s ranks are the ad- 
vances made by the trade union 
movement in fighting Negro dis- 
crimination and anti-Semitism. Ne- 
gro workers are being integrated 
in the industries and unions in ever 
larger numbers, especially in C.I.O. 
unions. Outstanding Negro leaders 
are emerging in the trade union 
movement. 

The June 7 Madison Square Gar- 
den Rally, initiated by the Negro 
Labor Victory Committee, the all- 
union support for the Marcantonio 
Anti-Poll Tax Bill passed in the 
House, are an expression of the 
growing unity between the Negro 
and white workers. 

Labor was the first to raise its 
voice against the anti-Negro riots 
instigated by the fifth column to 
disrupt the home front. Labor 
closely cooperated with the Negro 
community in the recent outbreak 
in Harlem. It is now actively join- 
ing with all progressive forces, Ne- 
gro and white, to put an end to the 
shameful conditions obtaining in 


LABOR DAY 1943 


779 





Harlem, wi .ch were the underlying 
cause of tue disturbances. Labor is 
beginnir zg to realize that the respon- 
sibility for the outbreak in Harlem 
rests, not on the Negro people, but 
on the white people, on the pro- 
gressive New York community, fér 
permitting such conditions to exist. 

The growing collaboration be- 
tween Negro and white workers in 
the war plants, in the trade unions, 
in the communities, has been a seri- 
ous blow to the Hitlerite sham of 
white supremacy. It has given the 
Negro people a new perspective in 
their struggle for equality. This is 
evidenced most clearly by the re- 
cent survey conducted by the Pitts- 
burgh Courier on the question as to 
whether Negro people should coop- 
erate with the trade unions; the 
poll showed 96.4 per cent to be in 
favor, 2.4 per cent opposed, and 1.2 
per cent uncertain. 

However, the progress made thus 
far is only a beginning. We still 
have a long way to go to eradicate 
from the life of the American peo- 
ple this poison of racial hatred. We 
need but mention Detroit, Beau- 
mont, Mobile, etc. There are still 
many A. F. of L. unions that bar 
Negroes from membership, even to 
the point of curtailing war produc- 
tion. The stoppage at the West 
Coast Kaiser shipyards a few 
months ago against the promotion of 
Negro workers is a blot on the 
shield of labor. Thousands of Ne- 
gro work«:s are prevented from 
making their full contribution to 
the war. 

Even in the C.I.O. there is not al- 
Ways present the needed alertness 
to act against the hideous practices 
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of race discrimination and baiting. 
Thus, while the U.A.W. and espe- 
cially its outstanding leader, R. J. 
Thomas, are carrying on a vigorous 
fight against Negro discrimination 
in their own industry, they did not 
show the same leadership in the re- 
cent Axis-inspired anti-Negro riots 
in Detroit. Under the impetus of 
this war of national liberation these 
racial barriers are slowly being 
broken down. This process must be 
hastened—in the interests of vic- 
tory. With labor and progressive 
America taking up the struggle in 
collaboration with the Negro peo- 
ple, the prospects for full Negro 
equality, for unity between Negro 
and white, are brighter than ever 
before. 


Labor Unity 


Since Pearl Harbor, the C.I.O., A. 
F. of L., and Railroad Brotherhoods 
have, despite the unfortunate divi- 
sion in labor’s ranks, been drawn 
closer together through their com- 
mon approach to the basic problems 
affecting the labor movement and 
the war. There is general agree- 
ment on all major questions of pol- 
icy, although the joint organization 
on a national scale is still lacking. 
Jurisdictional disputes have been 
reduced to the very minimum. The 
withdrawal of the C.1.0. shipyard 

xrkers’ union from the Kaiser 
plant el minated the most aggravat- 
ing jurisdictional dispute, which 
constituted a serious obstacle to the 
war effort and to labor unity. 

Despite some of its inadequacies, 
the Labor Victory Committee 
(which is a mere advisory commit- 
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tee) has served as a force for bring.- 
ing greater unity in labor’s ranks, 
In the fight against the Smith-Con- 
nally Bill, for subsidies, for enforc- 
ing the President’s Executive Order, 
and on other vital issues, the 
C.1.0., the A. F. of L. and the Rail- 
road Brotherhoods have acted as a 
unit. In many localities united ac- 
tion between the C.I.O. and the A. 
F. of L. unions has developed to a 
more advanced stage in the form of 
permanent united victory councils, 
conferences, joint delegations, 
agreement for united support of 
candidates for political office, ete. 
In Ohio joint committees, officially 
sponsored by the leadership of the 
state labor bodies, are functioning 
in nine cities. Similar developments 
are taking place in New York, 
Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Missouri, 
and other states. As a result of 
these joint actions and committees 
much of the antagonism against la- 
bor from other sections of the popu- 
lation has been eliminated. Labor 
is winning for itself a place of lead- 
ership and honor in the life of a 
good many communities in our land. 


Danger Signs 


In the past months, however, the 
defeatist forces in the labor move- 
ment, led by John L. Lewis, Wil- 
liam Hutcheson, Matthew Woll and 
David Dubinsky, have initiated a 
drive to disrupt labor unity. Their 
latest maneuver is to bring Lewis 
back into the A. F. of L. They at- 
tempt to substitute this spurious 
unity move with the arch-enemy 
of the war effort for genuine unity 
between the A. F. of L. and C.LO. 
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Lewis’s sudden urge to rejoin the 
A. F. of L. has but one aim—to fa- 
cilitate his conspiracy against the 
war effort and the Commander- 
in-Chief. Lewis’s readmission into 
the A. F. of L. would bring about 
a new relationship of forces in the 
labor movement in favor of the re- 
actionaries and defeatists. It would 
split labor’s forces and tend to 
weaken labor’s influence in the 
prosecution of the war and in he 
political life of the nation. 

The enemies of labor are leaving 
no stone unturned to disrupt this 
growing cooperation between all 
sections of the labor movement. 
Therefore the main task of the win- 
the-war forces today is to expose 
and defeat all anti-unity maneu- 
vers, to mobilize the millions of 
workers to achieve the utmost unity 
in labor’s ranks, 

The Executive Council of the A. 
F. of L. is now meeting in its final 
preconvention session at Chicago. 
As a result of pressure from A. F. 
of L. locals and the national Ad- 
ministration, the Executive Council 
has referred the Lewis application 
to the October convention. This is 
only a partial victory. The danger 
has not been eliminated. It is, 
therefore, of the utmost importance 
to intensify the struggle to keep 
Lewis out of the A. F. of L. Of 
special importance in influencing 
the course of the A. F. of L. are 
the state conventions which are to 
take place in some of the key states 
shortly before the national conven- 
tion is held. 

The heated discussion at the Au- 
gust meeting of the Executive 
Council and the subsequent action 


in referring the matter to the con- 
vention bring to light the division 
in the Council between the Hutche- 
son forces and the majority of the 
Council members supporting the 
war. Further evidencing this divi- 
sion was the reaffirmation of the no- 
strike pledge, the discussion and ac- 
tion with regard to Congress and 
the coming election. The Council 
gave special attention to the ques- 
tion of a campaign for A. F. of L. 
members to register in political elec- 
tions. Green also modified his 
earlier position with regard to de- 
feating all Congressmen who voted 
for the Smith-Connally Bill, now 
recognizing that the real test is the 
general labor record of each Con- 
gressman, especially his position on 
the war. 

The Council failed in its responsi- 
bilities to labor and to the nation 
when, at this critical juncture, which 
demands the fullest unity of labor 
as the backbone of national unity 
to defeat the enemy on the battle- 
front and the home front, it turned 
down the C.I.O.’s_ proposal for 
united political action submitted by 
Sidney Hillman, chairman of the 
C.1.0O. Political Action Committee. 

However, the very fact that the 
proposal was officially on the Coun- 
cil agenda is in itself a step for- 
ward. It should be noted, too, that 
the rejection was couched in friend- 
ly language. The door was left 
open for cooperation with the 
C.1.O. on individual issues. At a 
press conference during the Coun- 
cil sessions, William Green stated 
that, while the Council did not fa- 
vor joint action with the C.I.O. on 
a national scale, in the localities 
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A. F. of L. unions will cooperate 
with the C.1.O. and other progres- 
sives in various campaigns. That 
these possibilities exist is evidenced 
by the fact that such cooperation 
is already in progress in many cit- 
ies throughout the country. The de- 
liberations of the Council meeting 
reflect the growing demand for la- 
bor unity on the part of the A. F. 
of L. unions in the various states 
and cities. A. F. of L. leaders, cen- 
tral bodies, state federations, are 
beginning to realize, on the basis 
of their own experience, that fur- 
ther division in labor’s ranks spells 
defeat for labor and the people. 
They are beginning to realize that 
unity in labor’s ranks is the only 
condition for safeguarding the 
workers’ rights, for strengthening 


the war effort and the unity of the 


nation. And they are proceeding 
to translate this realization into 
action in their respective commu- 
nities. 

The action of the Council must 
serve only to stimulate closer rela- 
tions and more effective action be- 
tween C.I.0., A. F. of L. and Rail- 
road Brotherhoods. This is the only 
way that the opposition to unity, 
coming from the Hutchesons, the 
Wolls, and the Dubinskys, can be 
broken down and labor unity real- 
ized in life. 


Political Action 


Organized labor today counts 
more than 12,000,000 members. To- 
gether with their families, it rep- 
resents close to 40,000,000 citizens, 
the preponderant majority of the 
number that elected President 
Roosevelt in 1940. 


There is no question as to where 
these millions stand on the burning 
issues of the day. The recent Gal- 
lup Poll gives the President a 71 per 
cent support among the workers, 
When we take into account the sup- 
port among the workers for the 
Willkie Republicans the situation 
seems even more favorable. 

Despite labor’s almost unanimous 
support for the win-the-war poli- 
cies of the President, we see the 
spectacle in which Southern reac- 
tionaries and Republican defeat- 
ists captured control of Congress 
and many state legislatures in the 
elections of 1942. This occurred 
because of the division in the ranks 
of labor and the win-the-war forces 
and because labor did not put for- 
ward its political strength in the 
elections. The reactionary bloc in 
Congress terrorized many of the 
weaker elements in the win-the-war 
camp. Congressmen elected with 
labor’s aid either absented them- 
selves from the sessions or went 
along voting for that vicious anti- 
labor, anti-war measure, the Smith- 
Connally Bill. 

The most shameful pages in the 
history of our nation were written 
by this wrecking crew in Congress 
during the most serious crisis in the 
life of the nation. The whole Ad- 
ministration program presented by 
the President to strengthen the mili- 
tary and home fronts, with few ex- 
ceptions, such as the Subsidy Bill, 
was defeated by Congress. This was 
the fate of the seven-point stabili- 
zation program, the taxation pro- 
gram, appropriations for O.P.A. and 
other war and social agencies. In- 
stead, Congress gave us the Smith- 
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Connally Bill and the infamous 
Kerr Amendment. 

Encouraged by reactionaries in 
Congress, nine states adopted anti- 
labor laws, which practically make 
it impossible for the trade unions to 
function. The floor of Congress be- 
came the platform for anti-Negro 
and anti-Semitic propaganda. Con- 
gress became the inspiration for 
widespread fifth-column activities 
on the outside, such as the race 
riots and strike provocations. 

The sinister purpose behind the 
Smith-Connally Bill, characterized 
by the President as a strike, rather 
than an anti-strike, measure, is be- 
coming clear to some of those who 
supported the bill under the illusion 
that it would bring uninterrupted 
production. Lewis was the first to 
make use of the thirty-day strike 
notice in an effort to disrupt C.I.O. 
unions and paralyze production, as 
in the case of Allis Chalmers. This 
is only the beginning. The ruling 
of Attorney General Biddle grant- 
ing the right to minorities to peti- 
tion for elections opens the way for 
fifth columnists, no matter how 
insignificant their number, to create 
turmoil and dissension in important 
war plants. Had labor been more 
united, more alert, and more ac- 
tive, had the millions organized in 
labor’s ranks voted in the last elec- 
tions, the defeatists could have been 
routed. 

The passage of the Smith-Con- 
nally Bill has forced the labor 
movement to recognize its respon- 
sibilities for the setbacks suffered 
in Congress and the need to begin 
to take a more active part in poli- 
tics. In the June issue of Labor, 
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the Railroad Brotherhood Journal, 
we read as follows: 


“We fussed about minor issues 
and, worst crime of all, we didn’t 
vote. In the last elections, we per- 
mitted Norris to be defeated in Ne- 
braska, and ‘Pappy’ O’Daniel to 
be elected in Texas. We could have 
elected Norris and we could have 
defeated O’Daniel, but we were too 
busy to go to the polls, too busy 
even to register so we might go to 
the polls. 

“As a consequence, the reaction- 
ary Senators elected last November 
were largely responsib.. for the pas- 
sage of the Connally Bill last week. 
Labor repeats, we got what we de- 
serve. Our forefathers were willing 
to die that men might have the 
right to vote. We have become soft 
and lazy so that we will not regis- 
ter. 

“The passage of the Connally Bill 
was a slap in the face for the or- 
ganized workers everywhere. If it 
will kindle our anger, it will prove 
a blessing in disguise.” 


There are encouraging signs that 
labor is becoming more conscious 
of the need for political action. Of 
tremendous importance in advanc- 
ing labor’s role on the political 
scene was the last Board meeting 
of the C.I.O. Held a few days after 
the passage of the Smith-Connally 
Bill, the Board unanimously reaf- 
firmed its no-strike pledge and its 
unflinching support to the Comman- 
der-in-Chief. It outlined the fol- 
lowing program of action to initiate 
a real crusade against the defeat- 
ists in Congress and to begin prep- 
arations for the 1944 elections: 


“1. Immediately to start mobiliz- 











ing the full force of the C.I.O. for 
political action both in the local and 
state-wide elections in the fall of 
1943 and for the crucial national 
campaign of 1944. 

“2. In each state and in each 
community to secure united politi- 
cal action with the A. F. of L. and 
Railway Brotherhoods, preferably 
through united political commit- 
tees such as the Philadelphia United 
Labor Committee or through other 
means of collaboration. 


“3. To involve in such united ac- - 


tions the broadest possible consum- 
er, farmer and progressive groups 
and organizations. 

“4. In the 1943 election and in 
preparation for 1944 to weld the 
unity of all forces who support the 
Commander-in-Chief behind a 
single progressive win-the-war can- 
didate for each office. 

“5. To work toward the forma- 
tion of a national united labor 
league which will include all C.I.O., 
A. F. of L., Railway Brotherhood 
and unaffiliated labor unions who 
agree with our objectives and weld 
labor into the mighty political force 
which its numbers, strength, or- 
ganizing ability and program en- 
title it to play in the life of our na- 
tion.” 


This program goes to the very 
core of the problem. It proposes the 
organization of labor in the politi- 
cal subdivisions, the Congressional 
Districts, the wards, together with 
all other citizens in the communi- 
ties. It signalizes labor’s coming 
of age. It means that labor is going 
into politics in earnest, in the fight 
for its life, for the freedom and in- 
dependence of our nation. Labor is 
throwing its organized strength of 
millions of workers to cement 
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greater national unity and to weed 
the defeatists and fifth columnists 
out of the legislative halls and 
councils of the nation. 

Since the C.I.O. Board meeting 
two important political conferences 
of the C.I.O. were held—in Phila- 
delphia and in Chicago, under the 
leadership of Sidney Hillman. Two 
others are in preparation, in the 
South and on the West Coast. The 
C.1.0. is setting into motion the ma- 
chinery for labor’s political activi- 
ties. The Philadelphia and Chicago 
conferences rejected the demagogic 
proposal for a third party spon- 
sored by the Dubinsky Social- 
Democratic forces of the New York 
A.L.P. in collusion with Trotskyites 
and Thomas “Socialists,” with the 
blessing of Lewis and the Republi- 
can Party. A third party at this 
historic period, the conferences de- 
clared, would split the labor-pro- 
gressive forces and make impos- 
sible the rallying of all the people 
around the President in 1944 (since 
in most states candidates cannot run 
on more than one ticket). It also 
would open the way for the election 
of a Republican President and a ne- 
gotiated Hitler peace. 

These developments in the C.LO. 
were greeted with great enthusiasm 
by C.I.O. and A. F. of L. and Rail- 
road Brotherhood members. The 
conferences have stimulated in- 
creased political activity in many 
unions and the growth of commu- 
nity councils. The conferences have 
set for themselves immediate tasks: 
to develop the initiative and to 
strengthen the activities of labor 
in the political field, to organize the 
voters for mass public expression to 
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be transmitted to their respective 
Congressmen on the actions of 
Congress, and to guarantee mass 
registration in the 1943 elections. 

An outstanding, nationally sig- 
nificant example of the beneficial 
effects of these developments on the 
labor movement and the community 
generally is to be seen in the state 
of New Jersey. There was a seri- 
ous danger that the division in the 
Democratic Party would give this im- 
portant industrial state to the Re- 
publicans in the 1943 gubernatorial 
elections. Such an_e eventuality 
would have been a serious setback 
to the win-the-war forces. Through 
the efforts of labor (and the efforts 
of the Communist Party), which ig- 
nored the slanders of the Social- 
Democrats and the confused liberals, 
and placed the real issues before 
the people, this calamity has been 
avoided. Labor and all the win- 
the-war forces now stand united 
around the Democratic candidate, 
Vincent J. Murphy, Secretary of the 
New Jersey A. F. of L. State Fed- 
eration. The Democratic Party has 
recognized the vital role of labor 
in building national unity by plac- 
ing a trade unionist as a people’s 
candidate at the head of its ticket. 
The designation of Murphy has 
brought enthusiasm into the labor 
movement. Typical of the endorse- 
ments of Murphy were the remarks 
of Irving Abramson, President of 
the State C.I.O., at a trade union 
conference of C.I.0., A. F. of L. and 
Brotherhood Unions: 


“This conference is the nearest 
thing to a State Convention of the 
CLO., A. F. of L. and Railroad 
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Brotherhoods. The unity at this 
meeting is the forerunner of the 
unity we must have in 1944.” 


All sections of the population 
must be drawn into the campaign, 
given representation on the cam- 
paign committees. Murphy must 
become not only a labor but a peo- 
ple’s candidate; his election a peo- 
ple’s victory. As a result of the de- 
velopments recorded above, there 
are very good prospects that New 
Jersey will head the pro-Adminis- 
tration states in 1944. 

The political developments in 
New York state are of equal im- 
portance. 

When the American Labor Party 
came into existence in 1935 it had 
as its main basis progressive A. F. 
of L. and C.I.O. unions, and played 
an important role in deciding the 
outcome of several local, state and 
national elections. In the past few 
years, however, the Dubinsky So- 
cial-Democratic clique of the 
I.L.G.W.U. has seized control of the 
party state machinery to the exclu- 
sion of all other unions, including 
the Amalgamated Clothing Work- 
ers. The A.L.P. has become the 
vestpocket edition of the Dubinsky- 
Forward-New Leader clique, echo- 
ing their anti-Soviet, anti-United 
Nations and anti-Roosevelt policies. 

The statement issued recently by 
Sidney Hillman, advocating the res- 
toration of the A.L.P. to its original 
trade union base and inviting the 
affiliation of all unions, has helped 
to expose the demagogic issue of 
Communist control of the A.L.P. It 
has helped to clarify the atmos- 
phere and has no doubt contributed 
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to the defeat of these forces in the 
disputed counties, especially Kings, 
their former stronghold. The vic- 
tory of the win-the-war forces now 
clears the way for uniting the 
A. F. of L. local unions for the 
A.L.P. 

These developments in New York, 
like those in New Jersey, will 
strengthen the win-the-war forces 
for the coming struggle against the 
defeatists in Congress and prepare 
the ground for the victory of the 
progressive forces in the crucial 
elections in 1944. 


Labor’s International Role 


American labor has tended to- 
ward a positive position in regard 
to many questions involving inter- 
national relations. After the last 
World War, the A. F. of L. was op- 
posed to intervention in the Soviet 
Union. At the 1917 convention the 
conservative President Gompers 
spoke with warmth and sympathy 
for the newly won freedom and as- 
pirations of the Russian people. The 
A. F. of L. supported President Wil- 
son’s policy of affiliation to the 
League of Nations. It greeted the 
restoration of friendly relations with 
the Soviet Union. Notwithstanding 
the harmful position adopted by the 
A. F. of L. leadership in its policy 
of anti-Sovietism and of “non-in- 
tervention” in regard to Spain, labor 
early recognized the danger of fas- 
cism as a world menace. Conven- 
tions of the A. F. of L. and C.I1.O. 
spoke out for the policy of collective 
security. The A. F. of L. called for 
a boycott of Hitler Germany, fascist 
Italy and Japan. 
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Today the masses of the organized 
workers stand four-square for the 
policies of the United Nations and 
for closer collaboration with the 
Soviet Union. The anti-Soviet, Red- 
baiting campaign led by Dubinsky, 
Lewis, Antonini, and Matthew Woll 
is in conflict with the mass senti- 
ments of the American workers. 
This is amply demonstrated in the 
enthusiastic response to Russian 
War Relief, the tremendous recep- 
tion accorded the Jewish Soviet 
delegates, Professor Michoels and 
Itzik Feffer, and the strong senti- 
ment for international labor unity 
among the A. F. of L. members 
and many leaders, as well as the 
official decision of the C.I.O. favor- 
ing affiliation with the Anglo-So- 
viet Trade Union Committee. 

The labor movement, by its very 
nature, is international in charac- 
ter. The pioneers of American 
trade unionism were trained in the 
international labor movement. May 
Day, international labor day, had its 
genesis in America. In the early 
period of its existence, the A. F. of 
L. established international ties 
with the Amsterdam Trade Union 
International and its component 
unions. These relations were in- 
terrupted only for a time during the 
post-war period and resumed in 
1936. International relations with 
the trade unions of Great Britain 
exist today in one form or an- 
other. The key problem in the la- 
bor movement now is for the A. F. 
of L. to abandon its stupid, anti- 
workingclass prejudice against the 
powerful all-Russian trade unions 
with a membership of 27,000,000. 
The problem today is American 
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trade union affiliation to the An- 
glo-Soviet Trade Union Committee, 
in order to strengthen the Anglo- 
Soviet-American coalition and la- 
por’s role in the decisive period of 
the war. 

The matchless heroism of the So- 
viet people unmasked Hitler’s slan- 
der against the Soviet workers. The 
great Soviet trade unions have as- 
tounded the world by their miracles 
of production and their valor on 
the battlefield. Millions of Ameri- 
can workers stand in admiration of 
their heroic Soviet Allies, their 
comrades-in-arms. It is a heinous 
crime to allow a handful of defeat- 
ists—Hutchesons, Wolls and Du- 
binskys—to foist their policy on the 
labor movement in relation to in- 
ternational unity, not only to hold 
back the A. F. of L. but to hinder 
the C.I.O. and the Railroad Broth- 
erhoods from establishing organiza- 
tional ties with the Anglo-Soviet 
Committee. 

Leading British members of the 
Anglo-Soviet Trade Union Commit- 
tee and of the British Trade Union 
Congress came to these shores to 
call on our trade unions to add our 
strength to this committee. The 
C.1.O. responded. The Executive 
Council of the A. F. of L. re- 
jected affiliation and prevented the 
C.1.0. from being accepted. 

One year has passed, a year that 
marked the turning point of the 
war. It was the year of the great 
victories of Stalingrad, Tunisia, Si- 
cily, Munda, Orel, Belgorod—the 
year of the beginning of the mili- 
tary defeat of fascism. 

The Soviet unions, as well as the 
British miners’, engineers’ and rail- 
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waymen’s unions, are again propos- 
ing that the Anglo-Soviet Trade 
Union Committee shall be extended 
to secure unity of action of the 
labor movement of all the United 
Nations to speed victory over 
Hitlerism. Jack Tanner, president 
of the Amalgamated Engineers 
Union, embracing 600,000 workers, 
has also raised the question of 
forming an _ international metal 
federation or committee to co- 
ordinate and promote joint action 
of unions in the metal industries 
of the U. S. A., Great Britain and 
the U. S. S. R. 

The Federation of Latin Ameri- 
can Workers, meeting in Havana in 
July, decided on immediate affilia- 
tion to the Anglo-Soviet Trade 
Union Commitee. 

These are proposals aimed at 
strengthening internatiomal labor 
unity, particularly now, in order to 
enhance labor’s role and influence 
in the prosecution of the war against 
Hitler and the Axis, in helping to 
shorten the war and in shaping the 
oranization of the post-war world. 

Will the American trade unions 
permit the reactionaries to keep 
them on the outside, isolated from 
the world labor movement? 

The coming A. F. of L. conven- 
tion will be watched by the labor 
movement of the entire world. The 
A. F. of L. unions especially should 
make their voices heard at this con- 
vention. It is their great interna- 
tional responsibility, their solemn 
obligation to speak out for interna- 
tional labor unity. 

World labor, divided, cannot ex- 
ert its full influence in the coun- 
cils of the nations. International 
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labor unity, a powerful organization 

f labor on an international scale, 
will enable labor to throw its full 
strength in helping to determine the 
course of the war toward rapid and 
decisive victory and a lasting peace. 
This is the direction in which the 
American workers are rapidly mov- 
ing, despite the obstacles placed in 
their way by the defeatists in their 


own ranks. 
* = - 


This Labor Day celebration co- 
incides with the twenty-fourth an- 
niversary of the founding of the 
Communist Party. 

As labor progresses to greater 
maturity, as labor advances, it is 
also beginning to appreciate the role 
and contributions of the Communist 
Party through its national leader- 


ship headed by Browder and Fos- 
ter, as well as through the rank- 


and-file Communists working in 
their respective trade unions and 
communities. The lies and calum- 
nies circulated by the Red-baiters 
that Communists want to capture 
and dominate unions, that they want 
to use the unions for some sinister 
purpose, have been exploded by 
life itself. 

A new relationship is developing 
between the mass of the organized 
workers and the Communist Party. 
This was evidenced in labor’s active 
participation in the campaign for 
the release of Comrade Brow- 
der, the splendid response of 
labor to Comrade Browder’s 
book, Victory—And After, which 
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was accepted by many trade 
unions as an essential contribution 
in helping them to solve some of 
the new wartime probems. It is ex- 
emplified in the recent party re- 
cruiting campaign, in which the 
largest number of new recruits 
came from the organized labor 
movement. It is evidenced in the 
endorsement of the Daily Worker 
by many progressive A. F. of L. 
and C.I.O. leaders. 

These developments reflect the 
growing realization, in the face of 
the slanders and attacks by the de- 
featists, that the Communists con- 
stitute a great patriotic force in the 
national unity, a force of uncom- 
promising fighters for the national 
interests of our people, far-sighted 
and ready to subordinate every- 
thing to the supreme needs of vic- 
tory over Hitler and the Axis; that 
the Communists work consistently 
and devotedly for strengthening la- 
bor and national unity, for strength- 
ening the Anglo-Soviet-American 
coalition, for launching the vital 
Second Front, for winning the war, 
and for achieving a just and lasting 
peace and post-war reorganization. 

These developments are bringing 
closer the day when enemy propa- 
ganda against the Communists will 
not be tolerated in the trade union 
movemeni, when Communists will 
be permitted to function openly side 
by side with other progressive and 
patriotic forces in strengthening the 
role of labor and the entire people 
in this greatest of battles for the 
smashing of fascist tyranny. 
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HE working class and its mass 

organizations play an impor- 
tant and responsible role in the 
struggle of the democratic coun- 
tries against predatory Hitler im- 
perialism. The workers constitute 
the unifying foundation in the for- 
mation of the powerful national 
front in every country, without 
which the mobilization of all na- 
tional forces for victory would have 
been unthinkable. 

To the trade unions, the most 
popular and mass organizations of 
the working class, belongs an hon- 
orable role in this matter. 

The Soviet Union and its allies 
are conducting a war of liberation, 
a just war calculated on freeing the 
enslaved peoples of Europe and the 
U.S.S.R. from Hitler tyranny. But 
this does not exhaust the character 
and peculiarities of the present war, 
in which the democratic countries 
are united for the sake of a just 
liberation cause. For the first time 
in history a bloc of democratic coun- 
tries has been formed in this war 
in which a prominent place belongs 
to the Soviet State. 

Long before this war the Soviet 
Union became an important factor 
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in international life. Ever since the 
establishment of a fascist dictator- 
ship in Germany the U.S.S.R. has 
constantly exposed the true essence 
of predatory Hitler imperialism and 
called upon the democratic coun- 
tries to give a joint rebuff to the 
menace of fascist aggression. 

To have a national existence and 
state independence and to retain 
the progress of mankind at the 
level attained by man, Hitler tyr- 
anny must be destroyed. All free- 
dom-loving people are vitally inter- 
ested in achievement of this aim, 
which is their common, sacred cause. 

Standing in the front ranks of the 
fighters against Hitler tyranny is 
the Angio-Soviet-American coali- 
tion, born of the war against Ger- 
man fascist barbarism. Clearly the 
tasks of the working class and its 
organizations in the present war are 
entirely different from those in the 
First World War. The principal 
division of forces in the countries 
of the anti-Hitler coalition at pres- 
ent are based, not on social and class 
contradictions, which in the coun- 
tries of western Europe and Amer- 
ica have not disappeared, not been 
abolished. They continue to exist 
in these countries, manifesting 
themselves in the most diverse 
forms, making themselves felt in 
different ways. 

The national interests in the 
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struggle of the freedom-loving 
countries for their freedom and in- 
dependence must determine the 
principal political line of action of 
the different classes and parties in 
this war in the interests of unity 
and the maximum national effort 
for victory cver the hated enemy. 
For the organization and achieve- 
ment of this the working class must 
render and is rendering full sup- 
port. 

Only the allies and semi-allies 
of the Hitler agents, of the fifth col- 
umn, can now oppose such prin- 
ciple of policy. 

The trade unions of the U.S.S.R. 
have taken a most active part in the 
building up of the military might 
of their country and the entire or- 
ganization of defense and struggle 
of the Red Army against the ac- 
They have 


cursed fascist enemy. 
been and are leading the people’s 
movement in the Soviet rear for 
all-out support to the front with 


everything necessary for 
over Hitler Germany. 

Millions of members of the So- 
viet trade unions in the armed 
forces at the front, in the factories, 
plants and fields in the rear are 
waging a sacred struggle for their 
country and for the cause of all the 
freedom-loving peoples. 

And in other countries of the 
anti-Hitler coalition too there is a 
marked surge of creative enthusi- 
asm among the broad masses of the 
people. The example of the 
U.S.S.R. has played its part also in 
the efforts of the British workers 
to step up the output of war pro- 
duction. In the United States the 
last two years have been distin- 


victory 
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guished by a growing activity of the 
workers in production. The direct 
result of this activity of the work- 
ers is an unprecedented increase in 
the war production of the United 
States. 

The trade union organizations of 
the allied countries have done much 
for mobilizing the masses of the 
working class for carrying out their 
tasks, primarily along the line of 
strengthening war production, and 
also to satisfy the daily needs of 
the people. But what has been 
done is as yet inadequate. 

The trade unions of Britain and 
the United States unite a minority 
of the workers engaged in produc- 
tion. The trade union movement 
of the United States is still split in- 
to a number of organizations, as yet 
not always able to combine their 
efforts in the common interests of 
the working class. Attempts to or- 
ganize on the example of the An- 
glo-Soviet Trade Union Committee 
collaboration between the trade 
unions of the Soviet Union and the 
United States encounter the re- 
sistance of some reactionary leaders 
of the American trade unions. 

The workers of the Soviet Union, 
Great Britain and the United 
States now see their principal po- 
litical task in the rout of the fascist 
aggressor. Nothing short of the de- 
feat and unconditional surrender of 
Hitler Germany and its associates 
can satisfy this desire of the peo- 
ples in the Allied countries. 

With the aim of realizing this 
task the labor organizations in the 
Soviet Union and Great Britain 
found it necessary to combine their 
efforts in the struggle against the 
























common enemy and must together 
with the labor organizations of the 
United States and other countries 
aim for the further unification of 
their forces in the common interests 
of the working people. 

There is all the more ground for 
this, since the war forced upon the 
world by fascism, with its hard- 
ships, privations and sufferings for 
the peopies, demands most urgentiy 
that our victory over the fascist 
camp lead to a stable and lasting 
peace, a peace which will secure 
the freedom and progress of the 
peoples. 

It must not be forgotten that 
already during the war, when the 
need for mutual relations and the 
unity of the forces of the peoples 
makes itself felt as never before, 
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important prerequisites are being 
created for the post-war relations 
between peoples. The workers in 
the democratic countries have had 
many an occasion to convince them- 
selves of the extent to which they 
are interested in exerting every ef- 
fort to bring about the utmost unity 
of their forces for the speediest de- 
feat of the common enemy and 
creating favorable conditions for 
the broad and friendly collabora- 
tion of the freedom-loving peo- 
ples after the victory is won. 

The trade unions have accumu- 
lated tremendous political experi- 
ence during the present war. This 
experience must yield its fruits at 
a time when the problems of the 
organization of peace and post-war 
reconstruction become most urgent. 








TOWARD A NEW ANTI-FASCIST 
YOUTH ORGANIZATION 


BY MAX WEISS 


HE coming convention of the 
Young Communist League is be- 
ing prepared as we approach the 
climax of the great war for 
national liberation. The problems 
which will confront the convention 
flow directly from the requirements 
of victory in the war. Their solu- 
tion will contribute immeasurably 
toward bringing about a fuller mo- 
bilization of the youth of our coun- 
try for the fulfillment of their great 
tasks in helping to win victory. 
The convention will examine the 
tasks of American youth in helping 
to speed the opening of the Second 
Front on the continent of Europe 
so that our nation may win speedy 
victory in full unity and coalition 
with the United Nations. It will 
give careful attention to the tasks 
of youth in helping to hold the home 
front in order to strengthen na- 
tional unity of all patriotic youth 
and their organizations, in support 
of our Commander-in-Chief, Presi- 
dent Roosevelt, and our nation’s 
war policies and to combat the 
treacherous conspiracies and fifth- 
column diversions of the defeatists. 
Flowing directly from the desire 
of the Young Communist League 
to make its maximum contribution 


to the mobilization of the masses 
of youth for the fulfillment of these 
tasks, the convention will consider 
a proposal of outstanding impor- 
tance, a proposal 


“, , . to change the program and 
name of the Y.C.L. and to broaden 
its leadership in order to help 
create a new united anti-fascist 
youth organization.” 


This proposal has been advanced 
because American youth find them- 
selves in a historically new situa- 
tion today, a situation that is with- 
out precedent or parallel in the life 
of any previous. generation of 
American youth. 

This new situation has given rise 
to a host of new _ problems 
which already confront American 
youth as well as new problems 
which will inevitably confront them 
after victory has been won. 

This new situation and _ these 
new problems have brought about 
historic changes in the thinking and 
consciousness of the masses of 
American youth. 


What is this new situation? What 
are these new problems? What 
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changes have taken place among 
American youth? 

Everything that is new today 
flows from that single great fact 
which dominates every other con- 
sideration—the war. 

The present generation of Amer- 
ican youth is a war generation. The 
youth of 18 who puts on the uni- 
form of our country, as well as his 
sweetheart who bids him farewell, 
has known no other world since he 
or she was 14 years of age than a 
world at war. From the very first 
moment in the life of young Ameri- 
can manhood and womanhood when 
it begins to develop consciousness 
and understanding beyond the ado- 
lescent stage it knows only a coun- 
try and a world that are at war. The 
war, with all its issues and prob- 
lems and future perspectives, dom- 
inates their lives and their think- 


ing, with a completeness that is 
all-pervading. 

This war generation of American 
youth has been almost completely 
organized into two great columns 
of fighters for victory; fighters in 


uniform and fighters in overalls. 
Even the schools are adjusting their 
curricula to become “feed lines” for 
the entry of students into the armed 
forces or into war production. 
The first new fact about this 
war generation of American youth 
is that millions of them, including 
tens of thousands of girls, have en- 
tered the armed forces. This has 
had the most deep-going repercus- 
sions among them and has created 
a whole new complex of adjust- 
ments in their lives, in their think- 
ing, in their relationship to the rest 
of the population, in the role which 
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they play in all considerations of 
public policy. It automatically fore- 
casts in broad outlines the nature 
of the problems which will confront 
our nation and these youth in the 
armed forces upon their return from 
the trenches, upon their demobili- 
zation, rehabilitation, and reabsorp- 
tion into the schools, factories, and 
farms of the country. 

The struggle over these questions 
is already going on now in quite 
open forms on the many imme- 
diate issues which have come up for 
consideration in all the governing 
bodies of our nation. We have only 
to look at the efforts of the de- 
featists to set the youth in the 
armed forces against the labor 
movement and against the victory 
policies of the Roosevelt Adminis- 
tration. Illustrative of these efforts 
is the reprehensible campaign 
waged by Rickenbacker, Clare 
Booth Luce and others to impreg- 
nate the youth in the armed forces 
with anti-labor moods in prepara- 
tion for their return after the war. 

A second new fact of historic im- 
portance about this war generation 
of American youth is the employ- 
ment of the overwhelming mass of 
youth of working age, including 
*teen age youth and girls, in indus- 
try. These youth belong to a new 
generation that has never known 
unemployment, a generation that is 
entering into industry and into the 
organized labor movement from the 
first moment of its mature life. 
They enter into industry under con- 
ditions in which labor is a matter 
of patriotic honor and pride. Hence, 
they display an attitude to work 
and to the trade unions, the organi- 
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zation of workers, which is unprec- 
edented in our country. Already 
the number of youth in the unions 
runs into the millions. The great 
possibility exists, in fact, to make 
this first generation of employed 
youth also the first generation of 
organized trade union youth in the 
history of our country. 

At the same time, a whole series 
of new social problems has been 
created for youth as a result of the 
mobilization of millions of youth in 
the armed forces; of the mass’ in- 
flux of youth into the basic indus- 
tries in the boom war centers; of 
the entry of mothers into industry. 
A wholesale uprooting of youth 
from their home communities, from 
their families, friends, organiza- 
tions, clubs, and churches has taken 
place. The entire normal life of 
millions of young people has been 
disarranged. 

One of the most dramatic out- 
ward manifestations of these new 
social problems has been the dis- 
turbing growth of juvenile delin- 
quency in all the chief war produc- 
tion centers of the country. While 
it would be wrong to be deceived 
by the lurid exaggerations of un- 
scrupulous newspapers bent more 
on circulation than on disseminat- 
ing the truth, it would be equally 
wrong to take any cold comfort 
from the fact that the total num- 
ber of “juvenile offenders” is small 
in comparison to the mass of youth. 
We are confronted with a problem 
of the first magnitude in the phe- 
nomenon of wartime juvenile delin- 
quency. 

The war has brought forward the 
role and problems of youth in a 
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new way not only on the military 
and industrial field but also on the 
political field. The most signifi- 
cant evidence of this fact is the 
widespread and rapidly growing 
movement to lower the voting age 
to 18. In the state of Georgia the 
age level has already been lowered 
to 18. This reflects a growing rec- 
ognition among both youth and 
adults that youth have a right to 


participate in the councils of 
state. This recognition has 
been developing over a_ long 


period of time. The war brought 
it to a sharp focus and crystallized 
it into a movement to lower the 
voting age. It underscores as never 
before the new political role of 
youth, the political maturity of 
youth, the desire of youth to as- 
sume every responsibility of citi- 
zenship. 

This growing political maturity of 
large masses of youth reflects the 
changes that have taken place in 
their moods, sentiments and think- 
ing. These changes have resulted 
in a deepened patriotic, anti-fas- 
cist consciousness and understand- 
ing. 

This is a war for national libera- 
tion. The national independence of 
cur country is at stake. What mil- 
lions of youth prior to the war touk 
for granted, this generation of youth 
is fighting and dying to preserve. 
As never before, therefore, that 
roble sense of patriotism and true 
love of country which American 
youth have always had have been 
deepened and have taken on new 
end added meaning. 

The war of the United Nations 
is a war against the fascist Axis. 
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For the first time, therefore, mil- 
lions of youth see clearly that fas- 
cism is the enemy of the nation. 
They see the true face of fascism 
revealed in the devastation which it 
has carried with it into peaceful 
I:nds, in the slavery which its “New 
Order” has established in the occu- 
pied countries, in the medieval bar- 
barism and savagery which are its 
pattle standard, in the horrible fate 
which awaits the people of every 
country in which fascism is allowed 
to raise its flag and establish its 
rule. 

For the first time millions of 
youth see our great Soviet ally and 
its heroic Red Army and people in 
a new light. They begin, as never 
before, te understand the need for 
the closest friendship and collab- 
oration between the United States 
and the Soviet Union, the two most 
powerful democracies in the world, 
as the key to victory and to a just 
and durable peace. 

With millions of young people 
now in the trade unions, large 
masses of them begin to see, as 
never before, that the labor 
movement is the most progressive 
social force in modery society, the 
most consistently democratic force 
in our country’s life, the backbone 
of our nation’s war effort. The 
labor movement has begun to 
exert a profound influence upon 
the thinking and activities of 
large masses of hitherto un- 
employed or unorganized youth. 
They begin more and more to look 
to the labor movement as their 
champion, as the spokesman for 
their needs and aspirations. They 
begin to draw sustenance and 
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strength for their own deepening 
enti-fascist consciousness and un- 
derstanding from the growing 
strength and increasing political 
maturity of the labor movement. 
They begin to understand, as never 
before, that both the present and 
the future of youth are intimately 
bound up with the development of 
a strong labor movement, that there 
will be no “lost generation” after 
the war if there is a strong labor 
movement which plays. its full role 
in the life of our nation. 

Large masses of youth begin to 
understand for the first time, be- 
cause of the very wartime require- 
ments of our country, the need to 
fight for the full integration of the 
Negro people in the life of our na- 
tion, for the abolition of Jim Crow- 
ism, discrimination, segregation; for 
the strengthening of Negro-white 
unity; for full social, political and 
economic equality for the Negro 
people. 

For the first time large masses 
of youth see what the productive 
resources of our country can accom- 
plish when efforts are made to 
achieve maximum production and 
employment. They begin to see 
what it should also be possible to 
accomplish in times of peace. They 
will not accept a post-war world of 
mass unemployment. They are con- 
cerned as never before with the 
future, with the need to work for a 
new future for themselves and for 
their country, a future in which 
their dreams and aspirations for a 
better land and a better world will 
be realized. 

The problems of the post-war 
world will bring the masses of 
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youth face to face with the task of 
building this new future for them- 
selves and their country. The key 
to this future is the strengthening 
of United Nations unity now and its 
continuation and consolidation in 
the post-war period. 

The general nature of certain 
domestic problems, as well as the 
general direction of policies provid- 
ing for a progressive solution of 
some of these problems under the 
given relation of forces, have ‘al- 
ready been indicated in the report 
of the National Resources Planning 
Board, made public by President 
Roosevelt. They have been indi- 


cated in the policies advanced in 
the most recent speech of President 
Roosevelt for providing the service- 
men demobilized after the war with 
a “stake,” with the guarantee of a 


job as well as the means of liveli- 
hood till the job is gotten, with the 
possibility of resuming interrupted 
education. 

The post-war world will bring 
youth face to face with the task 
of building this new future by 
fighting for the defense and exten- 
sion of democracy at home against 
all attempts of reactionary forces 
to curtail or destroy it. For it is 
quite clear that the defeat of Hit- 
ler and the Axis will deal a power- 
ful blow to the defeatists and the 
forces of reaction in the United 
States; reaction will be weakened. 
But its very weaknesses will make 
it more desperate in its assaults 
against the democratic interests of 
the youth and the entire people. 

Ever larger masses of youth are 
deeply conscious of, and increasing- 
ly alert to, these already visible 
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problems of the post-war world. 
This deepening of the patriotic, 
anti-fascist consciousness of large 
masses of youth has been brought 
about, primarily, by the impact of 
powerful economic, social and po- 
litical forces as well as by new de- 
velopments of an_ international 
character. At the same time, the 
fact that these changes have taken 
place among youth is in no small 
measure due to the pioneering work 
of the Young Communist League. 
The Young Communist League 
was the first youth organization to 
raise the banner of struggle for cor- 
rect policies on all these issues 
around which there has finally de- 
veloped a deeper understanding 
among youth. In many cases, and 
sometimes over long years, the 
Y.C.L. was the only youth organi- 
zation to champion those policies. 
Not only this. The Young Commu- 
nist League also did important 
pioneering work in organizing the 
unorganized youth in the basic in- 
dustries. It therefore contributed 
modestly but significantly in help- 
ing to establish a basis for the 
growth of that force which has 
played such a decisive role in help- 
ing to deepen the anti-fascist con- 
sciousness of large masses of youth 
—the organized labor movement. 
With a full appreciation of the 
great contributions which _ the 
Young Communist League has 
made toward helping solve these 
new problems, it is at the same time 
true that a new type of organiza- 
tion, much broader than the Young 
Communist League and capable of 
uniting within its ranks hundreds 
of thousands of advanced anti-fas- 
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cist youth, is required by the times. 
Only such an organization can cope 
with the new situation in which 
youth finds itself today and help 
solve the new problems which al- 
ready confront youth as well as 
those which will confront it after 
victory is won. These requirements 
press upon us insistently and dic- 
tate the action which the National 
Council of the Young Communist 
League proposes to the convention. 


The proposal “to change the pro- 
gram and name of the Y.C.L. and to 
broaden its leadership in order to 
help create a new united anti-fas- 
cist youth organization” is not the 
product of any momentary inspira- 
tion. It has its origin in what has 
been a basic policy of the Young 
Communist League for many years. 
It is necessary te understand what 
is old in the proposal as well as 
what is new in it; to see its con- 
tinuity with the past as well as 
its significance for the future. 

In 1935, soon after the rise to 
rower of Hitler fascism, the Young 
Cummunist League advanced this 
basic policy for the first time. It 
concretizea this policy by proposing 
that a united anti-fascist youth 
league be created through the or- 
ganic merger of the Young Com- 
munist League with other advanced 
enti-fascist youth organizations and 
forces into a new organization. 

This proposal was put forth be- 
cause of the urgent necessity to 
achieve the greatest possible unity 
of the advanced anti-fascist youth 
in order to help beat back and de- 
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feat the fascist menace to the peace, 
happiness, lives and security of 
American youth and the nation 
which came to the fore when Hit- 
ler took power. 

In advancing this proposal, the 
Young Communist League also took 
into account, at that time, the fact 
that great changes were beginning 
te take place, even then, among the 
masses of youth. For even at that 
time there were beginning to emerge 
those new factors which the war 
has brought to such a sharp focus 
on such a mass scale today. 

At the same time the Young Com- 
munist League understood that it 
must begin to make its own direct 
contribution to the building of such 
a new united organization. It there- 
fore began, as far back as 1935, to 
change the content of its work, the 
form of its activities and the struc- 
ture of its organization in order to 
enable large numbers of non-Com- 
munist youth to belong to it and to 
work within it. It began to make 
clear that membership in the Y.C.L. 
did not require support to the prin- 
ciple of a future socialist society as 
a condition for membership. 

It has been on this basis that the 
Y.C.L. has been working for the 
past eight years. As a result, the 
Y.C.L. even as it exists today, is not, 
if we wish to speak accurately, a 
Communist youth organization. Its 
activities are those which all ad- 
vanced anti-fascists — Communist 
and non-Communist alike—can sup- 
port and in which they can partici- 
pate. The practical effect of not 
requiring as a condition for mem- 
bership support to the principle of 
a future socialist society has been 
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to modify in practice the program of 
our organization in so far as it based 
itself on this principle. It was quite 
inevitable, therefore, that in its 
growth the Y.C.L. should, more and 
more, recruit young people who did 
not have a socialist outlook; in ac- 
tual fact a substantial part of the 
membership of the Y.C.L. today is 
not socialist in its belief or out- 
look. 

The call to the convention empha- 
sizes this fact when it states that 

“. .. in the character of its work, 
in the form of its activity, in the 
composition of its membership, the 
Young Communist League has been 
transforming itself into a much 
broader type of organization which 
unites within its ranks patriotic, 
anti-fascist youth regardless of po- 


litical belief or party affiliation.” 


These facts, even if they should 
be considered by themselves, would 
be sufficient to warrant taking such 
action as would result in bringing 
the name of our organization, its 
program, and the composition of its 
leadership into correspondence with 
the type of organization that the 
Y.C.L. really is. For such action 
would be necessary registration of 
the changes which have already 
taken place within the organiza- 
tion. 

It would be wrong to think, how- 
ever, that the changes proposed for 
the convention are a matter of sim- 
ply recording in a formal way what 
already exists within the Y.C.L. as 
it functions today. It would be 
wrong to think that the changes 
proposed for the convention are a 
matter of simply broadening the 


Y.C.L. still further in the same way 
as previous conventions broadened 
it out. 

The proposals which are ad- 
vanced for consideration of the con- 
vention are such as will speed up 
the process already under way in 
the Y.C.L. for many years, advance 
it to a higher stage and thus help 
to bring into existence something 
qualitatively new. 

For that is what will be the po- 
litical result of making © such 
fundamental changes as __ those 
that are proposed. We will in ac- 
tuality have, as a result, the begin- 
nings of a new organization and not 
merely the old organization with 
some slight modifications. 

This does not mean that it will 
be a new organization that will 
spring “full fashioned from the 
brow of Jove.” Not at all. It is 
the Y.C.L. as it exists today which 
is transforming itself into a new or- 
ganization. Consequently, it will be 
a new organization which does not, 
from the beginning, embrace all or 
even a majority of the forces among 
the youth which must ultimately be 
involved in a united anti-fascist 
youth organization. It will, there- 
fore, have to take whatever steps 
are necessary after the convention 
to involve these forces. 

We must never forget that the 
full development of a united anti- 
fascist youth organization cannot 
be achieved in a one-sided way by 
the unilateral action of the Y.C.L. 
alone. The Y.C.L. alone can only 
take the first step in this direction. 
It is proposed that the forthcom- 
ing national convention of the 
Y.C.L. shall take this first step. 
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That is why the call to the con- 
vention states: 


« . . the National Council has 
discussed proposals . . . to change 
the program and name of the 
Young Communist League in order 
to help create a new united anti- 
fascist youth organization.” (Italics 
mine.—M.W.) 


* * « 


What should be the character of 
the new organization into which 
the Young Communist League should 
transform itself? 

The following general considera- 
tions should guide the delegates to 
the convention in formulating the 
program to be adopted there: 


1. It should be an organization 
which places in the center of all its 
work the mobilization of the masses 
of youth to help win the war for 
national liberation, to smash fas- 
cism. This must be the very heart 
and core of the activities in which 
the organization engages. In the 
first place, this means helping in 
every way possible to speed the 
opening of the second front in west- 
ern Europe in order to make 1943 
the year of victory over Hitler. It 
means doing everything possible to 
strengthen national unity in sup- 
port of President Roosevelt and our 
nation’s war policies and to ex- 
pose and combat the treacherous 
conspiracies and fifth-column diver- 
sions of the defeatists. It means 
doing everything possible to in- 
crease the service of American 
youth to the war effort through the 
development of activities for the 
welfare of the servicemen; for the 


promotion of the training, health, 
fitness and trade union organization 
of working youth in order to in- 
crease their productive efficiency 
for victory; for organizing the mass 
participation of youth in civilian 
defense, voluntary farm labor, don- 
ation of blood, sale and purchase of 
war bonds and stamps, collection of 
waste materials and scrap; for the 
full and complete devotion of all 
its strength and energy to the su- 
preme cause of victory over Hitler 
and the Axis. 

2. It should be an organization 
of young people dedicated to char- 
acter building and education in the 
spirit of our democratic ideals, 
drawing strength and inspiration 
from the labor movement and the 
great democratic traditions of our 
country and the example of those 
patriots who founded it and led it 
through the crises of history, faith- 
ful at every stage to the interests 
of our people. 

3. It should take its stand by the 
side of the working class, which is 
the most progressive social force 
in modern society, the most consist- 
ently democratic force in our coun- 
try’s life, the backbone of Ameri- 
can democracy. The satisfaction of 
the immediate needs and the future 
aspirations of youth are bound up 
with the strengthening of the labor 
movement and the full development 
of its political role in our national 
life. Therefore it should support 
the building of the labor movement, 
help defend it from attack by its 
enemies and encourage all working 
youth to become active members of 
the labor movement. While giving 
attention to other sections of youth, 
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it should have the main base of its 
membership among the working 
class youth. 

4. It should dedicate itself to 
serving our nation, the labor move- 
ment and the youth by encouraging 
young people to undertake their re- 
sponsibilities and obligations as 
citizens of a democracy, by stimu- 
lating their energetic participation 
in all civic affairs, by helping to 
draw youth fully into the economic, 
social and political life of our na- 
tion. 

5. Basing itself squarely on the 
democratic institutions of our coun- 
try, it should pledge to protect and 
defend the Constitution of the 
United States; to expose and fight 
against all subversive efforts of fas- 
cists and reactionaries to attack, un- 
dermine or destroy American de- 
mocracy from without or within, to 


defend civil liberties, religious free- 
dom and equal rights for all peo- 
ple, condemning all concepts of race 


or national superiority and con- 
demning all the other doctrines 
of prejudice, bigotry and intoler- 
ance. 

6. It should be concerned with 
every vital need and interest of 
youth, championing their economic, 
social and political rights, helping 
to assure their security and happi- 
ness by safeguarding the American 
home and family and by guarantee- 
ing youth’s opportunity for educa- 
tion, for work and for recrea- 
tion. 

7. It should work for the full in- 
tegration of the Negro youth in the 
life of our nation, for the complete 
abolition of all forms of Jim Crow- 
ism, discrimination and segregation, 
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for the strengthening of the unity 
of Negro and white, for full gs. 
ciai, economic and political equal- 
ity for the Negro people. 

8. It should help enrich the lives 
of young people by encouraging 
their study and knowledge of man- 
kind’s heritage in the arts and 
sciences, by promoting their partici- 
pation in wholesome cultural, rec- 
reational and social activities, by 
developing the most widespread fit- 
ness and sports activities. 

9. It should strive to inculcate a 
high standard of personal moral- 
ity and ethics, a devotion to the 
principles of clean living, helping to 
train healthy minds in healthy bod- 
ies. 

10. It should reject all teachings 
of national exclusiveness and help 
develop a vibrant and living spirit 
of internationalism, helping to build 
a fraternal fellowship with the 
youth of all lands who fight for 
freedom against fascism, oppression 
and tyranny. It should work to 
strengthen the United Nations coal- 
ition, particularly to promote and 
develop friendship and collabora- 
tion between the United States and 
the Soviet Union, the two most 
powerful democracies in the world, 
having different social systems but 
a common national interest in ce- 
menting their friendship and col- 
laboration. Such American-Soviet 
collaboration is the key to victory 
and a just and durable peace. 

11. It should dedicate itself to 
working for the unity of the young 
generation, of labor and of the peo- 
ple which alone can achieve these 
aims. 

12. It should dedicate itself to 
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working for the continued exten- 
sion and expansion of democracy 
in every sphere of the economic, 
social and political life of our coun- 
try in order to help realize in all 
its fullness our dream of a land of 
full oportunity for youth, an Ameri- 
ca in which insecurity, poverty and 
want have been abolished, an 
America that is peaceful, free, pros- 
perous and happy. 

It is clear that an organization 
based on such principles as have 
been quite generally outlined here 
will be an organization to which 
youth—Communist and non-Com- 
munist—can belong regardless of 
party considerations and on the 
consideration only that they sup- 
port this program. 

Such an organization would be 
open to the full, free and demo- 
cratic discussion of all policies, pro- 
grams, theories, proposed by the 
various political parties for the 
achievement of the objectives set 
forth in its principles. Such dis- 
cussion should be encouraged 
through the medium of lectures, 
forums, debates, literature and 
other forms of free expression of 
opinion. This means, quite natur- 
ally, that there will also be full 
freedom for all youth within the 
organization who desire to study 
Marxism and Marxist theory. For 
one does not have to be a Marx- 
ist or subscribe to Marxist theor- 
ies to understand that Marxism, the 
advanced science of the interna- 
tional working class, is a most im- 
portant and vital current of mod- 
ern democratic thought. 

When the young people who be- 
long to this organization, after study 


and experience, reach conviction in 
their own minds and decide to join 
or support any political party they 
will naturally do so. But the or- 
ganization itself will be non-parti- 
san. 

As for those youth who are Com- 
munist, that is, who accept the full 
program of the Communist Party on 
both immediate and ultimate ques- 
tions, there is no need for any spe- 
cial Communist youth organiza- 
tion. The only special Communist 
organization to which they should 
belong is the Communist Party it- 
self. Of course, like all other 
youth, Communist youth will be- 
long to many different organizations 
depending on their personal inter- 
ests, whether these be athletic, cul- 
tural or something else. Since they 
are above all interested in mak- 
ing the kind of contribution to the 
welfare of the youth and the nation 
which the program that has been 
outlined makes possible, they will 
quite logically find their place in 
such an organization. 

For more than ten years this con- 
ception of the relationship between 
the Communist Party and youth or- 
ganizations—in particular, the 
Y.C.L.—has been expounded as the 
policy of the Communist Party by 
its General Secretary, Earl Brow- 
der. The Communist Party has not 
regarded the Y.C.L. as its “Youth 
Section” or its “auxiliary” in which 
youth are “prepared” for member- 
ship in the Communist Party in 
some sort of “preliminary” way. 

This was made quite clear, for 
example, in the message sent by 
Browder to the 9th National Con- 
vention of the Y.C.L. in May, 1939: 
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“Your organization is not subor- 
dinated, not auxiliary to the Com- 
munist Party. It is an entirely in- 
dependent organization, standing 
on its own feet. Membership in the 
Y.C.L. does not commit one to any 
party program or discipline. Each 
one will choose his party program 
and discipline for himself when he 
feels that he is sufficiently mature 
in understanding and experience to 
make a wise and _ permanent 
choice.” 


From time to time this basic prin- 
ciple repeatedly made clear by 
Earl Browder has not been adhered 
to in certain lower organizations 
of the Communist Party or Y.C.L. 
But this has been true only be- 
cause that principle has not been 
uniformly understood in these low- 
er organizations, with a resultant 
distortion, on occasion, of the nor- 
mal relations between the Commu- 
nist Party and the Y.C.L. 

It is certainly true that thou- 
sands of youth who joined the 
Y.C.L. later joined the Communist 
Party and that many of them be- 
came able leaders of the Commu- 
nist Party. All Communists will 
naturally hope that thousands of 
youth who will join the new organi- 
zation will also later join the Com- 
munist Party, and that many will 
become leaders of the Communist 
Party. But it is also true that 
thousands of youth now in the 
Communist Party never belonged 
to the Y.C.L. and that thousands of 
youth who belonged to the Y.C.L. 
never joined the Communist Party. 
This will probably also be true in 
respect to the organization we are 
discussing. 

Acceptance of a Marxist outlook 


and principles by youth depends 
upon their living experience where- 
ever they are—in the political 
struggle, in the shop, school, farm, 
community and upon the independ- 
ent role of the Communist Party it- 
self and the activities of its mem- 
bers wherever these members hap- 
pen to be. 

Communists believe that ever 
larger and increasing numbers of 
young people and, in the long run, 
a majority of American youth will 
ultimately see that only by equip- 
ping itself with the science of 
Marxism and enriching this science 
with the great experiences of the 
American labor and democratic 
movement can the American work- 
ing class find its proper path toa 
final solution of all problems. But 
to the extent that any particular 
organization has the political re- 
sponsibility for this, it is the re- 
sponsibility of the Communist 
Party itself and not any other so- 
called “preparatory” organization. 

The changes that are proposed 
for the convention will help to re- 
move certain obstacles which have, 
hitherto, impeded the building of a 
broad anti-fascist youth organiza- 
tion. There can be no question of 
the fact that the name and program 
of the Y.C.L. were such as to imply 
that membership in the organiza- 
tion automatically committed one to 
acceptance of the immediate and ul- 
timate program of the Communist 
Party and that they therefore op- 
erated to prevent from joining it 
thousands of youth who supported 
its immediate program and activity. 
It is equally true that the changes 
will help blunt certain weapons 
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used by defeatists and reactionaries 
who pointed to the name of the or- 
ganization as “evidence” that the 
y.C.L. was the “youth section” of 
the Communist Party and not an in- 
dependent organization. 

The chagrin of the defeatists at 
having their weapons blunted is 
shown in the fact that the defeat- 
ist press has attempted to distort 
the meaning of the proposed 
changes as a maneuver by the Com- 
munists to build a new organization 
through which the Communist 
Party will “lure” youth to its folds 
in some machiavellian fashion. 
This is an insult to the intelligence 
of American youth, who are not 
naive simpletons who can be 
“lured” into anything. It is, at the 
same time, a slander and a distor- 
tion of the attitude of the Commu- 
nist Party to the youth movement 
and to every organization within 
the youth movement, organizations 
whose independence, integrity, 
democracy and discipline it has al- 
ways respected. 

The defeatist press has also at- 
tempted to distort the meaning of 
the proposed changes as an “ad- 
mission” that the Communists have 
been “discredited,” that they have 
failed to attract youth “under their 
own banners” and now want to do 
it under a different name. 

How ridiculous this charge is can 
be seen from the fact that it is pre- 
cisely in this period that, small as it 
is, the Young Communist League 
has experienced its greatest rate 
of growth and has been witness to a 
constant rise of its influence and 
prestige. 

For example, among the Negro 
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youth the very name of our organi- 
zation today—Young Communist 
League—has been accepted by them 
as an iron-clad guarantee that it 
can be counted upon to fight re- 
lentlessly and uncompromisingly 
against Jim Crowism, discrimina- 
tion and segregation, for unity of 
Negro and white, for full social, 
economic and political equality for 
the Negro people. The Negro 
youth identify the Young Commu- 
nist League with the struggle for 
Negro rights. The Young Commu- 
nist League prides itself on this fact. 

This badge of honor, won in the 
struggle for Negro rights, must be 
guarded jealously. It must be kept 
bright and clear as a most treas- 
ured possession. The changes which 
are proposed for the convention 
must be such as will result in build- 
ing an organization which will be 
able to fight even more effectively 
than the Y.C.L. has been able to 
do for the full integration of the 
Negro youth in the life of the na- 
tion, for the abolition of all forms 
of discrimination and segregation, 
for the firmest unity of Negro and 
white youth, for full social, political 
and economic equality between Ne- 
gro and white. 


* * * 


It is clear that an organization 
such as the one we are discussing 
in this article will be completely 
independent of the Communist 
Party, both organizationally and 
politically. It will determine its 
attitude to the proposals and poli- 
cies of the Communist Party on the 
basis of the merits of those poli- 
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cies. It will determine its attitude 
to all other democratic political par- 
ties and forces in the same way. 
It will be non-partisan and will 
have fraternal relations with all pa- 
triotic, anti-fascist groups and or- 
ganizations. 

This does not mean, however, that 
the organization can or should be 
neutral on the question of Red-bait- 
ing or in the face of the fascist- 
inspired anti-Communist crusade. 
Quite the contrary, by its very na- 
ture and in full compliance with its 
non-partisan, democratic character, 
it must militantly champion the 
principle of the full citizenship of 
the Communist Party in the demo- 
cratic life of our country. 

This is not a task for the Commu- 
nists alone. Anti-Communism is 
as much a fascist, anti-democratic 
doctrine as is anti-Semitism, anti- 
Negro prejudice or anti-Catholicism. 

The task of fighting against race 
prejudice, against Jim Crowism, 
segregation, discrimination is not 
the task of the Negro people alone; 
it is the task of Negro and white. 

The task of fighting anti-Semit- 
ism is not the task of the Jewish 
people alone. It is the task of all 
democratic forces, Jewish and non- 
Jewish. As such, the youth organ- 
ization we envisage must undertake 
this task as one of its most impor- 
tant responsibilities. 

The task of fighting anti-Catholi- 
cism, a doctrine spread so insidi- 
ously by the fascist fifth column, 
is not a task which falls to the lot 
of Catholic believers alone. It is 
the responsibility which falls upon 
the shoulders of all democratic 
forces, Catholic and non-Catholic 


alike. The new organization must 
take up this struggle. 

In the same way the task of 
fighting anti-Communism, with all 
that this implies in the way of Red- 
baiting and exceptional anti-Com- 
munist laws and practices, is not 
a task which should be left to the 
Communists alone. It is the obliga- 
tion of all democratic forces and 
must be undertaken by every or- 
ganization which directly stands 
upon patriotic principles of democ- 
racy. As such, the youth organiza- 
tion which we discuss must mili- 
tantly champion the rights of Com- 
munists to full citizenship in our 
democratic life. 

Incidentally, this makes it clear 
how superficial is the view that the 
changes which are proposed have 
been advanced out of a desire to 
avoid Red-baiting. There can be 
no retreat in the fight against Red- 
baiting, except by those prepared 
to abandon democracy’s cause. 


* * * 


We have said that the general 
principles which should form the 
basis for the new organization into 
which the Y.C.L. is transforming 
itself are supported by hundreds of 


thousands of youth. Among such 
youth are young people who are 
now in existing organizations like 
the Y.M.C.A., Y.W.C.A., settlements, 
Catholic Youth organizations, etc. 

Will this result in any kind of 
competition between the organiza- 
tion whose creation we are discuss- 
ing and these established youth or- 
ganizations and youth serving agen- 
cies? Absolutely not. 

Each of such organizations which 
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are traditional in American life 
has a specific function which cannot 
be substituted for by any other or- 
ganization. This can be seen most 
clearly when we understand, for 
example, that the function of the 
Y.M.C.A. and Y.W.C.A. is to edu- 
cate youth in Christian principles; 
that the function of the Catholic 
Youth organizations is to educate 
youth into a spirit conforming to the 
doctrinal requirements of the 
Catholic Church; that the function 
of the Boy Scouts is to develop out- 
door scouting activities, etc. None 
of these specific functions can be 
substituted for by any other or- 
ganization. There is room for, and 
need for, the growth and develop- 
ment to many times their present 
size of each of the traditional 
youth-serving organizations now in 
the field. 

At the same time, there is the pos- 
sibility and the need for the mass 
growth and development of an or- 
ganization based on the type of pro- 
gram discussed in this article, a pro- 
gram quite distinct from and more 
advanced than those on which all 
other youth organizations are based. 

All of these organizations, each 
in its own way, will help to make 
a specific contribution to American 
democracy. What is needed, in fact, 
is not only such a new organiza- 
tion as that into which the Y.C.L. 
is transforming itself but also the 
establishment on a national scale 
of a center of collaboration through 
which all patriotic, democratic 
youth organizations, including this 
new organization, can collaborate 
and coordinate their activities in the 
fight for victory and a just peace. 
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The establishment of such a na- 
tional center of collaboration of the 
youth organizations of the country 
is one of the major tasks which con- 
front the youth movement of this 
country. Such a center of collabo- 
ration would give enormous im- 
petus to the work now being done 
by youth in support of the war, 
would help cement national unity 
and would enormously multiply the 
contributions of youth to victory. 
The organization we envisage will 
work to help establish such national 
cooperation between all youth or- 
ganizations in order to bring about 
the maximum mobilization of the 
energies of all youth for victory 
in the war and for guaranteeing the 
future of the youth after victory 
has been won. 

We call upon all far-sighted 
young people who see the need for 
building such a new, broad anti- 
fascist youth organization on the 
basis of the program outlined here 
to cooperate with the Y.C.L. in 
helping to establish and build it. 
We publicly solicit such coopera- 
tion and are prepared to consider 
and discuss any serious proposal 
which will help to advance the ob- 
jectives outlined. 

The National Convention of the 
Young Communist League will be a 
historic landmark in the life of the 
American youth movement. It will 
be an important step in the direc- 
tion of building a new, broad, anti- 
fascist youth organization of hun- 
dreds of thousands of patriotic, 
democratic youth, consecrated to 
victory and to a happier future for 
youth after victory has been won. 

















O ONE is yet in a position to 
provide an over-all picture of 
the real situation in Nazi Germany. 
The “National-Socialist” dictator- 
ship, especially under war condi- 
tions, has no barometers such as a 
free press, free organizations, or 
representative bodies which could 
serve to indicate the temper of the 
German people. The outbreak of a 
broad people’s movement under the 
Nazi dictatorship will therefore al- 
ways be characterized by “surprise,” 
“suddenness,” even though signs of 
greater or less importance have al- 
ready marked the direction of such 
a development. 

If one analyzes all the indications, 
slight or otherwise, reported from 
the most varied sources, one comes 
to the concusion, in estimating the 
inner situation in Nazi Germany to- 
day, that the political crisis of the 
National-Socialist dictatorship is 
being accelerated. 

The prestige of Hitler and of the 
dictatorship has been shaken de- 
cisively in all classes and strata as 
a result of the mighty defeats dur- 
ing this summer on the Russian 
front and in Sicily, by the ousting of 
Mussolini and the development of 
an anti-fascist people’s movement 
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D ITS SIGNIFICANCE 





in Italy, and by the fearful bom- 
bardment of German cities. 

Since the military and political 
victories of the Nazi dictatorship in 
the past were, in addition to terror, 
the source of great strength of the 
National-Socialist dictatorship in its 
influence on’ broad masses of the 
people, so the military and political 
defeats of Hitler and the dictator- 
ship are beginning to destroy this 
influence at its base. 

Hitler, the “supreme command- 
er,” is made responsible for the mili- 
tary defeats. Hitler, “the Fuehrer,” 
chose the policy of attacking the 
Soviet Union and declared war on 
the United States and thus brought 
about the coalition of the three 
mightiest states of the world against 
Germany. Hitler, “the Fuehrer,” 
led Germany, at whose feet all Eu- 
rope lay defenseless after the victory 
over France, into its present catas- 
trophic situation. The dream of the 
great victories, of the “New Order” 
in Europe and of the world under 
the whip of German imperialism, is 
coming to an end. The time of bit- 
ter awakening has begun and pro- 
ceeds apace. 

As a result of military blows, 
conditions are ripening in Nazi 
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Germany which awaken in every 
class and section the conviction: It 
cannot go on this way any longer; 
since victory has become impossible, 
another solution must be found. 
This situation is breaking up the 
forced unity of the German people, 
established with blood and terror 
and the most repulsive demagogy 
and systematic stupefaction. 

It can therefore be expected that 
the anti-fascist workers will become 
polder and more active and their 
anti-fascist activity find a greater 
response and support among the 
masses. They are, of course, in the 
main those workers who forewarned 
the Germans of this development in 
which they find themselves today 
and who were, in consequence, per- 
secuted as “traitors” to their own 
country, outlawed, and many of 
them killed. The masses of the 
city and rural petty bourgeoisie, 
more securely harnessed to the char- 
iot of victorious German imperial- 
ism than even in the first World 
War, are beginning to doubt, to wa- 
ver, and to look about for new 
leaders who could bring peace. In 
the top circles of the dictatorship, 
in the highest strata of the bour- 
geoisie, whose factories and ship- 
yards in Hamburg and the Ruhr 
have been destroyed, in the leading 
circles of the army, in the Nazi bu- 
reaucracy, a desperate search has 
also begun for a way out of the 
catastrophe and efforts are under 
way to shift the responsibility for 
it from one group to another. 

It is this situation also which has 
created a flood of uncontrollable ru- 
mors about upheavals and changes 
in the top circles of the dictatorship. 
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No one can say to what degree they 
are founded in the truth; anything 
is possible, but nothing is certain. 
Doubtess, these rumors also are 
harbingers of the sharpening crisis 
in the National-Socialist dictator- 
ship. 

But no matter what changes in 
the top circles of the National-So- 
cialist dictatorship may follow, no 
matter what “palace revolutions”— 
in which genuine people’s revolu- 
tions indeed often begin but never 
end—may take place, the rulers of 
Germany are trying to prepare a 
way out of the approaching catas- 
trophe by the following methods: 

1. Desperate attempts to rupture 
the liberation war coalition. The 
rulers of Germany realize the feeling 
of the Soviet people about the fact 
that we and England have not yet 
decided to take advantage of the 
favorable situation created by the 
Red Army for the destruction of the 
Hitler regime through the opening 
of a genuine second front. The 
rulers of Germany realize, on the 
other hand, the fear in reactionary 
circles here of a victory in which 
the “Bolshevik Power” represents 
a mighty power, since the prestige 
of the Soviet Union among the peo- 
ples has risen tremendously, that 
will have a powerful voice, unmis- 
takably audible, in all post-war de- 
cisions. 

The rulers of Germany under- 
stand very .well the reasons, be- 
sides the military ones, which have 
thus far hindered the full military 
power of all the Allies from being 
thrown into the coalition war 
against Hitler. 

2. The attempt to make every 





808 THE COMMITTEE FOR A “FREE GERMANY” 


military success of the Allies against 
the Nazi armies as costly as pos- 
sible, to draw the war out as long 
as possible in order to weaken the 
Allies, to tire the Allied peoples and 
to give time for disruption and un- 
dermining to those forces who want 
to smash the liberation war coali- 
tion. 

3. Induce the masses of Germany 
to hold out by picturing defeat as 
the destruction of Germany and the 
extermination of the German. peo- 
ple. Defeat of Germany means the 
destruction of its industry, the 
slaughter of millions of Germans, 
the partition of Germany, and the 
end of a national German state— 
that is what the German masses are 
told day in and day out, in order to 
counteract demoralization, war 
weariness, and the growing cry for 
peace. All the stops are pulled out 
in order to falsely portray Hitler’s 
robber war as a war to prevent the 
destruction of Germany and the en- 
slavement of every single German. 


* * a 


Under these general conditions 
there was recently founded in Mos- 
cow the National Committee for a 
“Free Germany,” which directed a 
Manifesto to the German people 
showing them a way out of the 
threatening crisis. 

Without a doubt this committee 
could never have been founded 
without the agreement of -the So- 
viet Union. Publication of the Mani- 
festo in Pravda and in the Red 


Army paper Red Star, as well as 
the several positive comments in 
the Soviet press on the founding of 


the committee and on the Manifesto, 
testify to the great significance 
which the authorities of the Sovie 
Union attribute to this develop. 
ment. 

The leaders of the Soviet Union 
have never, as the speeches of Stal. 
in and the Soviet propaganda to 
the German army prove, viewed 
the German people as an undiffer- 
entiated reactionary mass beyond 
redemption. Stalin foretold shortly 
after the attack of the Nazi armies 
on the Soviet Union, that during the 
course of this war, the Hitler home 
front would represent an ever 
greater danger for the Hitler re- 
gime, and called attention especially 
to the fact that the treacherous rup- 
ture of the Soviet-German pact by 
the Hitler dictatorship would have 
catastrophic consequences, politi- 
cally as well as militarily, for the 
Hitler regime. 

The Soviet Union, whose policies 
are guided by Marxist-Leninist 
principles, has never been guilty of 
such confusion as has been handed 
out as political wisdom in our own 
country as well as in England. It 
rejected both the thesis of the “re- 
actionary character of the German 
people,” and the whitewashing at- 
tempts by the Germans, especially 
by the reactionary Social-Demo- 
cratic emigrés. It rejected both 
the thesis that one must hate the 
German people, as well as the lib- 
eral-sounding thesis that hate is ir- 
reconcilable with Marxism-Lenin- 
ism. 

Marxism has hated and detested 
all backwardness, all barbarism, all 
despotism, all absolutism, all cow- 
ardice, all capitulation to the ene- 
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mies of progress, to the forces of 
parbarism. In this sense, Marx, 
Engels and Lenin were the greatest 
haters. In this sense there are no 
greater haters of National-Socialist 
barbarism than Stalin and the peo- 
ples of the Soviet Union. But 
Marxism-Leninism, however, does 
not hate blindly, but with open 
eyes. It analyzes and understands 
the reasons for the backwardness, 
the barbarism of a people; it sees 
in these facts, not the eternal char- 
acteristics of a people, but the re- 
sult of specific historic situations, 
which transform a people into piti- 
ful and blind tools of barbarism. 
Marxism-Leninism not only under- 
stands the reasons for the brutaliz- 
ing of a people, but understands 
also the factors and the circum- 
stances which can lead a people out 
of barbarism, out of the confines of 
its crimes, out of its own cowardice 
and indecisiveness. Applied to Nazi 
Germany this signifies the anti-fas- 
cist German revolution, in which 
Germany shall be cleansed of bar- 
barism by the Germans themselves, 
and in the course of which the Ger- 
mans shall be freed from their 
backwardness, from their subservi- 
ence to fascism, from their reaction- 
ary ideas which fascism has ham- 
mered into the heads of the German 
people. Our armies can only help 
in this task—but in the final analy- 
sis a people can make the turn from 
the realm of barbarism to civiliza- 
tion only through its own efforts 
and, through self-cleansing, liberate 
the world from the danger which 
it has thus far represented. 

The National Committee for a 
“Free Germany” is such a center, 
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that kind of instrument of the Ger- 
man anti-fascist liberation move- 
ment which leads to the German 
anti-fascist revolution. Without the 
developments of critical propor- 
tions in Nazi Germany, professional 
German officers, non-commissioned 
officers, and soldiers in prison camps 
in the Soviet Union would not have 
drawn up and signed, together with 
Communists and anti-fascist writ- 
ers, from the capital city of the 
enemy, a manifesto calling on their 
own army, their own people, to re- 
volt against the “supreme war lord” 
and for an anti-fascist revolution. 

Whoever knows professional Ger- 
man officers understands that the 
Soviet Government could never 
have compelled them to do this, 
even if it had had that intention. 
The only thing that the Soviet 
Union could do was to permit them 
to transmit to the German people 
that understanding which they had 
themselves gained, and to organize 
a center for the systematic trans- 
mission of this understanding, for 
the support of the German libera- 
tion movement. Thus, the creation 
of this committee and the manifesto 
drawn up by it, as well as the com- 
position of the committee, are a 
reflection of what is beginning to 
take place in the heads of the Ger- 
man prisoners in the Soviet Union 
and in the heads of the German 
people. 

German officers were trained un- 
der Hitler to see in the Soviet Union 
“Germany’s most terrible enemy,” 
the “destroyer of Germany.” But 
these officers had the opportunity 
to recognize and to learn that the 
Soviet Union was never an enemy 
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of the German people and of Ger- 
many, and that it endeavored al- 
ways to live on peaceful and friendly 
terms with Germany. Therefore, 
the organization of the national 
committee for a “Free Germany” 
and the publication of the manifesto 
in the Soviet Union is of special 
significance. The German east 
front is the main theater of war. 
It is there that the German army 
suffered its most terrible losses. It 
is there that more than 200 German 
divisions are stationed today. If 
the soldiers and officers of these di- 
visions come to the same under- 
standing as the German war pris- 
oners who participated in the or- 
ganization of the committee, if they 
come to the same conclusions as the 
officer and soldier of war prisoners 
came to in the National Committee 
and in the Manifesto, then the task 
of overthrowing the Hitler regime 
will be facilitated. 

German officers and soldiers are 
trained particularly against Com- 
munists. The fact that now German 
officers and soldiers organize a com- 
mittee together with Communists 
forced into exile, have drawn up a 
manifesto with a common program 
for a way out of the threatening 
catastrophe for the German people, 
that among the signers of the Mani- 
festo is the secretary of the Com- 
munist Party of Germany, Wilhelm 
Pieck, is significant in the destruc- 
tion of National-Socialist influence. 
For, German Communists have 
pledged, side by side with profes- 
sional German officers, to fight for 
a democratic Germany. German 
Communists who were branded as 
the enemies of their country by Na- 


tional-Socialism have worked outa 
program together with German off. 
cers for the salvation of the Germay 
nation. The creation of a committe 
with its present composition, there. 
fore, not only reflects the trend of 
developments in Germany towari 
the unification of all forces from 
all camps in the fight for peace, ip 
the fight to overthrow Hitler, in 
the fight for a new democratic Ger- 
many, but the example of the con- 
position of this committee will fuw- 
thermore speed the process of wi- 
fying all anti-Hitler forces, al 
forces who in Germany are search- 
ing for a way out of the catas- 
trophe. 

Above all, the establishment of 
this committee will make easier the 
cooperation of the workers with the 
soldiers and officers for the over- 
throw of the Hitler regime—ani 
that is a decisive point for every 
anti-fascist revolution in Germany, 
where the Nazi dictatorship has 
hundreds of thousands of carefully 
selected and particularly well armed 
special soldiers at its command. 

The Manifesto of the Nationa 
Committee for a “Free Germany’ 
is no abstract post-war specula- 
tion, not some kind of a “plan” for 
post-war Germany, as are so fre- 
quently concocted here and there. 
The Manifesto does not tell the 
Germans that when the war is over 
and Hitler is overthrown, this or 
that should be done with Germany. 
The authors of the Manifesto show 
the inseparable connection between 
the fate of Germany and the post- 
war situation, on the one hand, and 
the struggle for the ending of the 
war and for the overthrow of the 
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Hitler dictatorship by the Germans 
themselves, on the other. The 
authors of the Manifesto have 
no illusions themselves, nor do they 
offer any to the Germans, about 
Germany’s. status, if the German 
people let themselves be led to the 
slaughter by the Hitler regime to 
the last bullet and the last bay- 
onet. In opposition to the National- 
Socialist propaganda which tells the 
Germans, “We’re all in the same 
poat,” the Manifesto advises the 
Germans to throw the Hitler dicta- 
torship overboard, and thus to sal- 
vage the ship of Germany for the 
yoyage into the harbor of peace. 
The German officers and soldiers 
are urged to clear out of all occu- 
pied territory completely and to 
march back to their homes. They 
are urged to disarm the Gestapo 
troops. The German people and 
the German army are urged to 
overthrow the Hitler dictatorship, 
to punish the war criminals, to 
purge the land of National-Social- 
ism, to establish all democratic lib- 
erties and to form a strong demo- 
cratic government. The Manifesto 
explains to the Germans that this 
must be done soon, before Hitler’s 
300 to 400 divisions are defeated, 
before the armies of the Allies oc- 
cupy Hitler Germany. For only in 
this way can the German people 
prove to the world by deeds that it 
has cleansed itself in the purgatory 
of the National-Socialist dictator- 
ship, of the National-Socialist war 
of conquest, and thus has won the 
right to enter into peace negotia- 
tions with other peoples, as a sov- 
ereign people. 

The program offers the possi- 
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bility of an amnesty to the millions 
of followers of National Socialism, 
who have been told by National- 
Socialist propaganda that they 
would be murdered on the day that 
the Hitler dictatorship suffered de- 
feat. Active participation in the 
liberation struggle of the German 
people against Hitler and the Nazi 
dictatorship, however, is made a 
precondition for this amnesty. In- 
asmuch as the program explains 
that the new government of Ger- 
many will protect all rightfully ac- 
quired property, it dispels the fear 
of a Communist revolution from 
the minds of the petty bourgeoisie 
and peasants and from the minds of 
those in capitalist circles and unites 
the maximum mass following for 
the program of a bourgeois-demo- 
cratic, anti-fascist revolution. It 
makes easier the alliance of the 
various classes and sections of the 
German people against the Hitler 
dictatorship, and thus furthers the 
greatest possible isolation of the dic- 
tatorship and its main supporters 
from the masses of the people. 


* s + 


In this country there was a strong 
publicly expressed reaction to the 
organization of the committee. 

The Hearst press, the Chicago 
Tribune, the New York Daily News, 
the reactionary and defeatist circles 
everywhere naturally accused the 
Soviet Union at once, charging that 
this was an attempt by the Soviet 
Union to  bolshevize Germany. 


Nevertheless, neither the committee 
nor the Manifesto which it issued, 
is Soviet Russian. 


The committee 
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consists of Germans. The program 
has a bourgeois-democratic charac- 
ter; it was prepared by Germans 
for the salvation of Germany, to 
end the war through anti-fascist 
revolution. But it s quite clear why 
this committee has been denounced 
by reactionary circles as an attempt 
to bolshevize Germany by means of 
the Red Army. These circles see 
the Soviet Union as the main enemy 
and they fear nothing so much as 
the defeat of Hitier and a strong 
Soviet Union. They therefore pick 
up Goebbels’ slogan and, in order 
to create a diversion from the deci- 
sive struggle against Hitler Ger- 
many, sing the old tune about the 
threatening bolshevization of Ger- 
many and of Europe. The organi- 
zation of this committee inspires re- 
actionary circles to attempt the dis- 
ruption of the liberation-war coali- 
tion. 

Grinding the same axe are na- 
turally the reactionary Social- 
Democratic German emigrés of the 
stripe of Stampfer and Grzezinski 
and, in alliance with them, the 
Neue Volkzeitung under the lead- 
ership of Gerhardt Segar and Rudolf 
Katz, who are all on good terms 
with the reactionary Social-Demo- 
cratic Federation, the Jewish Labor 
Committee, and the groups around 
Dubinsky and Antonini. These cir- 
cles have repeatedly stated their po- 
sition, declaring that the day Hitler 
is overthrown the Soviet Union will 
be the main enemy, in case it should 
survive the war. The reactionary 
German Social-Democratic emigrés 
see their future role in “taking over 
Germany” under the sponsorship of 
American and English bayonets 


after Hitler’s overthrow, and mak. 
ing of Germany a new mobilization 
base against the Soviet Union, a 
“wall against Bolshevism.” A). 
though they themselves cannot pub- 
licly refute what the Manifesto 
states in the main to the German 
people, they come to Hitler’s and 
Goebbels’ assistance and declare 
that the whole German liberation 
movement is only a “pawn in Stal- 
in’s game,” so that he may in this 
way make known his claims to de- 
cide postwar issues. These circles 
fear the unity of the German peo- 
ple and a democratic people’s Ger- 
many. They fear an outcome of the 
war in which the German people 
would take to heart, not only the 
experiences of the Hitler dictator- 
ship, but also those of the Weimar 
Republic, the republic of capitula- 
tion to Hitler. 

Various other circles, among 
them many liberals also, have en- 
gaged in the most diverse specula- 
tions about the causes for the foun- 
dation of this committee, and have 
polemized against its organization 
with the most diverse arguments. 
The most important of these argu- 
ments contend that Stalin permitted 
the formation of this committee 
without agreement with England 
and the United States; further 
that this policy is in opposition to 
our postwar plans with regard to 
Germany, and, finally, that the or- 
ganization of this committee dem- 
onstrates the intention of the Soviet 
Union to go “its own way.” 

These critics would be justified if 
this committee represented a policy 
in opposition to the interests of the 
coalition powers. That is, however, 
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not the case. To urge the Germans 
to revolt against Hitler, to call on 
the German armies to refuse to 
obey Hitler and the Hitler generals 
and to march homeward, is in the 
interest of the Allies and of all peo- 
ples. Many committees and many 
governments in exile, which we tol- 
erate on our soil, and whom we 
give the opportunity of political ac- 
tivity, as, for example, the reac- 
tionary German Social-Democratic 
emigrés, utilize this freedom to 
fight against our ally, the Soviet, 
and thus harm the common cause of 
the coalition powers. 

The argument is all the more 
hypocritical since it comes especial- 
ly from those who have no serious 
concern with the fact that we still 
permit the Soviet Union to bear the 
main burden in the coalition war, 
but who immediately get terribly 
excited when, through the newly 
organized committee for a “Free 
Germany,” a mighty instrument 
evolves for the Soviet Union in the 
war against Hitler. 

Our Soviet ally which carries the 
main burden in this war is fully 
justified in making use of all polit- 
ical weapons which may facilitate 
the struggle. And who can deny 
that the success of the activity of 
the National Committee for a “Free 
Germany,” on the basis of its Mani- 
festo, would mean great assistance, 
not only for the Red Army, but for 
the armies of all the Allies and for 
all peoples? These circles, who 
make cynical remarks about the 
committee and who engage so 
readily in speculations and insinu- 
ations, appear to believe that it is 
a question of a German-Russian 
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war, in which it is our “task,” to 
see to it that both powers destroy 
each other, that neither power 
should win too quickly, that this 
war should not come to an end too 
quickly through the development of 
a German anti-fascist revolution, 
before we are ready to “cash in” 
as a mocking third party. These cir- 
cles seem to forget that it isa ques- 
tion of a coalition war in which the 
victory of one ally is the victory of 
all, and in which the political and 
military weaknesses of the Hitler 
regime work to the advantage of all 
peoples. 

The Soviet Union has sacrificed 
millions of soldiers and millions of 
civilian population in this war. 
Many millions of its citizens suffer 
torment under the oppression of a 
frightful enemy. As a result of the 
military blows which Hitler Ger- 
many has received at the hands of 
the Allied armies, the preconditions 
for a broad anti-fascist liberation 
movement are developing in Ger- 
many. It would be blindness to the 
interests of its own people, as well 
as to the common cause of the Al- 
lies, if the Soviet Union did not 
grasp the opportunity to facilitate 
the formation and development of 
the revolt of the Germans against 
the Hitler dictatorship. Some 
would like the leaders of the Soviet 
Union, which is fighting against 211 
divisions, to get up and tell the 
Germans: “Whatever you may do, 
you will be annihilated. Even if you 
withdraw your armies, even if you 
overthrow Hitler, even if you pun- 
ish the war criminals, even if you 
purge Germany of National-Social- 
ism, even if you make a true de- 
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mocracy of Germany, all that will 
avail you nought. We and our Al- 
lies will annihilate Germany, and 
you won’t have a chance.” 

Is it not clear that such a policy 
by the Soviet Union would be grist 
to Goebbels’ mill? Is it not clear 
that such a policy would have to 
be paid for with still more blood by 
the Soviet armies and by the armies 
of the Allies? The critics of the pro- 
gram of the National Committee for 
a “Free Germany” are cynically 
playing with the fate of the peo- 
ples attacked by Hitler and of the 
armies which are fighting against 
Hitler. Our soldiers ‘in Sicily real- 
ize very well the difference be- 
tween fighting against the Italians, 
who have sufficient morale not to 
fight any longer for Mussolini, and 
fighting against German troops, 
who have sufficient non-morale to 
fight for Hitler. The political strat- 
egy against Germany, which still 
has over 300 divisions, cannot 
therefore be of such a nature as 
will make it easier for the Nazi 
dictatorship to induce the soldiers 
and officers to hold out to the bitter 
end, it must rather be such a pol- 
icy which does not put the fate of 
the German people on a par with 
that of National-Socialism, which is 
doomed to destruction. 

The critics of the National Com- 
mittee for a “Free Germany” and 
of the Manifesto do not view the 
significance of the organizaion of 
this center of the German libera- 
tion movement from the standpoint 
of winning the war in the shortest 
possible time and with the fewest 
possible sacrifices, but rather from 
the standpoint of their abstract 
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ideas, their speculations, their fears 
and qualms about the structure of 
the postwar world. 

But since the formation of the 
National Committee for a “Free 
Germany” in the Soviet Union isa 
mighty instrument for the devel- 
opment of the German liberation 
movement, and is thus a factor for 
weakening the military and _ polit- 
ical power of the Hitler regime, 
how can any one seriously assert 
that the creation of this committee 
demonstrates the intention of the 
Soviet Union not to act in coopera- 
tion with its allies? Certainly, the 
only criterion by which we must 
judge all developments is the 
question of whether they help the 
enemy or weaken him. 

The organization of the Nationa 
Committee for a “Free Germany” 
is no substitute for the military 
struggle against the Hitler regime, 
as the Red Army has so splendidly 
shown. It does not make the Sec- 
ond Front superfluous; it only fa- 
cilitates the military struggle. Since 
the Soviet Union permitted the or- 
ganization of this committee in the 
U.S.S.R., it gives the German lib- 
eration movement a chance to de- 
velop faster and a fulfill its obliga- 
tions to the German people and to 
the other peoples in the task of de- 
stroying Nazism. 

Furthermore, the organization of 
the committee under no circum- 
stances demonstrates the “unwil- 
lingness” of the Soviet Union to 
solve the postwar problems in con- 
junction with us and England. Who 
can doubt that if the Germans 
found the strength to do what the 
authors of the Manifesto advise 
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them as the only way out, that this 
will be a tremendous power for 
pringing about the utter destruction 
of Hitlerism and the victorious out- 
come for the world peoples? What 
grounds could there be for believing 
that under such circumstances the 
Soviet Union, England, and we, and 
all allied peoples could not come 
readily to common decisions to pro- 
yide such guarantees, even as far 
as such a Germany is concerned, 
which would make impossible once 
and for all time the repetition of a 
new German imperialist adven- 
ture? And the Soviet Union, which 
has had to pay the most horrible 
price in the war against robber 
German imperialism, and which 
has proved that it knows well how 
to destroy fascist reaction and im- 
perialism root and branch, will 
doubtless be able to provide most 
valuable advice on how to prevent 
the recurrence of such a tragedy. 
Stalin and the Soviet Govern- 
ment have acted wisely in permitting 
the creation of the committee on 
the soil of the USS.R. They 
have acted in the interest of their 
people and in the interests of all 
peoples. The committee is today 
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still a small weapon in the fright- 
ful war, but with circumstances de- 
veloping as they are, it can very 
quickly become a mighty ally in the 
emancipation-war of the peoples 
against Hitler and the Axis. Those 
who want victory will greet it. For 
it would be insane in such a fright- 
ful struggle not to take account of 
the possibility of a German anti- 
fascist revolution. 

The friends of Hitler, the cynics, 
the speculators, those who fear the 
liberation movement of the peoples 
more than they fear Hitler, those 
who have made up their minds to 
play the role of the laughing third 
party trying to cash in on the blood 
bath of the peoples, will continue to 
slander and distort the meaning of 
the organization of this committee, 
the Manifesto, as well as the fact 
that the Soviet Union permitted the 
organization of this committee on 
its soil. But hundreds of millions 
will greet the formation of the na- 
tional front center and spokesman 
of the German liberation movement 
with hopes of complete and early 
success. For such a success would 
signalize victory for the freedom- 
loving peoples. 












AFTER THE DOWNFALL OF MUSSOLINI 


BY ANTONIO LOCASCIO 


USSOLINI has been ousted and 

the political consequences of 
this event are still unfolding in Eu- 
rope. The first crack has occurred 
in the Axis. The man who first 
gave life to fascism, to this new, 
refined system of slavery and tyr- 
anny in Italy and in Europe, has 
been removed from the political 
scene. The people of Italy, with the 
help of the military blows of the 
Anglo-American allies, will con- 
tinue their struggle until the whole 
fascist system is destroyed and the 
democratic revolution is completed. 
The downfall of Mussolini, occur- 
ring at a decisive moment of the 
war, is thus an event of an incal- 
culable importance. 

We will briefly review these re- 
cent events. A few days before his 
removal from the political scene, 
Mussolini went to Verona where he 
had a conference with Hitler at 
which he requested from Nazi Ger- 
many military aid which would per- 
mit him to hold back the Allied in- 
vasion. Pressed on the Eastern 
Front by the powerful Red Army, 
and its victorious summer offensive, 
Hitler could promise nothing to 
Mussolini at the Verona conference 
and could only propose that the 
Italian troops withdraw to the Po 
River line of defense, in other 


words, that they abandon two- 
thirds of Italy to the Anglo-Ameri- 
can armies. 

Therefore, as far as the immediate 
future was concerned, Mussolini re- 
turned from Verona with empty 
hands, and with an extremely grave 
military decision, without precedent 
in the history of Italy. 

In such a catastrophic situation, 
Mussolini was not able to carry 
through the decision by himself, es- 
pecially since he had been person- 
ally responsible for many of the 
political acts in the past which had 
been disastrous for Italy. He called 
together the Fascist Grand Council 
and placed before them the reasons 
which had induced him to accept 
the military plan of Hitler to with- 
draw to the Po line. 

The crisis in the leading fascist 
circles which had been smoldering 
for some time came out into the 
open at the Fascist Grand Council 
meeting. The news of the Verona 
decisions was known to the more 
responsible section of the hierarchy 
even before the supreme organ of 
the Fascist Party was called into 
session. It was known to the mon- 
archist circles and to the supreme 
command of the army. It was al- 


ready known that public opinion 
was against this new sacrifice of 
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the national interest of Italy, which 
Hitler had demanded and ob- 
tained from Mussolini. The attempts 
of the head of the Fascist Govern- 
ment to persuade and convince his 
closest collaborators in the Grand 
Council were doomed to failure. 
Despite his political defeat and the 
profound crisis in the Fascist upper 
circles, Mussolini did not resign of 
his own accord. After being accus- 
tomed for twenty years to exercis- 
ing unlimited personal power, the 
contrary vote of the Fascist Grand 
Council was not a factor which 
would impress him. 

But this time the crisis was of 
such a nature that it could not re- 
main locked within the four walls 
of the leadership of the Fascist 
Party. Military and Monarchist 
circles intervened. The official an- 
nouncement given by the King to 
the nation was that Mussolini, at a 
certain moment, presented his 
resignation. This does not mean 
in the least that Mussolini stepped 
down from power voluntarily. Iso- 
lated from those very leading circles 
in the country over which he had 
had unlimited control for twenty 
years, Mussolini was forced (we still 
do not know exactly how) to disap- 
pear from the political life of Italy. 

It had become more and more ob- 
vious that Italy—which since June 
10, 1940, had been shaken by a pro- 
found crisis which became particu- 
larly acute in the last few months 
—had no way out. The only path 
of rescue lay in a fundamental 
change in the political line and the 
structure of the state itself, in a 
new direction which would com- 
pletely break with the past, in the 
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overthrow of Mussolini, in a sepa- 
rate peace with the Allies, in ex- 
pelling the Germans from Italy, in 
the destruction of the Fascist re- 
gime. 

After Verona, it became obvious 
to the great majority of the Italian 
people that this path was the only 
way out. Also, a considerable sec- 
tion of the military and monarchist 
upper circles realized that the die- 
hard Mussolini’s pro-Nazi alliance 
was disastrous, and the only way 
they could extricate themselves was 
by getting rid of Mussolini first. 
Hence the overthrow of Mussolini 
from power and his departure from 
the scene. 

The fundamental cause of the 
downfall of Mussolini as the leader 
of the government and the Fascist 
Party does not lie solely in the in- 
ternal crisis in the Italian upper 
circles. It lies above all in the fact 
that fascism in the past two years 
lost 90 per cent of its mass base and 
therefore could no longer appeal 
to the people and not even to the 
Blackshirts, who were affected by 
the spirit of defeatism and revolt 
growing in the army and among the 
popular masses. 

Fascism had gone through other 
crises, in which it was not able to 
count on the support of the Italian 
people, and it remained in power 
during those times by terror and by 
the use of armed mercenaries. But, 
in the past, Mussolini had always 
found a way out because the Ital- 
ian people, though they did not sup- 
port him themselves, remained pas- 
sive, hostilely passive. Just as to- 
ward the end of the War of 1916- 
18, so now, the tragedy of war, 











818 AFTER THE DOWNFALL OF MUSSOLINI 


the privations and suffering un- 
dergone by the masses, have spurred 
the Italian people to take an in- 
creasingly militant stand against the 
war and to strengthen their strug- 
gle against fascism. 


* * * 


In recent months the anti-fascist 
movement has grown steadily 
stronger. For two years the Na- 
tional Front had been working un- 
derground. The first conference of 
the five parties, the Liberal Party, 
the Action Party, the Democratic 
Christian (Catholic) Party, the So- 
cialist Party and the Communist 
Party, took place, no longer abroad, 
but inside Italy, in December of 
1942, in Milan, demonstrating that 
the underground anti-fascist move- 
ment was growing enormously 
within the country. Strikes began 
to multiply in all principal cities, 
in spite of the laws forbidding them 
and imposing heavy penalties on 
the strikers. It is estimated that 
from March to July 300,000 work- 
ers came out on strike in Northern 
Italy alone and this movement was 
not only economic in character but 
insistently advanced the demand 
for immediate peace. In the period 
from January to July, 1943, hun- 
dreds of thousands of leaflets of 
various kinds were distributed. 
Two underground papers were reg- 
ularly published in Italy, a Commu- 
nist paper, La Nostra Voce, and a 
liberal paper, L’Italia Libera. 

For a long time great work had 
developed in the army. General 


de Gaulle took the occasion some 
time ago to give to the London 
press a copy of an underground 


newspaper, La Parola del Soldato, 
which was distributed in thousands 
of copies among the Italian occupa- 
tion forces in France. Moreover, 
for more than three years the Ital- 
ian Communists published without 
a single interruption a magazine of 
an ideological, political and organi- 
zational character, Le Lettere di 
Spartaco; this was published ille- 
gally for the party cadres regularly 
every month. 

The powerful mass movement di- 
rected against fascism and war 
which has developed today in Italy 
did not arise spontaneously by some 
miracle. It has been forged in 
long years of illegal struggle and in 
the course of common action of the 
united front of Liberals, Demo- 
crats, Communists, Socialists and 
Catholics which has revealed all its 
power and strength. It must not 
be forgotten that in the last twenty 
years tens and tens of thousands of 
Communists have been tried by the 
special tribunals for their activity 
and sent to concentration camps in 
the islands. A few weeks before 
Mussolini fell the Fascist Govern- 
ment, confronted by the growing 
spirit of revolt among the people, 
arrested 11,000 “political suspects” 
among whom 7,900 were listed as 
Communists. 

But this does not in any way 
mean that the present widespread 
movement against fascism and war 
is Communist or is even only a Left- 
wing movement. It is a movement 
of national liberation which in- 
cludes all classes of society in Italy, 
from the leading industrial circles 
to the working class, which is mo- 
bilizing Italian patriots of every 
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religious and political belief. In 
this lie its strength and its ability 
to develop rapidly as a political 
movement of decisive importance 
in the present crisis in Italy. 


* * * 


Under what circumstances did 
this national liberation movement 
come into being in Italy? Naturally 
the fact that Italy had become a 
vassal of Germany, and Mussolini 
the servant of Hitler, is an element 
which has played a big role in ori- 
entating the national patriotic sen- 
timents of the Italian people in an 
anti-fascist direction. Why should 
the Italian people fight for interests 
which are not the interests of Italy? 
Why should they fight for a foreign 
power, Germany, the traditional 
enemy of their country, which 
treated the Italians with bitter 
contempt? These sentiments were 
becoming more dominant in the 
minds of the people of Italy. 
But the Italian national front of 
liberation is not based solely on 
these sentiments, but has far deep- 
er roots. 

One of the principal reasons that 
fascism succeeded in making head- 
way among the Italian masses, how- 
ever limited, was their ability to 
present their policy to the people, 
from the treaty of Versailles on, 
as a national policy, for which all 
Italians worthy of the name were 
duty bound to sacrifice. All crimes 
were committed in the name of the 
national interests and the future of 
Italy. Liberty was suppressed, 
wages were cut, agriculture was 
ruined for the benefit of the large 
landowners, small landowners’ 
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property was confiscated, industry 
was concentrated in the hands of a 
few magnates of finance-capital. In 
order to make the people believe 
in this great crime of fascism it 
was necessary to organize large pop- 
ular mass organizations firmly un- 
der their control. An immense net- 
work of fascist institutions was set 
up into which were organized mil- 
lions of Italians; the workers, the 
peasants, the children, sports organ- 
izations, students, women, etc. 

But war is a harsh reality. 
Through the war the national pol- 
icy of fascism which, according to 
fascist propaganda, was to have 
solved the social questions, instead 
underwent a trial by fire and it was 
not able to stand the test. Through 
the war Italy was to achieve a defi- 
nite place in the sun, a great em- 
pire, markets in the Balkans, dom- 
ination of the Mediterranean, and 
the nation was again to become 
great and respected. But the war 
exposed the miserable fascist fan- 
tasy and the utter bankruptcy of 
fascism. 

In the space of a few months 
the facts demonstrated that not only 
was the fascist policy not a national 
policy but it was the most anti-na- 
tional policy in the entire history of 
Italy. Instead of victory, it brought 
defeat. Instead of empire, it led 
to the loss of whatever territory 
Italian imperialism had acquired 
throughout many decades. Instead 
of strengthening the nation, it led 
to the loss of the dignity and the 
national independence for which the 
Italian patriots had spilled their 
blood for centuries. A regime 
whose program produced such re- 
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sults must necessarily develop a 
crisis. 

When the deceit and the treason 
of the so-called national policy of 
Fascism were exposed it was in the 
order of things that a national front 
should be organized, not under the 
banner of Fascism, but against it. 


* * * 


This is the political significance 
of the Italian National Front, which 
includes the Liberal Party; the 
Democratic Christian Party (Catho- 
lic), the Action Party, the Socialist 
Party and the Communist Party. 
For these reasons it is a sign of 
utter stupidity to think that the 
Italian national front is a maneu- 
ver skillfully manufactured by the 
Left-wing parties or an attempt by 
the Communists to assert their own 
influence. Only men who are not 
able to see an inch ahead of their 
noses could think in this manner. 
The formation of the Italian Na- 
tional Front is, on the contrary, an 
event of historical importance, des- 
tined to influence the course of 
events not only in Italy but in all 
of Europe. The program of the Ital- 
ian National Front springs from the 
logic of events; it is a process of the 
renewal of the democratic move- 
ment in Italy and the democratic 
reeducation of the Italian people. 

Only the fascists, Italian fascists, 
and pro-fascist Americans such as 
Hearst, Pope, and their Social- 
Democratic allies like Antonini can 
present the Italian National Front 
as a “Bolshevik menace.” 

We have seen the same maneu- 
vers in action against the French 
Committee of National Liberation, 


and events have shown that they 
were destined to miserable failure, 

It is by raising the slogan of the 
“spectre of Communism” that Mus- 
solini remained in power for twenty 
years, and it is by raising the slo- 
gan of the “spectre of Communism” 
that the King and Badoglio (aided 
in America by the Hearsts and An- 
toninis) are attempting to maintain 
in power in Italy fascism without 
Mussolini. The Italian Communists 
are fighting to take Italy out of the 
war, to expel the Germans from the 
country, to destroy to the very last 
vestiges the fascist regime and to 
call, in agreement with all other 
parties, a Constituent Assembly 
which will set up a truly democratic 
regime in the country. 

Those who spread the _ stupid 
fable of the danger of Bolshevism 
or social revolution are playing 
Hitler’s game, attempting to divide 
the forces of the popular movement 
in Italy and to mobilize the reac- 
tionary forces in England and 
America against the new Italy and 
the Italian people. 

Fascism has not yet disappeared 
in Italy even though Mussolini has 
fallen. Without Mussolini, the king 
and Badoglio are still continuing 
the fascist war against the United 
Nations. Any government which 
pretends to restore democracy to 
Italy but at the same time continues 
the war on the side of fascist Ger- 
many, against the democratic na- 
tions, is lying. The political posi- 
tion of the King and Badoglio, 
which in the first few days was 
somewhat ambiguous, has now 
emerged as a continuation of the 
fascist regime, with its old alliances 
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and internal policies. Naturally Ba- 
doglio knows that to continue the 
war is rather difficult because the 
Italian army has decided on their 
own account that the war is over 
and they absolutely do not want to 
fight and they are fraternizing with 
the people, who are demanding im- 
mediate peace. In Sicily it was only 
the Germans who were fighting ten- 
aciously. The Italians surrendered 
en masse, almost without any fight- 
ing, and the 10th Regiment “Bersi- 
glieri” greeted rather ironically the 
American officers, saying “Why 
have you come only now?—we’ve 
been waiting for you for a long 
time.” 

The King and Badoglio, supported 
by some _ reactionary elements 
around the Vatican, are playing 
Hitler’s game, seeking to obtain 
peace terms other than uncondi- 
tional surrender. Obeying Hitler’s 
instructions, they ask that Italy be 
neutralized, in other words, that 
Allied troops should not set foot 
on Italian soil, and that Italian ter- 
ritory should not be used as a base 
of military operations against Ger- 
many. In this way, peace with 
Italy, instead of becoming a step 
forward for victory in the war of 
the United Nations to smash the 
monster Hitler, would become an 
obstacle which would prevent the 
Allies from delivering the mortal 
blow to Hitler Germany. 

The policy of the King and Ba- 
doglio is in this sense the continu- 
ation of Mussolini’s policy of war 
and oppression and the continua- 
tion of treason against the Italian 
people. Badoglio is availing himself 
of every means, including corrup- 
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tion, to gain his ends. He ruth- 
lessly suppresses the people’s dem- 
onstrations, promises liberty and 
democracy at the end of the war, 
but meanwhile he is not taking a 
single step actually to assure democ- 
racy and liberty to the Italian peo- 
ple. He dissolved all parties and 
established martial law. 

For these reasons, the Italian Na- 
tional Front is demanding that the 
King and Badoglio step aside and 
that power should pass into the 
hands of a Provisional Government 
supported by the people which will 
put an end to fascism and war and 
bring full liberty and peace. 

As Milano Liberta radio station 
broadcast on August 10: 


“The Badoglio Government has 
reached its limit. It has let go an 
exceptional opportunity for retain- 
ing power by not having concluded 
a separate peace since July 26. It 
is too late now. The Badoglio Gov- 
ernment must be ousted without any 
hesitation in order to save the 
country. 

“The nation’s will for peace must 
triumph. Power must be trans- 
ferred to the anti-fascist parties, to 
the resolute opponents of war on 
the side of the Germans. The gov- 
ernment of war must be super- 
seded by a national government of 
peace and freedom to save the 
country from catastrophe. 

“The people are determined to 
make no concessions in this respect. 
The people’s democratic revolution 
which began on July 26 must be 
completed to save the country and 
restore a free, happy Italy.” 

* * . 





The events that have taken place 
in Italy are inevitably destined to 
exercise a profound influence on the 
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Italians in America, destroying the 
last vestiges of the reactionary fas- 
cist propaganda and orientating 
these masses toward the support of 
the liberation struggle of the Ital- 
ian people and turning them into an 
active source of mass support for 
the Roosevelt Administration and 
its win-the-war program. 

It will be the Italian people, 
through their historic struggles 
for liberation, who will take 
the soil out from under the feet, 
not only of reactionary Italians but 
also of prominent Italian Americans 
who were fascist before Pearl Har- 
bor, and direct on truly democratic 
new paths the masses of honest 
Italian American workers. 

This will have a common advan- 
tage both to the cause of democ- 
racy in Italy and in the United 
States. For the committee of 
Antonini, Pope, and Hearst is 
attempting to barricade the path 
of real democratic unity among the 
Italian Americans and create a re- 
actionary center in the United 
States for the purpose of mobilizing 
American influence against the Na- 
tional Front in Italy and the devel- 
opment of the democratic revolu- 
tion in that country. But this at- 
tempt will not be successful, because 
life is working against them and 
events will bring failure to the at- 
tempts of these people—events 
which are already developing at so 
rapid a tempo that no Antonini and 
no Dubinsky will be able to hold 
them back. 

A number of events at the end 
of July and the beginning of Au- 
gust are significant for the develop- 
ment of Italian American unity in 
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the light of the recent historical 
events. One of these is the fact 
that the Italian American Labor 
Council, which Luigi Antonini, until 
yesterday, dominated undisturbed, 
today has repudiated Antonini, and 
the Italian American leaders of the 
Amalgamated Clothing Workers 
and other progressive trade union 
forces have undertaken to isolate 
Antonini and eliminate his influ- 
ence. Another development is the 
orientation toward the political 
program of the Five Parties in Italy 
which is taking place among the 
Italian political refugees in America 
and will have a strong influence 
also on the political orientation of 
the Italian Americans. Finally, 
there is the fact that 300 Italian 
American trade union leaders, leg- 
islators, and leaders of various 
organizations have organized a 
committee of which Congressman 
Vito Marcantonio is temporary 
Chairman and which is preparing 
a mass unity rally in Madison 
Square Garden on September 9. 
Fundamental changes are taking 
place among the 6,000,000 Italian 
Americans, and the various groups 
and organizations. In the space of 
two weeks. the illusions of 
twenty years have been torn to 
shreds. The Italian American 
masses are turning in hostility 
against all those individuals and 
leaders who tried to “sell” them 
fascism during the past two decades 
and who tried to identify the na- 
tional interests of Italy with Mus- 
solini. The prompt and angry re- 
pudiation within twenty-four hours 
of Antonini’s shameless and open 
alliance with well-known former 

















supporters of Mussolini and with 
Hearst was a historic barometer of 
the new temper of Italian American 
labor and the new understanding 
that was beginning to sweep the 
Italian American masses. 

If the twenty-year rule of fas- 
cism in Italy has made it possible 
to underestimate the national revo- 
lutionary character of the events in 
Italy, it must be said that the im- 
pact of events in Italy on the Ital- 
ian Americans, especially its anti- 
fascist labor sections, was so pow- 
erful and immediate that they re- 
flected more truly and promptly the 
sweeping changes that were ac- 
cumulating so swiftly beneath the 
surface in the moods and senti- 
ments of the Italian American 
masses. Clearly new perspectives 
and possibilities of fighting anti- 
fascist unity have now opened up 
in the Italian American community. 

The Italian Americans today have 
every reason to be proud of the 
people from which they come, 
proud of the heroic struggle against 
war and against fascism being con- 
ducted by the Italian people. The 
Italian people have disproven for 
the first time the legend that it is 
impossible to revolt in a _ fascist 
country—a legend which has had 
so much support even among some 
noted Italian anti-fascist leaders. 
The Italian people have demon- 
strated with facts how to bring to 
shame such people as Luigi Anton- 
ini who insisted that the Italian 
people should only be asked to start 
passive resistance and nothing else. 
The struggle of the Italian people, 
which has swept out Mussolini, is 
growing and advancing under the 
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slogan of peace and liberty toward 
crushing the war regime led by Ba- 
doglio and the King. The repercus- 
sions of this political earthquake 
are felt today in every country, even 
in fascist Germany, whose Nazi 
leaders have met the overthrow of 
Mussolini in complete silence. 

The Italian people shedding 
their blood in the streets of Turin 
and Milan have destroyed the leg- 
end that fascism was a political sys- 
tem destined to conquer the world 
and to challenge the centuries. The 
struggles of the Italian people have 
become therefore an example and a 
lesson. Those struggles are not over 
yet. The Italian people look to us 
for help and support. The great- 
est immediate need is smashing 
military blows against Italy and 
Nazi Germany, taking full advan- 
tage of the historic opportunities 
provided by the brilliant Soviet of- 
fensive to crush fascism in a de- 
cisive two-front war that will has- 
ten the collapse of the Axis. 

Our wish is that the generous and 
hard-working masses of Italian 
American people will raise them-~- 
selves to the heights of this ex- 
ample and at the same time will 
realize in the best traditions of the 
Italian Americans, democratic unity 
of the Italian American masses 
against the divisive anti-Commu- 
nist and anti-Soviet maneuvers of 
Hearst, Dubinsky and Antonini and 
will break the ring of hostility and 
calumny which is spread around 
the Communist Party, to separate 
it from the rest of the nation and 
the American people, of whom they 
are as the blood of their blood and 
the life of their life. 


- 








OUR NATION’S DEMOCRATIC 
HISTORICAL PATH 


ON THE OCCASION OF THE 24TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
FOUNDING OF THE COMMUNIST PARTY, U.S.A. 


BY SAM DON 


O GREATER historical con- 
trast exists in the range of 
bourgeois - democratic revolutions 
than the paths taken by the Ameri- 
can bourgeois-democratic revolution 
of 1776 (and the Civil War of 1861) 
and the German bourgeois revolu- 
tions of 1848-49. The sharp contrast 
in the specific paths of development 
of the United States and that of 
Germany as capitalist countries left 
its distinctive imprints on the social 
development, national ideology and 
culture of the two respective coun- 
tries. 

Lenin chacteirzed the war of 1776 
as “the great, really liberating, 
really revolutionary war.” And 
Marx spoke of our flag, conceived 
and born in 1776, and grown into 
manhood in 1861, as the “flag, the 
Star Spangled Banner which car- 
ried the destiny of our class.” 

On the other hand, as Marx and 
Engels have pointed out, the Ger- 
man capitalist class has proved the 
most cowardly in its battles with 
feudalism and the most fearful of 
the democratic aspirations and role 
of the young German working class. 
The “revolutionary” German bour- 
geoisie elected the King of Prussia 


as its “fuehrer.” This act of the 
German bourgeoisie called forth 
Marx’s famous statement, “that, 
then, was the result of the German 
revolution!”* 

Revolution and Counter-Revolu- 
tion is composed of a brilliant 
series of articles written by Marx 
and Engels for the New York Trib- 
une on the German revolutionary 
movement of 1848-49. The articles 
are priceless for an understanding 
of the development of German im- 
perialism and fascism. 

German feudalism was by no 
means completely defeated, and 
the bourgeoisie established an al- 
liance with it. Prussianism became 
an important factor in the political 
expression of the German bour- 
geoisie. It was Bismarck who car- 

** | | The Imperial Constitution, with all 
its appendages and paraphernalia, was definitely 
passed, and on March 28, the King of Prussia 
was, by 290 votes against 248 who abstained and 
300 who were absent, elected Emperor of Germany 
minus Austria. The historical irony was complete; 
the Imperial farce executed in the streets of 
astonished Berlin, three days after the revolution 
of March 18, 1848, by Frederick William IV, 
while in a state which elsewhere would come 
under the Maine Liquor Law—this disgusting 
farce, just one year afterwards, had been sanc- 


tioned by the pretended Representative Assembly 
of all Germany. at, then, was the result of 


the German Revolution!” (Karl Marz, Revolu- 
tion and Counter-Revolution, International Puo- 
lishers, p. 93.) 
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ried out the historical necessity of 
uniting the German nation and not, 
as Marx and Engels fought for, the 
progressive democratic forces 
which should have united the Ger- 
man nation to complete’ the 
destruction of feudalism and to 
clear the path for a democratic 
progressive development of the 
German nation. The Bismarckian 
development of capitalism in Ger- 
many helped Prussianism to domi- 
nate the ideology of Germany. It 
was this ideology which helped 
Hitlerism to impose social and mor- 
al corruption on large sections of 
the German people.* 

Of all bourgeois-democratic rev- 
olutions, however, the American 
revolution of 1776 was the least 
burdened with feudalism. At the 
same time, it gave birth to the 
first modern people’s revolution 
and developed as the consistent 
bourgeois - democratic revolution. 
Though practically every bourgeois- 
democratic revolution in the 18th 
and 19th centuries, in the struggle 
to become a unified nation, had to 
carry on wars against foreign foes 
who were the allies of their feudal 
class, a most distinguishing feature 
*Marx’s struggle for the unification of Ger- 
many was not in vain, amd left its mark on the 
development of the German working class. In 
that struggle was laid the foundation for the 
great German Socialist movement, of the political 
party and trade unions of the German working 
class. However, from the first days of the devel- 
opment of the German working class, Marx and 
Engels were compelled to wage a ceaseless battle 
against Lassalle—Bismarck’s Prussian shadow and 
agent in the ranks of the labor movement. It 
was Lassalleism, that Prussian curse in the labor 
movement which in the period of imperialism, 
‘ough German Social-Democracy, demoralized the 
German working class and paved the way for 
fascism. The German working class will yet 
awaken and, aided by the military defeat of fas- 
cism, restore the dignity of the German nation 


and recall with reverence the two great teachers 
and organizers of the German labor movement. 
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of the revolution of 1776 is that it 
originated in a war against the for- 
eign foe who tried to transplant 
European feudalism and colonial- 
ism on American soil. 

These’ distinguishing features 
gave birth (next to the French Rev- 
olution’s “Declaration of Rights’), 
to the most consistent revolutionary 
document of the 18th and 19th cen- 
turies—Jefferson’s Declaration of 
Independence and the Bill of 
Rights. 

The development of the material 
productive forces in class relations 
are basic raw materials for social 
development and_ great social 
changes. But it would be vulgar 
materialism and denial of the 
Marxist dialectical method to fail 
to appreciate the role of ideology 
and political thinking on the suc- 
cess and fruition of social changes. 
With no ideology as guide, the rev- 
olution of 1776 could not have so 
successfully materialized. There 
could have been no Valley Forge 
wtihout the revolutionary ideology 
of Jefferson and Paine which 
brought forward the creative ener- 
gy of the people. Our nation will, 
therefore, remain grateful to such 
giants as Jefferson, Paine and 
Franklin, who boldly and unhesi- 
tatingly absorbed the best of the 
great European revolutionary 
thinkers, applying it to American 
conditions, and thus helping cre- 
ate that ideology and that weapon 
which was a potent force in the 
success of our revolution. The 
ideological heritage of people’s re- 
volution is a most precious gift for 
the character formation and the 
thinking of a nation. 1776 gave the 
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American people the Declaration of 
Independence. 1789 gave _ the 
French people the Declaration of 
Rights of Man. The German people, 
unfortunately, were denied such 
gifts by the “Prussian victory” in 
the 1848 bourgeois-democratic rev- 
olutions. The German revolution- 
ary events of ’48 did not produce 
any people’s revolutionary docu- 
ment to be a training ground and 
antidote to the stimulated imposi- 
tion of the Nazi ideology. 

Because of the special character 
of 1776, our revolutionary demo- 
cratic ideologists such as Jefferson 
and Lincoln have, more than even 
their European teachers, left us 
that great ideological heritage of 
the people’s right to “social 
changes,” the people’s right “to rev- 
olution.” Without this ideological 


heritage the American people would 
not have been so successful in the 
Jeffersonian battle against the Fed- 


eralists, Jackson’s battle against 
the Biddle Bank just as the Decla- 
ration of Independence was Lin- 
coln’s battlecry against slavocracy. 

The great decision of the 
Supreme Court on the Schneider- 
man case gives eloquent testimony 
to the undying spirit, present-day 
effectiveness, and constantly re- 
newed force of the tradition of 
1776. For the very heart of the 
Supreme Court decision is the 
statement that the “Constitutional 
Fathers, fresh from a revolution, 
did not forge a political strait- 
jacket for the generations to come. 
Instead they wrote Article V and 
the First Amendment guaranteeing 
freedom of thought soon followed.” 

As significant and as far-reach- 


ing as the legal aspects of the 
Supreme Court decision are in re. 
storing the sacred rights of 
nationalized citizens, the history- 
making importance of the decision 
must also be appreciated in the light 
of the Supreme Court’s emphasis 
on freedom of thought. The 
Supreme Court did not confine it- 
self to a mere legal review of the 
Schneiderman case. To strengthen 
its decision and to make it irrey- 
ocable, it invoked the basic prin- 
ciples which gave birth to our na- 
tion. Taking freedom of thought as 
a starting point, the Supreme Court 
recognized the right to the politi- 
cal citizenship of the Marxian 
“school of thought” in our body 
politic and philosophy. 

The Supreme Court decision can- 
not be considered as an automatic 
inevitable development. Had the 
field been left open to the Hearsts 
and other obscurantists to establish 
their hegemony on the ideological 
front of our history, and to permit 
them to distort Marxism, _ the 
Supreme Court decision might have 
been of an entirely different nature. 
The truths propounded by the Com- 
munist Party, which through Brow- 
der has made a great contribution 
to the rediscovery of American his- 
tory, and which has coincided with 
the people’s war patriotism, with 
the advance of the political 
thinking of the nation, carried 
weight in the Supreme Court’s de- 
cision. The decade-long struggle 
of the Communist Party to revive 
our revolutionary traditions helped 
in the maturing of the Communist 
Party and the American labor move- 
ment. The Supreme Court decision, 
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py reaffirming the right to po- 
litical citizenship of the Commu- 
nist Party, reflects that process. 

It is well to recall here Comrade 
Browder’s statement that: 


“Beginning with the Party’s 
Eighth National Convention, in 
1934, was launched our systematic 
campaign to revive American rev- 
olutionary traditions, for redis- 
covery and re-evaluation of Amer- 
ican history in general. This played 
an enormous role, not only in the 
further development of our party, 
put for the whole country... .”* 


The American working class and 
American “public opinion,” no mat- 
ter what their particular political 
viewpoint, can be immensely en- 
riched in their thinking and polit- 
ical activities by reaching out to 
grasp the scientific treasure of 
Marxian thinking. They will be 
aided by the great contribution of 
Browder, who by applying the gen- 
eral laws of Marxism to the United 
States, revealed the inner laws of 
American capitalism, the dynamics 
of American history and its revolu- 
tionary implications. Browder has 
helped to establish the premises 
and laws which govern the specific 
development of the American labor 
movement and that of the Com- 
munist Party, when he declared: 


“Everything that has marked off 
the development of America, as 
distinguished from that of Europe, 
finds its origin in this ‘great, real- 
ly liberating, really revolutionary 
war,’ which planted deeply in the 
American people the aspirations 





*Earl Browder, The Communist Party of the 
U.S.A—Its History, Role and Organization, 
Workers Library Publishers, pp. 16-17 
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of democracy; its unexampled 
growth in wealth and productive 
resources, its welding of a popula- 
tion of manifold national and ra- 
cial origin into a united nation, 
and its extension of the concept of 
the nation to embrace half a con- 
tinent—all those features that made 
America pre-eminent among capi- 
talist nations found their origin in 
the revolutionary war and the mo- 
bilization of the people to carry it 
to success. 

“This war unleashed: incalculable 
forces among the masses, which 
operate down to the present 
day.” * 


It is the recognition that the 1776 
“forces among the masses [which] 
operate down to the present day” 
that haunts the  fascist-minded 
ideologists, while for the Com- 
munist Party it is the source of its 
strength and leadership. 

What arms the Communist Party 
with vision, principledness and 
gives it a stout heart? What makes 
it possible for us to serve so effec- 
tively our nation and the working 
class? It is among other things the 
fact that 


“We have something, however, 
that all others lack, the key to un- 
lock these great treasures in the 
scientific study of history, historical 
materialism, founded by Marx and 
Engels and developed by Lenin and 
Stalin. With this key, even our first 
tentative approaches to American 
history transform it into a living 
thing, full of meat and meaning for 
today, throwing light and under- 





* Earl Browder, The People’s Front, Inter- 
national Publishers, Chapter on “The American 
Tradition,” p. 251. 
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standing upon every problem which 
our country faces at this time.” * 


Marxism was never indifferent to 
the forms of capitalist development. 
Participation of the progressive 
forces, of the working class, in the 
struggles between captialism and 
feudalism, helps to determine the 
course and direction of the develop- 
ment of the productive forces and 
the emergence and growth of politi- 
cal democracy. Already the 1847 
Communist Manifesto of Marx and 
Engels outlines two basic concep- 
tions: 

(a) The need for a democratic 
alliance of the working class with 
the progressive democratic forces 
of the bourgeoisie against feudal- 
ism. 

(b) The formation of indepen- 
dent Marxian working class par- 
ties to enable the working class to 
defend democracy and its historic 
mission for a higher stage of soci- 
ety, for the further development of 
the productive forces and political 
democracy. 

A historic approach and concrete- 
ness are the basis of Marxist 
methodology. Marx applied his 
general laws to the specific condi- 
tions of each country and period. 
Thus we see how Marx and Engels 
and their discipline, have singled 
out special features in the develop- 
ment of the American nation, of 
American capitalism and American 
imperialism. It is the understanding 
of these specific features which en- 
ables us to appreciate the historical 
course of the American labor move- 
ment. 





* Ibid., p. 268. 


OUR NATION’S DEMOCRATIC PATH 


Marx and Engels time and again 
took to task the early Marxian group. 
ings in the United States for their ip. 
ability and refusal to see the spe. 
cific features in the development ¢ 
American capitalism, its labor moy. 
ment and the proper relations of 
these specific features to the gen. 
eral laws of Marxism, and the de. 
velopment of capitalism and clas; 
relationships. 

Marx emphasized the absence of 
rounded-out feudalism in the de. 
velopment of American capitalism, 
As Engels, Marx’s great co-worker 
and friend, declared: “. . . the 
United States are modern, bour- 
geois from the very origin; that 
they were founded by petits bour- 
geois and peasants who ran away 
from European feudalism to estab- 
lish a purely bourgeois society.”* 

Both Marx and Engels stressed 
the rapid development of the pro- 
ductive forces in the United States, 
the creative energies, moral 
strength and the tradition of demo- 
cratic liberties in the country. Ina 
letter written by Marx in 1879, he 
declared: 


“. . . The United States have at 
present overtaken England in the 
rapidity of economical progress, 
though they lag still behind in the 
extent of acquired wealth; but at 
the same time the masses are 
quicker, and have greater political 
means in their hands, to resent the 
form of a progress accomplished at 
their expense.”* 

It is most essential to recognize 
that the growth of our nation since 
the revolution was accompanied by 


* The Correspondence of Karl Marx and Fred: 
erick Engels, Intermational Publishers, p. 514. 
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sharp national and social clashes 
against those classes which wanted 
to make a compromise with feudal- 
im; of counter-revolutionary at- 
tempts to restore the forms of 
feudalism and colonialism in the 
United States; of counter-revolu- 
tionary attempts to bring about a 
Prussian form of the development 
of capitalism in the United States. 

Historically speaking, capitalist 
development in the United States 
was inevitable, but it was by no 
means written in the skies that its 
content and form should be of a 
progressive character. For that, as 
we have said, was decided in the 
sharp clashes in which the people’s 
forces in alliance with the early 
capitalist ideologists routed the 
counter-revolutionary attempts at 
restoration. 

The battle between Jefferson and 
Hamilton and the Federalists was 
the battle to decide the character of 
capitalist development in the Unit- 
ed States and political democracy. 
True, we must not overlook the 
limitations of Jeffersonian “agrar- 
ianism.” But these _ limitations 
should not obsure the basic fact 
that his agrarianism was first of all 
a fight against the attempts to 
tansplant European feudalism on 
American soil. (Jefferson was also 
the first American statesman who 
took up the fight against slavery 
because he saw in it a basis for 
ferdalism and a threat to the de- 
velopment and existence of Amer- 
ican political democracy.) 
Jefferson’s Jacobinism was in 
fact a continuation of the 1776 Rev- 





* Ibid., pp. 360-361. 
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olution against the Tory-Federal- 
ist, counter-revolutionary attempts 
to establish in the United States 
the rule of a Prussian-like feudal- 
bourgeois aristocracy. Jefferson’s 
pattles to cpen up the West (The 
Clark Expeditions, the Louisiana 
Purchase, etc.) and Jackson’s battle 
for the West were also the battle 
for land for free farmers against 
feudal landlordism in combination 
with merchant and nascent indus- 
trial capitalism (Jackson’s fight with 
Biddle’s Bank of America). 

The treason of Aaron Burr, and 
of the 1812 New England Secession- 
ists were attempts with the aid of 
the then British and Spanish Em- 
pires to bring about a fusion and 
compromise between reactionary 
bourgeois and feudal forces, hoping 
to nullify the gains of 1776, stulti- 
fy the development of the pro- 
ductive forces and disastrously curb 
political democracy in the United 
States. These treacheries, hatched 
together with and at the instance 
of Spain and Britain, aimed to rob 
the United States of its West lands 
and turn them into lands of feudal 
and colonial exploitation. The for- 
eign policies, therefore, of Jeffer- 
son, Madison, Monroe and Jackson 
were also aimed at curbing the feu- 
dal colonial encroachments of Brit- 
ain, Spain and France on the 
American continent. 

Following the Jackson era, the 
struggle around the various com- 
promises with the South, the issue 
of the West, of the new territories, 
whether they should develop as 
feudal-agrarian states or as free 
agrarian states—all culminated in 
the Civil War, on the basic issue of 
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the path of capitalist development 
and bourgeois-democracy in Amer- 
ica. 

Next in importance to Lincoln’s 
Emancipation Proclamation should 
rank the signing of the Homestead 
Act in 1862, which challenged the 
very basis of feudalism by giving 
land free to those who would settle 
and cultivate it. The outcome of 
the Civil War, and the Homestead 
Act, have in many respects com- 
pleted the battle which had begun 
under Jefferson on the issue of the 
path of capitalist development in 
the United States, as well as on the 
crucial question whether American 
agriculture should develop the 
Prussian way or in a special Amer- 
ican way, essentially free from 
feudalism. Lenin, in his writings on 
agriculture, paid special attention 
to the fact that American agricul- 
ture did not develop in the Prus- 
sian way. 

When the Socialist Revolution 
was not yet on the order of the day 
in Russia, Lenin posed the question 
—What path would be more prefer- 
able for the development of agricul- 
ture in tsarist Russia, the Ameri- 
can capitalist path or the Prussian 
path of the development of agricul- 
ture? Lenin proposed the Ameri- 
can as against the Prussian way. 


“These two paths of objectively 
possible bourgeois development may 
be described as the Prussian path 
and the American path, respec- 
tively. In the first case, feudal land- 
lordism gradually evolves’ into 
bourgeois Junker landlordism, 
which dooms the peasants to dec- 
ades of most painful expropriation 
and bondage, while at the same 


time a small minority of Grossbay. 
ern (big peasants) arises. In the 
second case there is no landlordism, 
or else it is broken up by the reyo. 
lution, as a result of which the 
feudal states are confiscated and 
divided into small farms. In this 
case the peasant predominates, be. 
comes the exclusive agent of agri- 
culture and evolves into the capital- 
ist farmer. In the first case the 
outstanding content of the evolution 
is the transformation of serfdom 
into usury and capitalist exploita- 
tion on the land of the feudal lords 
—the landlords—the Junkers. In 
the second case the main back- 
ground is the transformation of the 
patriarchial peasant into a bour- 
geois farmer.’’* 


Browder has fixed our attention 
on the historical significance of the 
struggle for the path of the devel- 
opment of American capitalism. On 
the occasion of Jefferson’s Bicen- 
tennial Commemoration, Browder 
made a most profound contribution 
to the study of American history 
when he declared that: 


“, .. The policies of Hamilton 
were shortsighted and self-defeat- 
ing, and if they had prevailed over 
Jefferson the consequences would 
have been the break-up of Ameri- 
can unity, a basic compromise with 
feudalism and slavery, the stultifi- 
cation of American capitalist devel- 
opment to the level of Europe, and 
the subordination of the American 
continent to the older European 
civilization. Lincoln’s role in the 
Civil War was but the completion 
of Jefferson’s ‘unfinished business, 
and would have been unthinkable 
if Hamilton had triumphed over 
Jefferson. In a similar manner, to- 


* Lenin: Selected Works, Vol. III, pp. 180-81. 
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day’s fight for the abolition of the 
poll tax is the ‘unfinished business’ 
we inherited from Lincoln, together 
with the whole task of cleansing the 
nation from the stench of the slave 
market that still lingers in Negro 
inequality. 

“Hamilton was the typical states- 
man of the upper bourgeoisie; short- 
sighted in the greed for huge and 
quick profits, fearful of the unruly 
democracy of the masses, and 
therefore eager for conciliation and 
reunion with the defeated forces of 
feudal aristocracy and reaction— 
the most deadly enemy of the ris- 
ing new system of capitalism. The 
perfect modern counterpart of 
Hamilton in, today’s political align- 
ment is Herbert Hoover with his 
yearning for accommodation to Hit- 
lerism. Through Hamilton’s politics, 
if they had dominated, the Ameri- 
can bourgeoisie would have de- 
formed and aborted their own 
American capitalism. 

“... Jefferson confirmed the vic- 
tory of democracy for a whole era 
by his resolute and unhesitating 
project of the Louisiana Purchase. 
That was, at the same time, the 
greatest single factor in setting the 
grandiose outlines for the following 
tise of American capitalism, espe- 
cially after Jackson and Lincoln 
had performed their tasks as Jef- 
ferson’s disciples.”’* 


Browder’s recent paper on Jeffer- 
son must be constantly studied as a 
guide to American history and as a 
classical application of Marxism in 
establishing the inner laws of the 


development of U.S. capitalism. 
* + * 


Our nation and its economic de- 


*The Heritage of Jefferson (containing three 
addresses on the occasion of Jefferson Bicenten- 
nial Commemoration meeting, April 9, 1943), 
Workers Library Publishers, pp. 34-5. 
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velopment were shaped in a cen- 
tury (1776-1861) of great social 
battles. The “establishment of a 
pure bourgeois society” (Engels) 
the routing of feudalism, the open- 
ing up of the West for free farming 
and industrial expansion, the up- 
surge and rapid development of 
productive forces, with the develop- 
ment of a huge internal market un- 
hindered by feudal restrictions in 
industry and particularly in agricul- 
ture, and above all the successful 
battles of the people for democ- 
racy—all of these factors have es- 
tablished the material-ideological 
basis for the people’s hope of Amer- 
ica as “the land of opportunity.” 
America evolved a different pat- 
tern in the development of class 
relationships and political parties 
than those that have taken shape 
in the leading capitalist countries 
of Europe. In the first century of 
our development as a_ capitalist 
country, therefore, there was a cer- 
tain fluidity in class relationship and 
less of a rigidity in the working 
class-capitalist relationships as was 
the case in Europe. This contrast 
is particularly dramatized and evi- 
denced in the absence of a mass 
political working-class party in the 
United States as they have taken 
root in the European countries. The 
objective conditions and social proc- 
esses enumerated above have 
marked off the development of the 
American labor movement as dis- 
tinguished from the development of 
the European working class. These 
distinctive features must be con- 
stantly borne in mind, for they are 
basic not only for an understanding 
of the origin and history of the 
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American labor movement, but also 
because of the effects which they 
still have on present-day political 
issues and alignments. 

However, basic as these distinc- 
tions are, it would be wrong to see 
them one-sidedly, because the very 
“establishment of a purely bour- 
geois society” has intensified the in- 
herent contradictions of capitalism 
in the United States. This has es- 
pecially become apparent as Ameri- 
can capitalism became monopoly 
capitalism, as the United States 
emerged as a leading imperialist 
country. Thus we see ihat from 
the earliest days, as soon as the 
capitalist form of production be- 
came dominant, America, the “land 
of opportunity,” also became a class- 
ical land of unemployment, of eco- 
nomic crises, and growing bourgeois 
reaction. And with the development 
of monopoly capitalism in the “land 
of opportunity” the issue of social 
security and democracy became the 
main battle cry of the nation. 

Marx and Engels centered our 
attention on the distinctive features 
of the American labor movement. 
At the same time they also em- 
phasized that, with the concentra- 
tion of industry in the United 
States, with the development of a 
world marked by America’s grow- 
ing participation in it, and with the 
“disappearance” of free land, the 
class relations in the United States 
would become more rigid and 
sharper. The American working- 
class would then begin to play a 
leading role not only in the coun- 
try, but also to play its part in the 
world labor movement. 

Parallel with the line of fluidity 


of class relationships, we must also 
see the corollary forces of sharp- 
ened class battles in the United 
States. We must see not only the 
negative features of the American 
labor movement in relation to Eu- 
rope, but also its positive features, 
Already in the early 1820’s we note 
the rise of trade union organizations 
in the United States. The post- 
Civil War rise of the Knights of 
Labor reflected the rapid concen- 
tration of industry and the growth 
of the working class. (The Knights 
of Labor, a mixture of early forms 
of industrial unionism embracing, 
at the same time, middle class ele- 
ments and farmers, dramatized in 
some respects the crossing of lines 
of fluidity of class relationships and 
sharpened class battles.) 

On the eve of, and following the 
Civil War, local Labor Parties made 
their appearance, testifying to the 
early political strivings of the 
American labor movement. Ameri- 
can labor has made great contribu- 
tions to American democracy. The 
battle of American labor for trade 
union rights, for the right to strike, 
advanced some higher forms of la- 
bor consciousness and in some re- 
spects compared favorably with 
that of European labor. 

Walter Lippmann, in his recent 
book, U. S. Foreign Policy, has 
made a valuable contribution to the 
strengthening of the coalition of the 
United Nations, particularly _ the 
U.S.A.-U.S.S.R. relations, in Amer- 
ica’s war for national survival. A 
review of his book does not fall in 
the scope of the present article. We 
shall confine our reference to one 
of the author’s main premises which 
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In his opening chapter, Mr. Lipp- 
mann declares: 


“The country, as I shall try to 
demonstrate, had a secure foreign 
policy toward the great powers 
from the decade after the end of 
the War of 1812 to the end of the 
war with Spain in 1898... . But 
in the election of 1900 the nation 
became divided over the conse- 
quences of the war with Spain, and 
never since then has it been pos- 
sible for any President of the 
United States to rely upon the 
united support of the nation in the 
conduct of foreign affairs.” 


In the main, Mr. Lippmann is 
quite right. The unity on foreign 
policies to which Mr. Lippmann 
makes reference corresponded to 
the growth and unification of our 
nation before the monopolist, im- 
perialist period in the United States. 
National unity before 1898 was 
achieved through sharp battles 
against the foreign policies of the 
Tory Federalists, the Copperheads, 
etc., since the United States’ foreign 
policies then were part of the same 
major issues of struggles against the 
establishment of a reactionary capi- 
talist feudal oligarchy in the U.S. 

Mr. Lippmann singles out the war 
with Spain in 1898 as the date 
which marks the beginning of di- 
vision in the nation on issues of 
foreign policy. This was precisely 
the war and date which ushered 
in the monopolist imperialist era 
in the United States. At the turn 
of the century we witnessed, there- 
fore, a sharpening of class relations 
in the country and a division in the 
nation around the internal and for- 
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eign policies which persisted and 
grew in sharpness through the war 
of 1917, through the Harding-Cool- 
idge-Hoover periods of “prosper- 
ity” and crises and “dollar di- 
plomacy.” 

The rise of the menace of fascism 
and the Nazi drive for world con- 
quest has once again placed the is- 
sue of foreign policy as the domi- 
nant issue before the nation. For 
the first time since 1898 there is a 
people’s unity through a -coalition 
of the patriotic classes. National 
unity became imperative for the 
realization of the correct foreign 
policy to safeguard our true na- 
tional interests and assure victory 
over the Axis. But this national 
unity, as in the crucial days of our 
nation’s birth and growth, will be 
achieved only by waging resolute 
war against Hitler by rallying 
around the Commander-in-Chief, 
by routing the defeatists and de- 
manding the “unconditional sur- 
render” from the Axis policy-mak- 
ers and ideologists at home—the 
Hoovers, Hearsts, etc. 

Recently the American press, 
under the title “Home Front,” pub- 
lished a series of syndicated articles 
written by Herbert Hoover. The 
title, which indicates the purpose 
of the articles, is not accidental. It 
revealed the main strategy of the 
appeasers—to destroy unity in the 
home front as a battering ram fcr 
breaking up the coalition of the 
United Nations. The Hoover-Axis 
strategy is: create political-econom- 
ic crises on the home front, in na- 
tional unity, as a means of over- 
coming the present and growing 
military-political crisis of the Axis. 
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Bearing this in mind, the following 
statement from Hoover’s articles on 
the home front is very illuminating: 
“In the War of 1917 our nation was 
spiritually united, today it is spirit- 
ually divided.” 

When Hoover declares that in 
1917 the nation was spiritually 
united, he means that in the impe- 
rialist war of 1917 the capitalist 
class was in the main united (while 
the working class was divided on 
the issues of the imperialist war). 
Today, in a people’s war against 
fascism, in America’s “war 
for national survival,” it is the 
working class that is united, while, 
unlike 1917, it is the capitalist class 
which is divided—the main sections 
of the capitalist class in support of 
Presdent Roosevelt, the other sec- 
tion represented by Hoover, which 
would rather see a Vichyite Amer- 
ica than a victory of a peoples’ war 
against fascism. Hoover sees in the 
unity of the working class a great 
threat to his main strategy of 
breaking up the home front. This 
unity is a barrier to the Hoover- 
du Pont appeasement pressure upon 
the whole capitalist class and to 
his attempts to break up national 
unity. 

The Hoover-Axis policy of at- 
tempts to demoralize and split the 
American labor movement is be- 
ing carried out by John L. Lewis. 
And wherever Lewis cannot openly 
split labor, he stimulates faction- 
alism as an opening wedge for the 
infiltration of “unsuspected” defeat- 
ist-appeasement policies. 

Earl Browder sharpened the un- 
derstanding of labor’s responsibili- 
ties in the people’s war when, dur- 


ing the Lewis mine strike provoca. 
tions, he declared that: When labor 
abandoned the right to strike, i 
was not a concession made by labor 
to the employers or the government, 
(If there could be any talk of mak. 
ing concessions for participation in 
this peoples’ war, it could only be 
applied to such hesitating and ir. 
resolute forces as represented by 
some of the editorial writers of the 
New York Times, who consider it a 
concession when they participate in 
a war against fascism.) 

Labor has the first and greatest 
responsibility in our war for na- 
tional survival. It subordinates 
everything to one condition—the 
waging of unconditional war upon 
the Axis and their unconditional 
surrender. 


* * ™ 


The war and its present decisive 
stage place great responsibility 
upon American labor. The Ameri- 
can labor movement, organized 
twelve million strong in the A. F. 
of L., C.I.O. and Railroad Brother- 
hoods, represents today an impres- 
sive force in our nation. It is the 
fruit of heroic struggles of count- 
less generations and realizes the 
fondest dreams of the greatest per- 
sonalities born and _ shaped by 
American labor—William Powder- 
ly, Eugene V. Debs, Wm. D. Hay- 
wood, Tom Mooney, C. E. Ruthen- 
berg, William Z. Foster and Earl 
Browder. American labor, with its 
present role in the war, in its de- 
mand for a Second Front and in- 
ternational trade unity in produc- 
tion, becomes ever more represen- 
tative of the national interests of the 
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entire country. The immediate, as 
well as the future great responsi- 
bilities of labor demand greater 
political activity, initiative and lead- 
ership. To discharge these respon- 
sibilities, labor leadership must 
attain the stature of national states- 
manship. This calls for better 
political thinking and a richer ideo- 
logical life. The appeasers and de- 
featists are therefore not confining 
themselves to political-organiza- 
tional actions alone. They realize 
that the success of their policies is 
predicated upon the “softening up” 
of the minds of the workers through 
Social-Democratic and fascist-like 
defeatist ideologies. Labor will not 
move ahead unless it joins battle 
with its enemies on the political- 
ideological front as well. 

What is true of labor generally 
is particularly true of the role and 
responsibilities of the Communist 
Party. In fact, ours is the great- 
est responsibility in the political 
education of labor. A distinctive 
feature of the Communist Party is 
its ability to politically educate the 
millions. The Communist Party 
must now more than ever dedicate 
itself to the task of assisting labor 
to fulfill its present-day responsi- 
bilities to the nation and to the 
fruition of the creative forces of 
the labor movement. 
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The Communist Party, by its very 
Marxian theory and the entire 
course of its historical develop- 
ment, is well equipped to educate 
the working class. The Communist 
Party as a political party of the 
American working class embodies 
best the merger of the revolution- 
ary traditions of our country with 
the long and rich history of the 
American labor movement. 

Browder’s leadership of the Com- 
munist Party, including his unlock- 
ing of the treasures of American 
history, have helped to enrich the 
thinking of the nation and the 
fighting capacity of labor. American 
labor needs a political party which 
arose upon the shoulders of the 
giants of the American revolution 
and upon the shoulders of the great 
personalities who built the Ameri- 
can labor movement. The Commu- 
nist Party, as the American Marx- 
ian working class party, is such a 
party today. 

On the occasion of the 24th anni- 
versary of the founding of the Com- 
munist Party—whose history and 
development are the source of its 
present win-the-war  policies—it 
will dedicate itself to the strength- 
ening of its ranks in the service of 
labor in the great cause of winning 
our war of “national survival,” for 
the complete destruction of fascism. 














THE SCHNEIDERMAN DECISION 


BY ROBERT MINOR 


(Continued from The Communist of August) 


Part II 


SHOWED that the Communist 

Party looks upon the state, or, 
as it is called in this case, “organ- 
ized government,” as the indispen- 
sable chief instrument through 
which to accomplish the colossal so- 
cial changes that the Party con- 
templates; that this party, if it “dis- 
believed in organized government,” 
could not be what it is—the most 
revolutionary party of all history— 
but would be no more than a futile 
sect. I showed that the concept of 
“withering away of the state” is 
not a view held by those who “dis- 
believe” in the state, but is a sci- 
entific concept formulated against 
them by Marx and Engels, and so 
successfully directed against them 
that there remain very few sane 
persons in this world who still “dis- 
believe in organized government.” 
The “withering away of the state” 
was shown to be the inevitable con- 
comitant, the corollary, of an 
achievement of organized govern- 
ment so successful in bringing so- 
cial order as to reduce the repres- 
sive function to the vanishing point, 
thus leaving the highly complex so- 
tial organization the character of 
“administration of things” — not 


through “abolishing the state” but 
through the absence of social dis- 
order. The “ordered liberty” for 
which the Attorney General so 
loudly clamors is no more than a 
synonym for “withering away of 
the state.” 


Now we come to the second of 
the two main questions of po- 
litical theory that were raised in 
the Schneiderman case: the ques- 
tion of overthrow of government by 
force and violence. And on this 
point again it is my task to show 
that the Communist Party is the 
revolutionary party of modern so- 
ciety and not a futile sect; that its 
views in respect to violence in rela- 
tion to the state, under the concrete 
conditions of today, as in the one 
comparable case of the past in the 
United States, call for the utmost 
use of the organized military vio- 
lence of the country’s armed forces 
in defense of the government. 

In doing this, I must show that 


the doctrine of Marxism insofar as 
it relates to the subject of violence 
and the state has very little resem- 
blance to anything that has ever 
dawned upon the minds of the gen- 
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The Attorney General contended 
that William Schneiderman could 
not have been attached to the 
Constitution because he “was a 
member of and affiliated with and 
believed in and supported the prin- 
ciples of” the Communist Party 
which, said the Attorney General’s 
prief, “advised, advocated, and 
taught the overthrow of the gov- 
ernment, Constitution and laws of 
the United States by force and 
violence. . . .” 


* * * 


Both of the greatest Presidents 
of the United States of the past de- 
clared themselves to be adherents 
of the political doctrine described 
by the Attorney General’s brief as 
belief in “overthrow of the govern- 
ment, Constitution and laws” “by 
force and violence.” 

Leave aside for the moment any 
question as to whether their views 
were “right” or “wrong,” and con- 
sider only what doctrines they de- 
clared, 

Jefferson wrote this belief into the 
Declaration of Independence, and 
the fifty-six signers of this first law 
and most formal political doctrine of 
the United States gave their en- 
dorsement to this doctrine. 

But Jefferson did not stop with 
that Declaration which was directed 
most particularly against the Brit- 
ish king and Government. He wrote 
many times that he believed vioient 
revolution would have a necessary 
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part in the future history of the 
United States. 

Lincoln first pronounced his doc- 
trinal justification of this view in a 
speech in Congress in January, 1848, 
saying: 


“Any people any where, being in- 
clined and having the power, have 
the right to rise up and shake off 
the existing government, and form 
a new one that suits them better. 
This is a most valuable, a sacred 
right—a right which, we hope and 
believe, is to liberate the world.” 


Lincoln made this speech on the 
day the great series of European 
revolutionary wars of 1848 began 
with the uprising at Palermo, Si- 
cily. The same day, January 12, 
1848, in London, Karl Marx was at 
work on the manuscript of the 
Communist Manifesto, a part of 
which, separated from its main 
body, and treated in this case as 
though it were a whole doctrine in 
itself, is the famous passage: 


“The Communists disdain to con- 
ceal their views and aims. They 
openly declare that their ends can 
be attained only by the forcible 
overthrow of all existing social con- 
ditions. Let the ruling classes trem- 
ble at a Communist revolution. The 
proletarians have nothing to lose but 
their chains. They have a world to 
win. 

“Working men of all countries, 
unite!” 

But Lincoln in his speech in 
Congress did not have in mind par- 
ticularly the European situation. He 
applied his remarks directly to the 
United States, as the full text of the 
speech shows. He referred specif- 
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ically to Texas, and to the war then 
in course with Mexico, against a 
background of slavery. The univer- 
sal character he gave to “a right 
which, we hope and believe, is to 
liberate the world” unmistakably 
included in its scope the dispute 
about slavery in the United States, 
and it was so understood and inter- 
preted throughout the succeeding 
years in that struggle. The slave 
power was high in the saddle, and 
from this and the belief that the 
Constitution protected property in 
slaves, it was generally assumed that 
the “impending conflict” over slav- 
ery would find the full military 
force and political power of the na- 
tional government defending the 
“rights” of the holders of this prop- 
erty. 

There can be no question but that 
the founders and creative builders 
of this nation were frank expon- 
ents of the doctrine which the Ep- 
igoni of the law now call a “be- 
lief in the overthrow of the govern- 
ment by force and violence.” And 
certainly Jefferson, Lincoln and all 
of their school meant it to apply as 
a matter of course to the United 
States—but not unconditionally, for 
not under all circumstances would 
they apply it to this or any country. 
And this is very important. A sharp 
distinction has to be made, and the 
Supreme Court quite soundly made 
the sharp distinction in the Schnei- 
derman case, as it would have to 
make if it were a Jefferson case or 
a Lincoln case, saying: 


“There is a material difference 
between agitation and exhortation 
calling for present violent action 
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which creates a clear and present 
danger of public disorder or other 
substantive evil, and mere doctrinal 
justification or prediction of the use 
of force under hypothetical condj- 
tions at some indefinite future time 
—prediction that is not calculated er 
intended to be presently acted upon, 
thus leaving opportunity for general 
discussion and the calm process of 
thought and reason.” (p. 1766) 


This is a very potent distinction. 

A moment’s reflection will show 
that neither Jefferson nor Lincoln 
nor Marx entertained for a moment 
the idiotic notion that their histori- 
cal doctrines were dogmas requir- 
ing indiscriminate application re- 
gardless of effect upon the course of 
history. 

Why is it important to make this 
distinction? 

Because idiots in high places fail 
to make this distinction and there- 
by endanger the country. 

Because the sound theory of Jet- 
ferson and Lincoln on this subject 
(quite similar to the view of Marx) 
is sometimes absolutely essential 
for clear understanding of the nec- 
essity not to overthrow, but to de- 
fend a government in the interest of 
human progress. 

To defend a government by force 
and violence? Yes. 

For the views of Jefferson and 
Lincoln on this subject, like the 
more developed views of the mod- 
ern Marxist workers’ movement, 
found their most frequent expres- 
sion in the violent defense of a 
democratic state. 

Washington and Jefferson by rev- 
olution overthrew the British gov- 
ernment of the colonies. 
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For Lincoln history produced a 
quite different situation: a great 
revolution leading to the abolition 
of slavery and the release of the 
fettered forces of production was 
wrought under the name and au- 
thority of the existing national gov- 
ernment in civil war precipitated 
by a slave owners’ attempt to over- 
throw the government. 

Marx and Engels, who based their 
theories on the hard facts of history, 
did not distort their history to fit a 
preconceived notion. They came to 
their views on this subject through 
a study of history in which the 
American Revolution and Civil War 
played a large part. That in the 
United States the cause of human 
progress won its victory in the 
1860’s, not in combat with the na- 
tional Government, but in its vio- 
lent defense, did not contradict, but 
helped to form their views. It is 
not accidental if they thought it 
possible that such an experience of 
the American nation might be typi- 
cal for a popular government not 
burdened with the European kind 
of bureaucracy and standing army. 

After the French experience of 
the Civil War in 1871, they came to 
the conclusion that: “One thing 
especially was proved by the Com- 
mune, viz; that the working class 
cannot simply lay hold of the ready- 
made state machinery and wield it 
for its own purposes,” and that “the 
next attempt of the French Revolu- 
tion will be no longer, as before, to 
transfer the bureaucratic-military 
machine from one hand to another, 
but to smash it; and this is essen- 
tial for every real people’s revolu- 
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tion on the Continent.” (Lenin: Se- 
lected Works, Vol. VII, p. 36). 

But it was also after the French 
experience of 1871 and the Ameri- 
can experience of 1861-65 that they 
came to the view that this might 
not be so in the case of the United 
States and England. 

Up to the time of their deaths 
Marx and Engels had not changed 
this view. 

It was Lenin’s opinion that Eng- 
land and the United States were 
possible exceptions even up to the 
war of 1914, and that only between 
1914 and 1917 did this possibility 
vanish. 

But the great historic events 
transformed the conditions of these 
two countries and thereby caused 
Lenin to conclude that the excep- 
tion had to be cancelled out. Lenin 
commented on the fact that Marx 
“confines himself to the Continent,” 
and said: 


“This was natural in 1871, when 
England was still the model of a 
purely capitalist country, but with- 
out militarism and, to a considerable 
degree, without a bureaucracy. 
Hence, Marx excluded England, 
where a revolution, even a people’s 
revolution could be conceived of, 
and was then possible, without the 
condition of first destroying the 
‘ready-made state machinery.’ 

“Today, in 1917, in the epoch of 
the first great imperialist war, 
Marx’s exception is no longer valid.” 
The “ready-made state machinery,” 
said Lenin, had been “brought in 
those countries, between 1914 and 
1917, to general ‘European’ impe- 
rialist perfection.” (Lenin: Selected 
Works, Vol. VII, p. 37). 
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But there is not a single dogma 
in the whole of Marxism, and to as- 
sume that Lenin made a political 
dogma on the question of violent 
overthrow of the state in any coun- 
try would be political idiocy. That 
he made no such dogma in Russia 
is vividly shown by history. For a 
certain period in 1917 Lenin and 
Stalin and the Communist Party 
of Russia insisted that there be 
no attempt at, and no advocacy of, 
the immediate overthrow by vio- 
lence of the bourgeois provisional 
government. It was not at all 
through solicitude for that gov- 
ernment. In April, 1917, Lenin 
described the Russian situation as 
one in which “dual power is mani- 
fested in the existence of two gov- 
ernments.” One was the so-called 
Provisional Government, which 
Lenin pointed out was “based not 
on law, nor on the previously ex- 
pressed will of the people, but on 
seizure by force,” a bourgeois dic- 
’ tatorship inimical to the interests of 
the masses. The other “govern- 
ment” was the unofficial but far 
more potent “ ‘supervisory’ govern- 
ment in the shape of the Petrograd 
Soviets of Workers and Soldiers 
Deputies, which possesses no organs 
of state power but which derives 
its authority from a clear and in- 
disputable majority of the people. 
...” (Lenin: Selected Works, Vol. 
VI, p. 21 et seq.) 

The old government of the tsar 
had been overthrown, and there re- 
mained a condition of civil war, but 
Lenin described the Russia of that 
moment as “the freest of all the bel- 
ligerent countries in the world,” 
with, among other things, an “ab- 
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sence of violence in relation to the 
masses.” He advised and his party 
accepted a policy opposing any use 
of violence: 


“In this transitional period [May 
7, 1917], as long as the armed force 
is in the hands of the soldiers, a; 
long as Milyukov and Guchkov have 
not resorted to violence, this ciyi 
war, as far as we are concerned, 
turns into peaceful, prolonged, and 
patient class propaganda.” (Ibid, 
p. 95. My emphasis—R.M.) 


But of the “two governments,” 
one must be removed and the other 
take all power. The Soviets must 
take power. 


“Tt must be explained to the 
masses that the Soviet of Workers 
Deputies is the only possible form 
of revolutionary government and 
that therefore our task is, as long 
as this government submits to the 
influence of the bourgeoisie, to pre- 
sent a patient, systematic and per- 
sistent explanation of its errors and 
tactics, an explanation especially 
adapted to the practical needs of 
the masses. 

“As long as we are in the minor- 
ity we carry on the work of criti- 
cising and exposing errors and at 
the same time advocate the neces- 
sity of transferring the entire pow- 
er of state to the Soviets of Work- 
ers’ Deputies, so that the masses 
may by experience overcome their 
mistakes.” (Ibid., p. 23.) 


In the History of the Communist 
Party of the Soviet Union it is 
said: 


“This meant that Lenin was not 
calling for a revolt against the Pro- 
visional Government, which at that 
moment enjoyed the confidence of 
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the Soviets, that he was not de- 
manding its overthrow, but that he 
wanted, by means of explanatory 
and recruiting work, to win a ma- 
jority in the Soviets, to change the 
policy of the Soviets, and through 
the Soviets to alter the composition 
and policy of the government. 

“This was a line envisaging a 
peaceful development of the revo- 
lution.” 

And when, in a workers’ demon- 
stration, “a small group of mem- 
pers of the Petrograd Party Com- 
mittee (Bagdatyev and others) is- 
sued a slogan demanding the imme- 
diate overthrow of the Provisional 
Government,” “the Central Commit- 
tee of the Bolshevik Party sharply 
condemned the conduct of these 
‘Left? adventurers, considering this 
slogan untimely and incorrect, a slo- 
gan that hampered the Party in its 
efforts to win over a majority in 
the Soviets and ran counter to the 
Party line of a peaceful develop- 
ment of the revolution.” (History 
of the Communist Party of the So- 
viet Union, pp. 186-187.) 


There must be no prettifying of 
history. In the Russian Revolution 
of October-November, 1917, there 
was a state; there was violence; and 
there was a violent overthrow of a 
state. That there was a minimum 
of violence in the actual taking of 
power, and that the more fully vio- 
lent struggle came later in defend- 
ing the new revolutionary state, 
does not alter the essential charac- 
ter of the event, but rather typi- 
fies such events. 

But it is gravely necessary to un- 
derstand this phenomenon, not 
simply from the policeman’s-eye- 
view of a ridiculous witness who 
“only read” the party’s theoretical 


literature on this subject “to secure 
evidence, reading and underscoring 
those portions which, in his opin- 
ion, ‘had to do with force and vio- 
lence or overthrowing of this sys- 
tem of government other than by 
lawful means provided in the Con- 
stitution.’ ” 

Why is it supremely necessary 
to clarify these matters? Because 
any shallow interpretation of a se- 
rious and established political doc- 
trine gives aid and comfort to the 
powers of Nazi darkness whose 
main stock in political fraud in- 
cludes such deceitful distortion. 

An example in Spain in May, 
1937: The Italian and German 
agents provocateurs in Barcelona 
were able to incite an armed insur- 
rection with the aid of the Trot- 
skyites, inside of the Republican 
city, by staging it as an attempt to 
“overthrow the capitalist govern- 
ment” of the Republic. The idea 
of “overthrow of capitalist govern- 
ment”—as a fixed dogma—had 
some dangerous successes among 
workers befuddled with “theories” 
of Trotskyites (who advocate over- 
throw of the state of Soviet Russia 
as well, and always serve reaction). 
Obviously this was not the Marx- 
ian course! 

The Marxists, the Communist 
workers, were among the Republi- 
can forces that defended the Span- 
ish Republic and put down the Nazi- 
instigated revolt by force of arms. 
Their course was in thorough ac- 
cord with the Marxian doctrine 
in regard to force and violence in 
relation to the State: the progres- 
Sive, popular State was defended 
by force and violence. And this 
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was the only possible application 
of the revolutionary Marxist view. 

Much dogmatic nonsense is 
made of the word “epoch,” in con- 
nection with this subject. The con- 
cept of the “epoch of imperialism” 
confused some people; they thought 
that the arrival of an “epoch” 
settled all questions, that they need 
think no more, that now at last they 
had a justified dogma that in the 
United States and England there 
must be a course of history: identi- 
cal in this respect with what ap- 
peared as a general pattern of the 
Continent of Europe. The worst 
enemies of Leninism now argue 
that the cause of the United Na- 
tions must be “also imperialist” be- 
cause the present is an imperialist 
epoch. 

But Lenin warned against dog- 
matic conceptions as to epochs. For 
instance, when in 1916 Rosa Lux- 
embourg had made the mistake of 
reasoning dogmatically that there 
“can be no more national wars” “in 
the epoch (era) of this unbridled 
imperialism,” Lenin sharply pointed 
out that such was not the Commu- 
nist view of “epochs.” He showed 
“how absurd it would be to em- 
ploy the term imperialism in a 
stereotyped fashion by deducing 
from it that national wars are im- 
possible.” Referring to “possible 
and probable” national wars of lib- 
eration of Asiatic countries, he 
added that “national wars must not 
be regarded as impossible in the 
epoch of imperialism even in Eu- 
rope.” (Lenin: Collected Works, 
Vol. XIX, pp. 202-5.) Nor did he 
exclude the greatest of the capital- 
ist states from possible participa- 


tion in a coalition that might be en- 
gaged in a great national war ip 
Europe. (See Lenin: Collected 
Works, Vol. XVIII, p. 225.) 

Just because Lenin said that in 
August, 1917, the United States ang 
England had slipped into a condi- 
tion like the “all-European, filthy, 
bloody morass of bureaucratic-mili- 
tary institutions to which every. 
thing is subordinated and which 
trample everything under foot "~ 
are we to conclude that all men are 
bound by this to a dogmatic idea 
that this remains so in all cases and 
under all circumstances through- 
out an “epoch” even __ though 
every one of us_ knows _ that 
today the United States and 
England are not in such a “filthy, 
bloody morass of bureaucratic-mili- 
tary institutions”? If we do we are 
not Communists, but helpless dog- 
matists paralyzed by phrases. 

“What! No  bureaucracy!”—we 
can hear the guffaws of the Chi- 
cago Tribune, the New York Daily 
News, Hearst, Bricker, Taft and Nye 
—for it is a fashion of all who op- 
pose the nation’s just war against 
Nazism-fascism to say that we are 
being swallowed by a New Deal 
bureaucracy. Senator Byrd has re- 
cently written for the Hearst press 
a whole thesis to prove, by sheer 
statistical mumbers of persons in 
federal employ, that bureaucracy is 
subjecting the land to “government 
by Frankenstein.” And, as this will 
be a slogan demagogically used by 
all Hitler’s “anti-bureaucratic” ad- 
mirers in the coming election, we 
must clear it up. 

Certainly there is bureaucracy in 
cur country, and bureaucracy is al- 
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ways a danger. But bureaucracy is 
not determined by the number of 
persons employed by the govern- 
ment. Many fools try to measure 
it by sheer numbers, and for a cen- 
tury this has been one of the favor- 
ite means of “proving” that all so- 
cial progress is impossible. The de- 
gree of bureaucracy is determined, 
not by numbers but by separation 
from the people. To say that the 
social legislation and measures that 
characterize the New Deal consti- 
tute a swamping of the country’s 
democracy under a flood ef bu- 
reaucracy is a favorite slander by 
the reactionaries, but it is a slan- 
der. 

And: “What! No Militarism!”—we 
can hear the squeal of the pacifist 
aids of the fifth column who think 
“militarism” means a big army, and 
that a large army is always mili- 
tarism. But never did an authori- 
tative Communist voice say that the 
size of an army itself was a reason 
for classifying countries on the Eu- 
ropean continent or elsewhere as bu- 
reaucratic and militaristic—and cer- 
tainly not a great draft army of the 
people in a just war. Always Marx 
and all his successors have found 
the fault not in an army, but in a 
“standing” army, and in an officer 
caste corresponding to fixed class 
lines. Always the Marxists sharply 
distinguished between an army sep- 
arated from the people—and an 
army organically a part of the peo- 
ple. It is in this relation that Com- 
munists have always favored uni- 
versal military service. To say 
that the present splendid demo- 
cratic military organization of our 
country is “militarism” is a con- 
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temptible slander. The draft by 
which the entire youth of America 
gives cbiigatory universal military 
service to the nation is not only not 
militaristic, but is an enormous bul- 
wark of the democracy of the na- 
tion. 

The United States and England, 
together with our allies, are en- 
gaged in a democratic struggle 
fully as justified as any ever known 
in their early history, and the 
forces of democracy are more alive 
within them than ever before. 


* * * 


The Supreme Court, in ruling 
that freedom of speech and thought 
on this subject is defended by the 
United States Constitution, ex- 
pressed no more nor less than the 
most elementary truth of American 
history and present American na- 
tional interest. 


The Minority View 


‘The minority view is well worthy 


of attention, if only because it 
serves to sharpen the meaning of 
the decision by contrast. 

Chief Justice Stone, dissenting, 
refers to Marx’s Communist Mani- 
festo of 1848 as “the fountain head 
of Communist principles.” But of 
the fountain head he quotes only 
one-half of one sentence—the words 
“only by the forcible overthrow of 
all existing social conditions.” It is 
probable that this expression about 
overthrow of “social conditions” is 
taken as synonymous with over- 
throw of government or state. 

This is misleading. 

In the most outstanding experi- 
ence of America, the “forcible over- 
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throw of . . . existing social condi- 
tions” was not in the least synony- 
mous with overthrow of the State. 
On the contrary, it was accom- 
plished only by violent defense of 
the state. 

The assumption of the dissenting 
minority of the Court is painfully 
out of accord with the fact that just 
thirteen years after the Manifesto 
was written, the political principles 
so magnificently expressed in it had 
their very first test under Ameri- 
can conditions—when the outstand- 
ing American Communist leaders of 
the time were commissioned as of- 
ficers in the U. S. Army, and the 


International of that time, under the 
leadership of the authors of the 
Communist Manifesto, was busily 
making use of the Manifesto, in five 


European languages, as its’ main 
literary instrument for work 
throughout Europe, the chief feature 
of which was to rally military and 
political support for the Govern- 
ment of the United States. 

And what happened in America 
in the 1860’s was precisely the 
“forcible overthrow” of the most 
firmly fixed “social condition” of 
the time. Curiously enough, the 
President of the  slave-owners’ 
Confederacy thundered about the 
right for the free owners of slaves 
to “overthrow government” by 
“revolution”—repeating Lincoln’s 
earlier words even as Trotskyites 
now repeat and distort Lenin’s 
clear and valid words to defeat 
Lenin’s purpose. But it was not the 
United States government that was 
“forcibly overthrown.” On the con- 
trary, the Government was very 
forcibly defended by Lincoln, the 
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consistent believer in the doctrine 
of the right to overthrow govern. 
ments; and in this he was magnifi- 
cently aided, as he acknowledged 
in a letter to Marx, by the very peo- 
ple who formulated the political 
doctrines expressed in the Commu- 
nist Manifesto, and particularly 
expressed in the sentence half of 
which Chief Justice Stone quotes, 
about “forcible overthrow” of “so- 
cial conditions.” 

How could the Justices of the 
minority make so strange a mis- 
judgment of the content of this his- 
toric document? 

Clearly because they resorted to 
other material than the words and 
deeds of the authors of the Mani- 
festo to judge the meaning of the 
Manifesto. After quoting but halj 
of one sentence of the famous Man- 
ifesto, the minority undertakes to 
show the character of the doctrine 
contained in it—not through the 
words of the document itself, but 
through repeated quotations from 
another document—a book written 
by—N. Bukharin! It is the notorious 
work of Bukharin called ABC of 
Communism. 

Chief Justice Stone found this 
book to be his best source for quot- 
ations attempting to show, first, that 
the Marxian doctrine holds that 
under all conditions the peaceful 
realization of the aims of the work- 
ers is impossible; secondly, that this 
Goctrine necessarily precludes any 
civil rights for the bourgeoisie and 
requires that one must deprive 
them of all freedom, must “chain 
them hand and foot”; and thirdly, 
that “it is necessary above all things, 
to undermine and destroy the army 
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in order to overcome the bour- 
geoisie.” 

That all three of these “doc- 
trines” are, from the point of view 
of Marxism, distortions, that they 
are at the very best one-sided, in- 
complete and misleading, and that 
all three stem out of Bukharin’s 
false idea of the State for which 
he was roundly denounced by Len- 
in twenty-five years ago and which 
Stalin called “‘semi-anarchist non- 
sense,” was obviously not known to 
the Chief Justice. The truth is that 
the Bukharin book had gained such 
notoriety by its stupid distortions 
that the most common means of 
taunting Bukharin was to call him 
“the author of the ABC of Commu- 
nism.” (Lenin: Selected Works, Vol. 
IX, p. 9.) 

It would have been better if the 
footnote to the dissenting opinion, 
instead of conceding that Bukharin 
“had later been expelled from the 
Russian Communist Party,” had 
said that he recently confessed to 
the crime of treason, admitted that 
he had participated in the assassin- 
ation of several Soviet officials, that 
he had been conspiring to “arrest” 
Lenin and Stalin (really to murder 
them) and to overthrow the Soviet 
Government even prior to the time 
he wrote the book, and that at the 
time he was brought to trial for 
treason the book was publicly men- 
tioned in the press as an example 
of the degeneration of its author 
into an espionage agent of the Ger- 
man Nazi government.* Bukharin’s 
false ideas as to the State, as to the 
question of violent overthrow and 


*Bukharin and several co-conspirators were 
convicted and executed in March, 1938. 
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“withering away” of a state, were 
expressed in 1916: 


“ ..Itis absolutely wrong to seek 
the difference between the [Com- 
munists] and the anarchists in the 
fact that the former are advocates 
and the latter opponents of the 
State. ... 

“Social-Democracy** now 
more than ever must emphasize its 
hostility in principle to the State. 
... The present war has shown how 
deeply the roots of the-State have 
penetrated the soul of the work- 
ers.” 


Lenin immediately attacked Bu- 
kharin, saying: 


“That is wrong... .” “... the 
main point of the difference in the 
attitude of the [Communists] and 
the anarchists towards the State 
[cannot be] overlooked.” “[Commu- 
nists] are in favor of utilizing the 
modern State and its institutions in 
the struggle for the emancipation 
of the working class, and are 
equally in favor of utilizing the 
State for the peculiar form of tran- 
sition from capitalism to Socialism. 
This transitional form, which is also 
a State, is the dictatorship of the 
proletariat. The anarchists want to 
‘abolish’ the State, to ‘blow it up’ 
(sprengen) as [Bukharin]  ex- 
presses it in one place, erroneously 
attributing this view to [the Com- 
munists].” “The [Communists]... 
recognize that the State will ‘grad- 
ually’ die out, will ‘fall asleep,’ after 
the bourgeoisie has been expropri- 
ated.” (Stalin: Leninism, Vol. II, pp. 
222-23.) 


After Lenin’s death in 1924, when 
Bukharin published a claim that 


** J.c., the Communist movement as it is now 


called. 
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Lenin in 1916 “had a wrong atti- 
tude to the postulate on the blowing 
up of the State. ... and confused 
that question with the question of 
the dying out of the dictatorship of 
the proletariat,” Stalin recalled and 
repeated Lenin’s denunciation, 
pointing out that Bukharin’s views 
amounted to a “semi-anarchistic 
mess.” (Ibid, p. 223.) 

That the minority of the Court 
derived from Bukharin’s book a con- 
ception as to the Communist atti- 
tude toward the army which is not 
and never could be the attitude of 
Communists, is unfortunate at a 
time when the whole of the effort 
of free mankind for survival de- 
pends to some degree upon clarity 
on the subject of the army of our 
nation. 


Dictatorship of the Proletariat 


On the question of the dictator- 
ship of the proletariat, which 
Schneiderman had correctly testi- 
fied would mean that “the majority 
of the people shall really direct 
their own destinies and use the in- 
struments of the state for these 
truly democratic ends,” the Su- 
preme Court spoke in terms com- 
pletely reflecting historic reality: 


“In the general sense the term 
may be taken to describe a state 
in which the workers or the masses, 
rather than the bourgeoisie or capi- 
talists are the dominant class. 
Theoretically it is control by a class, 
not a dictatorship in the sense of 
absolute and total rule by one in- 
dividual. So far as the record be- 
fore us indicates, the concept is a 
fluid one, capable of adjustment to 
different conditions in different 


countries. There are only meager 
indications of the form the ‘dic. 
tatorship’ would take in this coun- 
try. It does not appear that it 
would necessarily mean the end of 
representative government or the 
federal system.” 


In the principle involved there is 
nothing strange to America’s dy- 
namic history, if we allow that our 
revolutions have been only bour- 
geois. Marx’s theory cannot be un- 
derstood unless we know that it was 
not simply concerned with the dic- 
tatorship of the proletariat. It is 
but a part of a more general his- 
torical theory by which Marx saw, 
as Lenin said, “the necessity of the 
dictatorship of any revolutionary 
class for its victory.” (Lenin: Se- 
lected Works, Vol VII, p. 241.) In 
Germany in 1848 Marx stated the 
matter: 


“After a revolution, every pro- 
visional organization of the state 
requires a dictatorship, and an en- 
ergetic dictatorship at that.” 


But, as the Supreme Court says, 
“philosophies cannot generally be 
studied in vacuo,” and so we will 
look into concrete American experi- 
ence on this matter as well. The 
general form of this view was ex- 
pressed by General William Tecum- 
seh Sherman when he was engaged 
in the desperate enterprise of sav- 
ing American democracy by mili- 
tary means. He wrote to Lincoln: 
“. . . we will remove and destroy 
every obstacle, if need be, take 
every life, every acre of land, every 
particle of property, every thing 
that to us seems proper; that we 
will not cease till the end is at- 
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tained; that all who do not aid 
ys are enemies, and that we 
will not account to them for our 
acts. If the people of the South 
oppose us, they do so at their 
peril; and if they stand by, mere 
lookers-on in this domestic tragedy, 
they have no right to immunity, 
protection, or share in the final re- 
sult.” (Sandburg: Lincoln, Vol. I, 
p. 391.) 

And if we repeat that the cause 
for which he applied these methods 
was the cause of democracy, and 
that by winning that fight by these 
methods Sherman, Grant and their 
“Captain,” Lincoln, served the 
freedom of mankind on a grander 
scale than any had served it before, 
we are but giving the first ray of 
light upon what Marx meant by 
“dictatorship” as an_ inevitable 
stage in the highest moments of 
crisis in the struggle against slav- 
ery and against dietators. Lincoln 
did not find that General Sherman 
showed a lack of attachment to the 
to the Constitution but tried in 
vain to get Sherman’s permission 
to publish the letter. 


* * * 


The Supreme Court also showed 
that American history is not aban- 
doned when it referred to Schneid- 
erman’s views on “nationalization 
of the means of production and ex- 
change,” saying: 


“None of this is necessarily in- 
compatible with the ‘general politi- 
cal philosophy’ of the Constitution 
as Outlined above by the Govern- 
ment. It is true that the Fifth 
Amendment protects private prop- 
erty, even against taking for public 


use without compensation. But 
throughout our history many sin- 
cere people whose attachment to 
the general constitutional scheme 
cannot be doubted have, for vari- 
ous and even divergent reasons, 
urged differing degrees of govern- 
mental ownership and control of 
natural resources, basic means of 
production, and banks and the me- 
dia of exchange, either with or 
without compensation. And some- 
thing once regarded as a species 
of private property [ie., property 
in slaves—R.M.] was abolished 
without compensating the owners 
when theinstitution of slavery was 
forbidden. Can it be said that the 
author of the Emancipation Procla- 
mation and the supporters of the 
Thirteenth Amendment were not 
attached to the Constitution? We 
conclude that lack of attachment to 
the Constitution is not shown on the 
basis of the changes which petition- 
er testified he desired in the Consti- 
tution.” 


This is a time when, above all 
times, the full validity of the Marx- 
ist world outlook must be in- 
sisted upon in’ the living terms of 
today’s and tomorrow’s history. 

We hope no one will think we are 
arguing for a pacifist view of the 
questions that center around the 
Marxist-Leninist theory of the 
State, such as that of force and vio- 
lence, of “withering away,” etc. 
Pacifist views, which are invari- 
ably anti-Marxist, can only aid the 
subjection of the world to Nazi vio- 
lence. No view of violence but that 
which sees the need now of the 
most extreme degree of the superb- 
ly organized violence of our Army 





848 


and Navy can serve the nation. 
Is it not necessary to think freely 
of the fact that in the only two cases 
when the violent overthrow of the 
U. S. Government has been placed 
on the agenda of history the Marxist 
workers’ party has answered by its 
defense with arms in hand in the 
uniform of the U. S. Army? 


* * * 


The Supreme Court did not doc- 
trinally justify the Communists’ 
or any other theory or political 
opinion. By the function of the 
Court it was not called upon to do 
so. Under the American system, the 
sound constitutional view is that the 
people and not courts decide what 
political programs are good and 
what are bad. The Supreme Court 
justified nothing but the Constitu- 
tion and the constitutional applica- 
tion of laws. 


* % * 


But the rest of us, we who are 
not in the robes of justice but must 
when possible wear our country’s 
uniform of war—and we recall that 
the Justice who wrote this decision 
laid aside for a time the robes of 
the court to wear the uniform of 
cur Army—we must be free to jus- 
tify political doctrines. Primarily, 
of course, it is a question of the 
right of free political association of 
the workers, the labor movement. 
Freedom of the labor movement for 
political results in its 
arriving at doctrines that aid our 
country and all of progressive man- 
kind in this war of survival—just as 
the past free political thinking first 
delivered in birth and then pre- 


association 
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served the life of this nation. 

In times like these the greatest 
nations live or die by use of guns— 
and correct thinking. A nation 
whose labor movement does not 
win for itself at all cost its full free. 
dom of thought and for its members 
the right of doctrinal justification of 
the most advanced political theory, 
would be at the mercy of the worst 
political adventurers. 

Opportunists speak of the labor 
movement as having two forms of 
struggle—the economic and the po- 
litical. No, there are not two forms, 
but three. The third form is the 
theoretical struggle. 

“Engels recognizes not two forms 
of the great struggle” that the 
Communists conduct — “(political 
and economic), as is the fashion 


among us”—‘“but three, adding to 


the first two the theoretical strug- 
gle.” (Lenin: Selected Works, Vol. 
II, p. 48.) 

A distinguishing mark of the 
Communist Party is precisely its 
stubborn insistence upon bringing 
to the whole working class the habit 
and capacity of theoretical judg- 
ment. 

There is now, irrevocably begun, 
a “sense of theory among _ the 
workers.” What is its origin? Its 
belated origin is to be found in the 
very depth and nature of the crisis 
in the national life. 

And what is the practical imme- 
diate importance of the freedom of 
the American people in_ political 
thought, in theoretical develop- 
ment in what. the Supreme Court 
called “doctrinal justification” of 
the political principles that free 
thinking produces? 
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It is in the fact that “practical 
economic” struggle alone in the 
present war crisis would destroy the 
United States as a nation. It is in 
the fact that the “political” strug- 
gle added alone to the immediate, 
narrow economic motivation would 
produce the politics of the Chicago 
Tribune, of John L. Lewis, the 
Trotskyite sabotage specialists, and 
of the Norman Thomases. It would 
be politics without the theory, that 
is, without the systematized think- 
ing applied freely to the experi- 
ence of our own country and others, 
without the sound theory which is 
absolutely indispensable to make us 
see the life-and-death reasons for 
the subordination of all things to 
the winning of the war. 

Earl Browder in the article “The 
Strike Wave Conspiracy” in The 
Communist of June, 1943, and in 
his subsequent report to the Plen- 
um of the National Committee of 
the Communist Party published in 
The Communist of July, showed 
with terrific force what would be 
the consequences of the political de- 
capitation of the labor movement 
which would be the real effect of 
‘legalizing’ the free thought of 
the labor movement in respect to 
Marxist views. We have the alterna- 
tive of freedom for over-all think- 
ing, which is to say theoretical un- 
derstanding of the nature of 
the war and of national pol- 
icy—or a _ so-called “practical” 
drifting of the trade unions 
in the current of day-to-day consid- 
erations, i.e, their victimization by 
every shady adventurer. All shady 
adventurers belong to the enemy 
sooner or later. The Attorney Gen- 


eral’s policy of solicitude for the 
“civil rights” of every vile preach- 
er of Nazism and Trotskyite sabo- 
teur while he is attacking the right 
of political association and thought 
of the American trade union move- 
ment and Communist Party, has 
done much to weaken the no- 
strike policy of labor and to 
strengthen the openly operating 
pro-fascists in the great industrial 
centers. 

Inseparable from thé freedom of 
political thought is the right of po- 
litical association. Interference with 
the American labor movement’s 
right of political association could 
only mean (in practice, under the 
conditions of the United States to- 
day) the formal dissolving of all 
political organization except that of 
the political groups, juggling with 
either of two party names, most of 
whose leaders meet in the directors’ 
rooms of banks and in rich men’s 
clubs and who can run things with- 
out any formal right of political as- 
sociation. It would mean dis- 
solving the popular political or- 
ganizations of the masses which 
unify the nation with the Roose- 
velt Administration, with its social 
legislation and its policy of strength 
for our nation through alliance with 
the Soviet Union and the other 
democracies against the Axis. It 
would mean their dissolution in 
favor of carefully organized anti- 
Administration forces which would 
appear as “non-political,” as oper- 
ating not parties but a “free press” 
—such as the Chicago Tribune, the 
N.Y. Daily News, the Hearst and 
Howard press. It would mean de- 
capitation of the trade unions by 
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stifling their support of the nation’s 
war. 

To admit that the right of politi- 
cal association of the people is sub- 
ject to debate would be to admit 
in effect the debatability of the 
question of Naziism, i.e.. the Nazi 
cause as against the whole cause 
of human progress, and the life and 
character of this nation. 

This question of the right to free 
thought and free political associa- 
tion is not on the agenda for settle- 
ment with words; it is being settled 
by “other, i.e., forceful instruments.” 


* * * 


What is the Marxian doctrine in 
regard to violence in relation to the 
State? In the concrete life of today 
—and “there is no abstract truth; 


truth is always  concrete”’—this 
Marxian doctrine is that democratic 
states will die that are not de- 
fended by violence. 

The greatest essential for our 
country today is for the crescendo 
of military violence, of an Anglo- 
American offensive in Western Eu- 
rope, which absolutely must be 
achieved now, this summer, to be 
supported by a unified American 
people—and, most necessary of all, 
a unified labor movement living up 
to the no-strike pledge and lifting 
war preduction to the wunprece- 
dented heights that will give 
plenty to the offensive in Europe 
and the Pacific. 

Our American generals are now 
indicating to the peoples of Italy 
and “the Continent” that the “fil- 
thy, bloody .. . bureaucratic-mili- 
tary institutions” now ruling over 
their countries must be “smashed” 
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—not for aims of a single class but 
for the liberation of their nations 
as nations. Such is the condition 
today on “the Continent.” 

Elsewhere—in the United States 
and England, the opposite condition 
prevails—the support of the Goy- 
ernment in a national unity of 
which not the least important part 
is the labor movement. Certainly 
the exemption that Marx made of 
the United States and England is 
as much in the practice of the Com- 
munists and the iabor movement, 
and is as fully justified by Marxist- 
Leninist theory, today as it was in 
1861 and as it was put into words 
of Marx in 1871. 

History does not reproduce in the 
same form any condition of the 
past; and today’s enormous concen- 
tration and centralization of giant 
industry under the hegemony of 
finance capital is a new condition. 
But under the conditions of to- 
day the decisive forces and leader- 
ship of organized labor, and the 
Communist Party are pursuing a 
policy in which our country is 
treated as outside of the sphere of 
internal violence in the seeking of 
labor’s aims. That the exemption 
may be extended even to “the Con- 
tinent” of Europe after the destruc- 
tion of Hitlerism— without the 
smashing of the state machinery 
of the republics that will be set up 
by the peoples on the ruins of the 
“filthy, bloody, bureaucratic-mili- 
tary institutions” of the Hitler-Quis- 
ling occupation—and as a result 
of successful application of the 
most extreme forms of military vio- 
lence, of which we must have the 
highest maximum on “the Contin- 
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ent” in the immediate future, is 
within the logic and the hope of our 
efforts. 

For what is the prospect of the 
extension of our alliance with Eng- 
land, the Soviet Union, and the 


other United Nations beyond the 
war and into the peace—unless it 
visualizes a long period of friend- 
ship and collaboration of the anti- 
Hitler coalition and peoples in the 
establishment of a just and dur- 
able peace and the organization of 


security and economic prosperity in 
post-war. reconstruction? 


(Correction: In the first part of this 
article, published in the August is- 
sue, I said that the German Social- 
Democratic Party emerged from the 
period of Bismarck’s anti-Socialist 
Law with “nearly a million support- 
ers.” I should have said nearly a 
million and a half. After the law 
was eliminated there was a rapid 
further increase. ] 








NOTES ON BRAZIL 


BY C. MOTA 


RAZIL, as part of the anti-Hit- 

fer coalition, is engaged in this 
global war in which the fate of all 
nations and peoples is at stake. In 
this people’s war for national liber- 
ation Brazil’s full participation— 
the rapid mobilization of all the 
people and the nation’s resources— 
is imperative. 

This task is the sacred duty of 
the Brazilian Government, its peo- 
ple, labor, and each and every pa- 
triot. National unity around the 
Vargas Government will unfold and 
ensure this full participation. The 
very existence of Brazil, its devel- 
opment and progress, depend on it. 
It is in the light of this foremost task 
that the situation within the coun- 
try must be viewed and the course 
charted. And it is in the light of 
this task that we must examine all 
prevailing conditions that are ob- 
stacles to the Vargas Government 
and to the people in their path to- 
ward full mobilization for the war. 

Clarity on these questions will 
contribute toward forging’ the 
broadest national union, which will 
embrace all patriotic Brazilians, all 
opponents of Hitlerism, regardless 
of their political and religious be- 
liefs, without which Brazil cannot 
give its maximum in the destruc- 
tion of Axis oppression. 

Clarity is required especially in 


order to expose the treacherous role 
being played by the fascists, Integ- 
ralistas and Trotskyites, who are 
trying to create confusion and 
strife, and to stir up hatred and 
distrust against Vargas’ war poli- 
cies, because these policies are 
aimed against Hitler and his ac- 
complices. They are seeking to 
discredit the war measures of the 
War Government, and to undermine 
the will to victory of the people. 
They are engaging in treasonable 
activities and plotting provocations 
against the U.S.S.R. and against 
the Vargas Government’ which 
heads the national defense. These 
traitors must be exposed, com- 
bated and crushed. This is an ur- 
gent war necessity. This is neces- 
sary for ensuring victory. 


* * * 


Under the leadership of Presi- 
dent Vargas, Brazil played a vital 
role at the Rio Conference in the 
building of Hemispheric unity 
against the Axis. Following this 
conference Brazil entered the war 
and became a member of the 
United Nations. The determined 
anti-Axis policy of Brazil, the larg- 
est country of Latin America, with 
an area nearly half of the South 
American continent, with 47,000,000 
inhabitants (one-third of the popu- 
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lation of Latin America and half 
of South America), was decisive in 
influencing the foreign policy of 
the other South American countries. 
It helped influence all the South 
American nations away from the 
poison of Argentina’s fascist poli- 
cies of assistance to the Axis, under 
the cloak of “neutrality” and the 
pious slogan of “moral Pan Ameri- 
can solidarity.” It prevented the 
crystallization of a pro-Axis bloc 
of Latin American nations and 
helped to draw Chile away from the 
“neutral” policy of Argentina. 
When Argentina, acquiescing to 
Germany’s demands and “prom- 
ises” of “safety of navigation,” 
stopped its ships from sailing to the 
US.A., and exerted her influence 
to have this policy endorsed by 
other Republics (in this instance, 


Chile and Brazil), her efforts met 


with failure. The Brazilian Mer- 
chant Marine continued to contrib- 
ute its share to the war effort. The 
loss of thousands of Brazilian lives 
has but increased the war deter- 
mination of the government and 
galvanized the anti-fascist will of 
the people for vengeance. It set 
in motion new forces and new en- 
ergies throughout the breadth of the 
nation. 

Upon an agreement with the 
US.A., Brazil took the necessary 
steps to meet some of the pressing 
demands of the war industries of 
the U.S.A. Brazil greatly increased 
its exports of strategic materials 
considered by the Army and Navy 
Board of Munitions as indispen- 
sable for the war. The source and 
supplies of these materials are in 
whole or in large part outside of 
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the United States, as, for example, 
bauxite, manganese, rubber, quartz 
crystal, industrial diamonds, byril 
ore, mica, kapok, titanium ore, zi- 
cormium, etc. 

The use of military bases at Na- 
tal, Pernambuco, Belem, coupled 
with the efforts of Brazilian labor 
and armed forces, contributed great- 
ly to the successful transport of 
troops and munitions for the Allied 
offensive in Africa. Brazil has now 
approximately 600 airports, all of 
them being used by the U.S.A. in 
this war emergency. Several im- 
portant factories, such as the Lagoa 
Santos Aircraft factory, the Curtiss 
Wright engine factory at Rio, the 
Air Force factory in Galeao and 
many others, are producing war 
materials for the defense of Brazil 
and for the United States. 

The Brazilian people want to take 
an active part in the military 
theaters of the war and consider 
that the present war policy of the 
government must be supplemented 
by active military participation. As 
the Brazilian Ambassador to Eng- 
land, Jose Moniz Aragao, said: 
“Brazil is prepared to send an ex- 
peditionary force against the Axis.” 
(New York Times, July 7, 1943.) 
Such a military participation would 
give a new meaning to and repre- 
sent a higher stage of the anti-Axis 
Hemispheric Front. 

Since its entry into the war, Bra- 
zil has shared with the U.S.A. in 
the defense of the Guianas, from 
which the United States obtains 
most of its imports of bauxite badly 
needed for its aircraft industry. Con- 
sistent with the traditional ties of 
friendship and cultural relations 
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that always existed between the 
Brazilian and French people, Brazil 
has expressed its enthusiastic sup- 
port to the people of France. It 
could not be otherwise, if one takes 
into consideration the great influ- 
ence that the French Revolution 
and the ideals of fraternity, liberty 
and equality had upon Brazilian po- 
litical life. Imbued by these same 
aspirations, Brazilian troops garri- 
soned in French Guiana, backing 
the right of the people inhabiting 
that territory to handle their own 
affairs, supported their demands for 
the immediate removal from office 
of Mr. Weber, the Vichyite repre- 
sentative. It was in this same spirit 
that Brazil refused permission for 
Mr. Peyrouton, former Vichyite 
Ambassador in Argentina, to leave 
Brazilian territory. Only after U. S. 
State Department intervention in 
his behalf, as reported in the press, 
was he then allowed to leave Bra- 
zil for Algiers. 


In line with Brazil’s anti-Hitler 
policy and orientation was the very 
warm tribute paid by Foreign Min- 
ister Oswaldo Aranha to _ the 
U.S.S.R. on November 7. The For- 
eign Minister of Brazil, voicing the 
sentiments of the nation, expressed 
the great admiration and gratitude 
for the heroic deeds of the Red 
Army whieh are held by all Brazil- 
ian patriots. Be it in public dem- 
onstrations, in meetings or in the 
press, the name of the Soviet Union 
—its heroism and epic deeds—is 
greeted and cheered with tremend- 
ous enthusiasm. For the first time 
in many long years news and infor- 


mation regarding the U.S.S.R. is 
permitted to be printed and broad- 
cast. The Dean of Canterbury’s 
book Soviet Power, after being con- 
fiscated three times, was finally 
permitted to be published and its 
distribution has reached the third 
edition. Ambassador Davies’ Mis- 
sion to Moscow is also being pub- 
lished in Brazil. In the words of 
General Flores da Cunha, the pub- 
lication of Mission to Moscow per- 
mitted the people of Brazil for the 
first time to have a real account of 
the Moscow trials. 


+ + * 


The history of Brazil, since its 
discovery in 1500, has been a his- 
tory of struggle, of rebellions 
against tyranny and foreign domi- 
nation. The rightful aspirations of 
the people for liberty and independ- 
ence, their political activity and 
militancy, are rich pages in the his- 
tory of Brazil. In the recent years, 
a vicious anti-Soviet and anti-Com- 
munist campaign has been the main 
weapon used by the reactionaries 
and fascists in Brazil against every- 
thing that is progressive and in the 
interests of the nation. It has been 
systematically used against the 
forces that opposed tyranny, and 
fought for Brazil’s full national in- 
dependence, its industrialization, the 
development of its great natural re- 
sources in the interest of the peo- 
ple and nation. As far back as in 
1930, during the revolution that 
brought President Vargas to power, 
even Vargas was accused by his 
opponents of being a “Communist,” 
of heading a “Communist revolu- 
tion,” of being “financed by Mos- 
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cow.” Today the bogey of Com- 
munism is being used by the agents 
of the Axis, by the enemies of 
Brazil, to disrupt the national war 
effort and the unity of the people. 
It is still a dangerous weapon in the 
hands of the fifth column, but it 
does not play the same damaging 
role as previously. 

Among other things, the disso- 
lution of the Communist Interna- 
tional dealt a devastating blow to 
the Axis forces in Brazil as well as 
in other countries. Commenting on 
the dissolution of the Communist 
International, the newspaper Di- 
erio Carioca in an editorial de- 
clared: 


“There should no longer be any 
doubts, and all prejudices should 
vanish between the Soviet Union 
and all the United Nations; agree- 
ment between them will bring 
about a real coordination and hasten 
the victory of democracy. This 
resolution should be greeted with 
all enthusiasm.” 


Maciel Filho in A Noite, also 
praising the wisdom of this decision, 
said: “It greatly strengthened the 
ties between all United Nations.” 
In Jornal do Brasil, Porto da Sil- 
veira characterized this decision as 
a “patriotic decision of those who 
will win the war and a guarantee 
of their attitude after victory.” The 
President of the National Federa- 
tion of Brazilian Industries referred 
to it as: “The beginning of a new 
era in the relations and exchange 
between peoples.” Moreover these 
views are strengthening the grow- 
ing sentiment and movement with- 
in the country, including in govern- 
mental circles, for establishing dip- 
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lomatic, cultural and commercial 
relations between the U.S.S.R. and 
Brazil. 


* * * 


The Vargas Government has re- 
cently taken several measures that 
will strengthen the bonds of good 
neighborly relations between Brazil 
and other South American coun- 
tries. In accordance with agree- 
ments reached with Paraguay and 
Bolivia, the use of the port facili- 
ties of Santos was granted to these 
countries. The same agreement 
stipulates the conversion of the Pa- 
rana River into a great commercial 
waterway, and the construction of 
railway connections between Bra- 
zil, Paraguay and Bolivia. The com- 
plete details and clauses of these 
agreements and the financial ar- 
rangements have not been made 
public. This program if carried 
through will bring new changes in 
the social, political and commercial 
relations between the peoples of 
South America. Brazil has can- 
celed the seventy-one-year-old Par- 
aguayan war indemnity debt, as a 
friendly gesture toward that coun- 
try. As a contribution to the de- 
fense of the Hemisphere, a gift of 
110 training airplanes built in Bra- 
zil was given by Brazil to the sis- 
ter Republic of Chile. 


* * * 


Brazil’s participation in the war 
against the Axis has brought about 
a new realignment of forces in the 
country. Due to the existing laws 
that have abolished Congress and 
all political parties and constitu- 
tional rights, this new political re- 
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grouping does not yet manifest it- 
self in a unified or all-embracing 
organized form. Nevertheless, the 
crystalization and further develop- 
ment of the anti-Axis and anti-fas- 
cist forces within the country pro- 
pels Brazilian national unity and 
is creating the conditions for over- 
coming existing difficulties and for 
bringing about national measures 
that will supplant these obstacles. 
Among those measures which would 
strengthen the camp of democracy 
and greatly enhance the influence 
of the Vargas Government, and fa- 
cilitate the government’s war effort, 
is the holding of elections for Con- 
gress. This proposal has been sub- 
mitted recently for President Var- 
gas’ consideration by the Public 
Service Commission. 

Meanwhile important internal 
changes are taking place. Many 
of these changes are still inadequate 
and in some cases fall short of a 
definite and consistent policy re- 
quired by the war emergency. 
Nevertheless they represent force- 
ful steps in the development of na- 
tional unity and for the successful 
prosecution of the war. President 
Vargas’ removal of the fascist Chief 
of Police, Felinto Muller, bitter 
enemy of the liberal and progres- 
sive forces, was received with great 
enthusiasm. The fact that Muller 
was ousted and this important post 
wrested from the hands of the fas- 
cist clique is an important victory 
for the anti-Hitler forces and for 
national unity. Even though Fe- 
linto Muller still holds an impor- 
tant post in the War Department, 
as a result of the pressure of the 
reactionaries and the fascist clique 
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which still retains certain influep. 
tial governmental positions, this 
does not annul the positive results 
that were achieved with his remoy- 
al, along with the sweeping out 
from the police department of 400 
of Muller’s stooges. On the contrary, 
it should further stiffen the deter. 
mination of Brazilian patriots to in- 
fluence the Vargas forces to pursue 
a firmer internal policy against the 
fascists, to give President Vargas 
the necessary support which the 
government needs to fight and de- 
feat the fifth column. 

Another important measure taken 
by the government was the crea- 
tion of the aviation forces as an 
independent branch of the armed 
forces, outside of the jurisdiction of 
the War Ministry. The establish- 
ment of this important branch inde- 
pendent of the army, and under 
separate leadership, is in the pres- 
ent situation a definite blow to the 
fifth columnists who hold high po- 
sitions in the War Department. It 
strengthened the anti-Axis camp 
by bringing about a better corre- 
lation of forces, and, taking into 
consideration the role that the 
armed forces play, particularly in 
the internal life of the country, one 
can more easily understand and ap- 
preciate this measure. 


* * * 


National unity is being demanded 
and forged in the interests of Bra- 
zil by the Brazilian people in a pa- 
triotic upsurge against the Axis tyr- 
anny. It is demanded by the gov- 
ernment and prominent leaders in 
the civilian and military life of the 
country. This requires that the in- 
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terests of the country and the war 
pe placed above everything else, 
that all issues be subordinated to 
that of destroying fascism and win- 
ning the war. It was in this spirit 
that the people of Brazil welcomed 
the statement given by Dr. Pimen- 
tel Brandao, Brazilian delegate to 
the Permanent Committee for Con- 
tinental Defense, to the Diario Pop- 
ular in Uruguay. Dr. Pimentel 
said: 


“President Vargas wishes to gov- 
ern with the majority of the Bra- 
zilian people. This is the policy of 
our government in this situation 


of war against the Axis. The Presi- 
dent is seeking the cooperation of 
all the citizens in the war effort of 
Brazil and to that end considers 
that he has no political enemy who 
cannot again be his political friend.” 


This same plea for national unity 
inspired the speech of General Heit- 
or Borges, one of the leaders of the 
League of National Defense, who, 
paying tribute to the heroism of the 
Red Army, called upon the Brazil- 
ian people to follow its example, 
spirit of sacrifice and will to fight. 

Colonel Estillac Leal recently 
made a strong appeal for the rec- 
onciliation of the Brazilian national 
family. Referring to the leaders of 
the 1922, 1924, 1926, and 1930 revo- 
lutions and in particular to the fol- 
lowers of Prestes, he said: 


“President Vargas is the leader of 
the nation, of the 1930 revolution, 
leader of those who in the Parana, 
Northeast, in Matto Grosso have 
generously shared their blood for 
democracy in our fatherland. Today, 
some of them are being forgotten, 
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others set apart by momentary pas- 
sions, but all of them are with the 
President, rallied under the war 
clarion, still inspired by the same 
ideals, and with the same determin- 
ation which all Brazil feels. They 
are firmly convinced that in this 
struggle they are fighting for lib- 
erty and democracy, not in the ab- 
stract but in the fullest essence of 
these two words.” 


In 1942 Luis Carlos Prestes, be- 
loved champion of the Brazilian 
people and freedom, who still is 
languishing in prison, taking the 
opportunity of the interview he had 
in prison with Blas Roca, General 
Secretary of the Revolutionary 
Communist Union Party of Cuba, 
appealed to his countrymen for the 
subordination of all questions to 
the main problem of defeating the 
Axis in the quickest possible way. 

Imbued by this same desire for 
national unity, Fernando Lacerda, 
outstanding Communist leader, in 
the name of the Brazilian Commu- 
nists, pledged full support to the 
Vargas Goverment, stating: 


“We Communists are on the side 
of the government, at the service 
of the people and working class, 
asking for our post in the defense 
of Brazil wherever the government 
may think best. We believe that 
no Brazilian patriotic force in our 
country can have any other posi- 
tion.” 


Lacerda further stated: 


“Our attitude must be to close 
ranks and support the people and 
the Vargas Government, to cooper- 
ate with them, strengthening all 
policies of active participation of 
Brazil in the total destruction of 
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the Axis. We all should help the 
government to organize the national 
defense, to liquidate the fifth col- 
umn and to create national unity.” 


In connection with the reor- 
ganization and creation of political 
parties (the Communist Party as 
well as all other political parties is 
banned), the Communist leader 
stated the following: 


“In this grave historic hour that 
faces humanity and our beloved 
country, there should be no attempt 
to recreate any kind of illegal or- 
ganization. The creation or reor- 
ganization of parties or any other 
illegal organisms, contrary to the 
existing laws—as long as _ these 
laws are not removed by the gov- 
ernment itself as an obstacle to its 
strengthening and to a national 
anti-Axis union—will only help the 
work of the Axis and of the fifth 
column. Ii would create embar- 
rassments and difficulties for the 
people and the government. It 
would give ammunition to the Axis 
agents in their efforts to sabotage 
all the necessary measures de- 
manded by President Vargas to ful- 
fill the present historical responsi- 
bility.” 

Stressing the fact that this was 
the position of the Brazilian Com- 
munists, as well as of the anti- 
fascist patriots in exile, and those 


still imprisoned, he emphasized 
that: 


“It is the only correct position 


and one that will in this tragic 
hour bring to our fatherland the 
harmony between all patriots— 
within the government and outside 
it—and bring complete understand- 
ing to the Brazilian national family, 
through the annulment in practice 
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of all past divisions and of their 
disastrous results—a measure which 
will cement our anti-Axis union, 
strengthen the moral prestige of our 
government and lead us surely to 
the just and honorable road which 
our government has taken together 
with the other United Nations.” 


Fernando Lacerda, in concluding, 
appealed to all Communists, and 
anti-fascists, to the workers and 
intellectuals, to lend all their efforts 
to building and strengthening the 
broad, open, legal organizations 
which are authorized by the goy- 
ernment and which are actively 
dedicated to win the war. 

Following Lacerda’s appeal, ex- 
iled patriots of different political be- 
liefs presented themselves to the 
Brazilian Legation in Uruguay, 
where they offered their services 
to the country in its war against 
Hitler’s Axis. It must be said 
that the majority of these leaders 
were once opponents of Vargas, 
many of whom had sentences im- 
posed against them for their past 
political activities. They all knew 
that in returning to Brazil they 
would face the possibility of arrest 
by the fascist clique which holds 
key positions in the army and po- 
lice force and that these forces 
would try to use these old sentences 
to imprison them and to knife na- 
tional unity. 

Exactly what was foreseen hap- 
pened. Their arrest upon arrival 
was “enjoyed and commemorated” 
of course by the Trotskyites. How- 
ever, this “rejoicing” did not last 
long. The former exiled anti-fas- 
cists were later released and freed 
on Brazilian soil and are now com 





NOTES ON BRAZIL 


tributing their full energies to na- 
tional unity and the war effort. 
Among those released were Fer- 
nando de Lacerda, Jorge Amado, 
General Flores de Cunha and many 
others. Several anti-fascists who 
were sentenced after the 1935 revolt 
are now asking for retrials, such 
as the well-known anti-fascist jour- 
nalist Pedro Motta Lima and Cap- 
tain Costa Leite. A favorable out- 
come of these retrials will repre- 
sent a new stage in the fight against 
the fifth column. It will help to 
erase past divisions which are det- 
rimental to the prosecution of the 
war and will pave the way for am- 
nesty to the hundreds of anti-fas- 
cist prisoners, particularly for Luis 
Carlos Prestes, who symbolizes this 
same life-and-death struggle against 
fascism in which the Brazilian na- 


tion is now engaged. 

The release of Prestes for ac- 
tive participation in the war effort 
would tremendously strengthen the 


Vargas Government. On several 
crucial turns in the life of the na- 
tion, amnesty was granted to po- 
litical prisoners. In behalf of the 
national interests, amnesty was 
once granted by President Vargas 
himself. Now that Brazil faces the 
gravest hour since the birth of the 
nation, to grant a general amnesty 
to Luis Carlos Prestes and all other 
anti-fascist prisoners will be in 
keeping with the Brazilian tradi- 
tions and a real contribution to the 
war against fascism. 


* * * 
In this war emergency great re- 


sponsibilities rest upon the labor 
movement. The exact number of 
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workers organized in the govern- 
ment trade unions is not known, as 
there exist discrepancies between 
the government and Labor Depart- 
ment statistics. These trade unions 
are organized under’ corporate 
structure, under supervision of the 
police and the close control of the 
Labor Department. According to 
long-existing regulations, discus- 
sion of politics within the trade 
unions is prohibited. Its elected 
leadership must have the approval 
and sanction of the Department of 
Labor. The right of strike was 
abolished many years ago. How- 
ever, the problem of strikes today 
is not the problem that the work- 
ers face, as they themselves realize 
that in this war emergency in- 
creased production is necessary; 
stoppages of war production are 
detrimental to the war. Even though 
all workers of the main industries 
and particularly in the most impor- 
tant industrial centers, are auto- 
matically members of the trade 
unions, the attendance and partici- 
pation of the workers in these trade 
unions is very limited. The workers 
while being nominal members of 
these trade unions have in prac- 
tice shunned them in the last years. 

Since the outbreak of the war, 
serious changes are taking place 
within the trade unions. They have 
come out in support of the war pol- 
icies of the government and against 
the Axis and the fifth column. In 
trade union assemblies the regula- 
tions that prohibit political discus- 
sion or trade union participation in 
political problems are disregarded 
by the workers and by the govern- 
ment. The workers are thus able 
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to rally and express themselves 
against fascism. Although the 
workers individually are actively 
taking part in anti-Axis meetings, 
demonstrations and in many forms 
of win-the-war activities, the par- 
ticipation of the trade unions as 
such in the political war mobiliza- 
tion of the nation is still very 
limited. Responsible in large part 
for this present situation is the De- 
partment of Labor, which, through 
its established machinery and 
“army” of functionaries, superin- 
tendents and supervisers, honey- 
combed with Integralists and Axis 
sympathizers, still tries to stifle the 
unions from playing their demo- 
cratic and independent role. 

Of all government agencies the 
Department of Labor is one that has 
contributed least to the war. In 


spite of the fact that the country 
is at war a large number of its top 
functionaries act as if nothing has 


happened or is happening. In a 
speech delivered in connection with 
the role of government agencies and 
government employees in the war 
against the Axis, Benedicto Silva, 
director of the Budget Service of 
the D.A.S.P., correctly stressed 
that: 


“It is essential that the war ef- 
fort be understood better in the 
government departments and agen- 
cies. It is necessary to cleanse the 
ranks of the Government employ- 
ees, removing known and con- 
cealed fascist agents, that are at the 
head of government agencies and 
are on all occasions trying to create 
obstacles to every anti-Axis meas- 
ure. The government agencies must 
rid themselves of these spies, trai- 
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tors, saboteurs at the service of our 
enemies.” 


President Vargas recently has 
urged the workers to participate 
more actively in their trade unions. 
At the same time he emphasized 
that the labor movement will have 
to take an outstanding part in shap- 
ing the destinies of the country and 
in creating a war mentality so much 
needed in the country for a success- 
ful prosecution of the war. This ac- 
tive participation of labor will bring 
about the necessary measures that 
the war emergency requires, en- 
abling the trade unions to become 
more effective and truly independ- 
ent organizations of the working 
class, which can more effectively 
contribute to victory, in accordance 
with the appeal of President Var- 
gas. The success of Brazilian na- 
tional unity, the defense of Brazil 
and democracy cannot be achieved 
without most active participation 
and influential role of the workers 
and their labor movement. 


* ok * 


The movement for national unity 
in Brazil assumes different forms 
and manifests itself in several ways. 
In addition to those developments 
already referred to, anti-Axis dem- 
onstrations have been and are be- 
ing held in Rio, Sao Paulo, Bahia, 
and other cities in which the peo- 
ple, pledging their support to the 
Vargas Government, are calling for 
stern measures against the fifth col- 
umn. The people of Sao Paulo ina 
powerful meeting of the “Amigos Da 
America” demanded the removal of 
all fascist agents from _ govern- 
ment positions. It concretely asked 
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the dismissal of Miguel Reale, fas- 
cist “theoretician,” from the Admin- 
istrative Council of Sao Paulo, to 
which council the Interventor of the 
State is subordinated. 

Led by the National Federation 
of Students, the youth of Brazil are 
active in the war effort, in civilian 
defense and sale of war bonds. Stu- 
dent and youth meetings and pa- 
rades in support of the United 
States, England and the Soviet 
Union are taking place all over 
the country. It was the Na- 
tional Federation of Students 
which led the 4th of July pa- 
rade in solidarity with the U.S.A. 
In Sao Paulo the law students or- 
ganized an anti-Axis week. In the 


parade that climaxed this anti-fas- 
cist week the banners of the United 
Nations and the pictures of Presi- 


dent Vargas, Roosevelt, of Stalin 
and Churchill, were cheered by 
thousands of people. Upon the re- 
quest of the National Federation of 
Students, Gustavo Capanema, Min- 
ister of Education, dismissed the 
Nazi, Herbert Fortes, from the De- 
partment of Education in the State 
of Bahia. 

The organization of the “Amigos 
Da America” in Rio, Sao Paulo and 
other states, led by the well-known 
democrat Manuel Rabello, is giv- 
ing great impulse to the anti-Axis 
people’s mobilization. This organ- 
ization and the League of National 
Defense have been very active in 
mobilizing large sections of the peo- 
ple behind the war policies of the 
government. The committees against 
ihe high cost of living that were 
created upon the suggestion of the 
President are an important factor 


in the struggle against war specu- 
lation. These committees, organ- 
ized in the neighborhood by the 
people jointly with government rep- 
resentatives, work out measures for 
combating the high cost of living. 
The women play an important role 
in these committees and their ac- 
tivities are not confined only to eco- 
nomic questions but in some in- 
stances they take up major political 
issues as well. The Free Masons 
have called upon all their members 
to fight the fifth column. Their 
meetings, hitherto prohibited, are 
now being held with permission of 
the government. 


* * * 


Fifth-column elements in certain 
governmental quarters and through 
their fascist organizations are busy 
with plots and schemes to weaken 
the government as part of their 
plan for a palace revolt against Var- 
gas and the establishment of a pro- 
Axis “junta.” This danger has been 
increased tenfold by the recent 
events in Argentina. Now that Hit- 
ler and the Axis face further de- 
feats and are approaching their ul- 
timate destruction, these enemies of 
Brazil, who only recently were 
pressing the Vargas Government to 
declare war on England, have 
started a campaign for a “special 
fund” for the development of a sa- 
botage campaign against: (1) eco- 
nomic coordination; (2) war taxes; 
(3) “Communism.” They oppose the 
establishment of diplomatic and 
commercial relations between Bra- 
zil and the U.S.S.R. just at the mo- 
ment when the national interests 
and welfare of Brazil require the 
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most friendly relations and cooper- 
ation with this great democratic 
power. 

Some of this sabotage and de- 
featist activity is carried on under 
the cloak of demagogic and “Leftist” 
arguments in order to try and con- 
fuse and mislead the masses. To 
achieve their objectives, the fifth 
column employs the following argu- 
ments: 

1. They say that this is not Bra- 
zil’s war; that the destruction of 
the Axis is not a problem that con- 
cerns Brazil. They try to create the 
belief that Brazil’s national inde- 
pendence can be assured regardless 
of the fate of the world, irrespec- 
tive of the outcome of the war. 
When faced with the anti-fascist in- 
dignation and wrath of the people, 
they try to cover up their treason 


by saying that the destruction of 
fascism is the concern of the pow- 


erful and industrialized countries 
and not Brazil—which amounts to 
nothing more than a policy of as- 
sistance to the Axis and of treason 
to the fatherland. 

2. Brazil’s enemies state that the 
main task facing Brazil is “not the 
destruction of fascism and the de- 
fense of Brazil’s national sover- 
eignty and territorial integrity” but 
the “overthrow” of the Vargas Gov- 
ernment which heads and leads the 
people on the path to victory. They 
maintain that Vargas is “the main 
enemy” and thus foster a policy of 
coups d’état against Vargas—again 
treason, a policy calculated to aid 
the Axis. 

3. The fifth column distorts, mini- 
mizes and denies all steps taken by 
the government toward winning the 
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war. They try to use internal eco. 
nomic difficulties and the lag in re. 
storing full democratic liberties jp 
an effort to prevent the people from 
rallying around Vargas’ Govern. 
ment and its war policies. They 
viciously use these conditions to dis. 
courage the people, to foster splits, 
to sow intrigues in their endeavor 
to create barriers between the peo- 
ple and the government. Attack. 
ing national unity as a “utopia” and 
as a policy of “capitulation,” they 
concentrate their vile attacks against 
the promoters and defenders of na- 
tional unity. 

The fascists in Brazil are very ac- 
tive among the bourgeois democrat- 
ic elements who at one time, for 
one reason or another, opposed the 
Vargas regime. They attempt to 
take advantage of the isolation of 
these elements from the masses in 
order to alienate them from the life 
of the country. All honest and re- 
sponsible persons, who love Bra- 
zil, should be aware of these fifth 
column and Trotskyite machinations 
and not allow themselves to be- 
come prey to these fascist agents, or 
become tools in the hands of the 
enemies. All Brazilian patriots 
must unmask, rout and smash the 
defeatists and the fascist fifth col- 
umn. They must resolutely con- 
solidate and strengthen national 
unity to support and implement the 
government’s anti-Axis policies. 


* * * 


Brazilian national union also re- 
quires clarification of the false and 
dangerous conceptions prevailing 
among certain anti-Hitler groups t0 
the effect that the problems facing 
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Brazil can be solved only by Var- 
gas, and that the fate of Brazil is 
Vargas’ sole responsibility. This 
conception amounts to washing one’s 
hands of the destinies of the country 
and using the present internal con- 
ditions as an excuse. It is a defeat- 
ist position, cherished by all those 
with faint hearts who have lost all 
perspectives. Brought to its logical 
consequence, this harmful view- 
pint is aimed at producing pas- 
sivity among the people, and at pre- 
venting genuine national unity. It 
is tantamount to capitulation to the 
enemies of the Vargas Government 
and the anti-Axis coalition. 

The attempt to place upon Var- 
gas alone the solution of all prob- 
lems in this war is not only a 
farce and a mockery, but is a 
childish conception, alien to the un- 


derstanding of the social and po- 
litical forces in Brazil as well as in 


the world. Great responsibilities 
rest upon President Vargas as the 
head of the government; neverthe- 
less this doesn’t absolve any patriot 
from fulfilling his obligations to- 
ward his country and people. More- 
over, to try and shift the responsi- 
bility of the destiny of Brazil to 
others, to sit on the fence as a spec- 
tator, would be to paralyze the vast 
democratic forces of Brazil. This 
would be suicidal. 

This is a people’s war of national 
liberation. Brazilian National Union 
is not Vargas’s sole problem. It is 
a war necessity. It is true that 
great responsibilities rest upon the 
President. It is also true that he is 
doing and can do a great deal more 
toward hastening its development. 
But it is also a fact which cannot 


be ignored that powerful forces are 
working within and outside of the 
government to the contrary. These 
forces are determined to try and 
prevent the further march toward 
unity and victory over the Axis and 
are exerting all possible pressure 
and influence upon Vargas in this 
direction. Their pressure is backed 
by threats of a coup d’état of the 
1939 style. To sit calmly and ex- 
pect a consistent democratic policy 
on internal affairs to-develop by 
itself is, among other things, a 
false evaluation of the correlation 
of forces in Brazil. This policy tends 
to divorce the people from the gov- 
ernment. It shows lack of faith in 
the strength of the people. It ne- 
gates the role of the working class 
and of the whole essence and need 
of national unity. 

Moreover, what true Brazilian in 
this crucial period in the life of the 
fatherland will surrender his rights 
and obligations toward his country, 
his countrymen and toward the 
world? What true Brazilian, worthy 
of the name, will shrink from this 
duty? Victory over fascism, the 
military destruction of Hitlerism, 
and a consistent democratic internal 
policy, can be successfully carried 
out only by a united and active peo- 
ple, by mobilizing all patriots, the 
entire nation to support and influ- 
ence the government’s anti-Axis 
and pro-democratic course and poli- 
cies. Only with such _ support 
around President Vargas and in be- 
half of the nation’s war objectives 
can Brazil safeguard its independ- 
ence, advance democracy, and hon- 
or and fulfill its obligations as a 
member of the anti-Hitler coalition. 





